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ABSTRACT

Dobrogea is a region of Romania with a high economic potential, partly due to
its advantageous geographical position between the Danube and the Black Sea.
Nevertheless, in the last decency, there have been significant social and economic
damages due to the successive waves of excessive droughts and catastrophic floods,
results of obvious climate changes. In order to avoid damages from future climatic
events, Dobrogea has been includedin the plans, programmes of measures and future
actions, which include monitoring and early warning systems and proactive risk
management measures. Furthermore, the institutional and administrative structures
are designing preparedness plans aimed at increasing the adaptive capacity, as
well as effective emergency response programmes, aimed at reducing the impact of
droughts and floods. In this chapter is presented information on the national poli-
cies applied at regional and local level in Dobrogea, aimed at reducing the risk of
droughts and floods.
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Management of Drought and Floods in the Dobrogea Region
INTRODUCTION

The Dobrogea Region is located in the Dobrogea — Littoral catchment basin of
south-eastern Romania (Figure 1). Its limits are the Danube river (the branches
Ostrov, Dunarea, Dunarea Veche Chilia — on the border with the Republic of Mol-
dova and with Ukraine), to the south the border with Bulgaria, and to the east the
Black Sea. In the south-west, it neighbors the Buzau-lalomita catchment, and on a
small portion in the north-east, the Prut catchment. The 11,809km? surface of the
Dobrogea - Littoral catchment basin is distributed administratively in Constanta
County (7,071km? with 42.68% of the hydrographic area), Tulcea County (3,742
km? with 22.59% of the hydrographic area) and the Great Braila Island of Braila
County (of 996 km? with 6.01% of the hydrographic area). In this area, there are
approximately 959,000 inhabitants, with a density of 81 inhabitants/km?.

The relief of the Dobrogea - Littoral catchment basin overlaps the geographic
area of the Dobrogea Plateau (with the subunits Northern Dobrogea Plateau, South-
ern Dobrogea Plateau and Central Dobrogea Plateau) and the Danube Delta. The

Figure 1. Dobrogea-Littoral catchment basin
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