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ABSTRACT

Models are sometimes incomplete, especially in scaling data where other informa-
tion of large regions needs to be predicted by smaller ones. Uncertainty analysis 
is the process of assessing uncertainty in modelling or scaling to identify major 
uncertainty sources, quantify their degree and relative importance, examine their 
effects on model output under different scenarios, and determine prediction accuracy. 
Especially for large dimensional data where spatial process in regional investigation 
are difficult to applied due to incompleteness leading us to spatial heterogeneity 
and non-linearity of our data. Modelling the uncertainty particular in scaling data 
starts with a general structure (linear most of the time) that explains as accurate 
as it is the real data and the model is built through adding variables, which are 
significant or which aid in prediction (hierarchical modelling). Parameter estima-
tion is an important issue for the evaluation of these proposed models. Statistical 
techniques based on the spatial modelling could be proposed to overcome the prob-
lem of dimensionality and the spatial homogeneity between different grains levels 
based on the neighbourhood structure of the regions with similar characteristics. 
Investigation of the neighbourhood structure analysis could be applied using kriging 
or variogram techniques. In this work, we introduce and analyse methodologies for 
scaling data under uncertainty where incomplete data can be explained by spatial 
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INTRODUCTION

Incompleteness of the data in the models, especially when a prediction is taking 
place leading us to uncertainty analysis, where variability is the important measure 
during the investigation process (Katz 2002). Many times uncertainty implies error 
mostly statistical (due the process or the estimation procedures), unreliability, and 
incompleteness in our data (Funtowwicz and Ravetz 1990, Petersen 2000, Regan 
et al. 2002, Katz 2002). Especially for large dimensional data where spatial process 
in regional investigation are difficult to applied and model estimation is difficult to 
predict due to incompleteness leading us to spatial heterogeneity and non-linearity 
of our data (Katz 2002, Regan et al. 2002).

Models sometimes involve incomplete data, especially in grain scaling data 
where various information of large regions needs to be predicted by smaller ones. 
Uncertainty analysis is the process of assessing uncertainty in modelling or scaling 
to identify major uncertainty sources, quantify their degree and relative importance, 
examine their effects on model output under different scenarios, and determine 
prediction accuracy (Jansen 1998, Katz 2002).

Modelling the uncertainty particular in grain scaling data starts with a general 
structure (linear most of the time) that explains as accurate as it is the real data and 
the model is built through adding variables, which are significant or which aid in 
prediction (hierarchical modelling) (Zimeras and Aykroyd, 1999; Zimeras, 2007). 
Parameter estimation is an important issue for the evaluation of these proposed 
models. For example, the GLUE procedure can be used in estimating likelihoods 
of all possible outcomes for a specific distribution of inputs as well as to acquire 
behavioral outcomes (Beven and Binley 1992, Wang et al 2012, Huang et al. 2013) 
based on likelihood measures in evaluating parameters in model’s outcomes. Sta-
tistical techniques based on the spatial modelling could be proposed to overcome 
the problem of dimensionality and the spatial homogeneity between different grains 
levels based on the neighbourhood structure of the regions with similar character-



 

 

13 more pages are available in the full version of this

document, which may be purchased using the "Add to Cart"

button on the publisher's webpage: www.igi-

global.com/chapter/modelling-spatial-medical-data/147826

Related Content

The Challenges of Mentoring: The Case of a Trauma Emergency

Department in a South African State Hospital
Nokuphiwa Majali, Cecile Naomi Gerwel Prochesand Nikita Singh (2023).

Acceleration of the Biopsychosocial Model in Public Health (pp. 65-91).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/the-challenges-of-mentoring/319156

Practicability of Implementing a Pilot School Based Obesity Prevention

Program
Nahlaa Abdelwahab Khalifa (2020). International Journal of Applied Research on

Public Health Management (pp. 27-39).

www.irma-international.org/article/practicability-of-implementing-a-pilot-school-based-obesity-

prevention-program/255728

A Review of Microplastic Pollution Characteristics in Global Urban

Freshwater Catchments
Yuyao Xu, Faith Ka Shun Chan, Matthew F. Johnson, Jun Heand Thomas Stanton

(2022). Assessing the Effects of Emerging Plastics on the Environment and Public

Health (pp. 28-48).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/a-review-of-microplastic-pollution-characteristics-in-global-

urban-freshwater-catchments/305541

An Analysis of Factors Affecting Postnatal Depression Intervention

Adherence
Omobolanle Omisade, Alice Good, Tineke Fitchand Jim Briggs (2017). International

Journal of Public Health Management and Ethics (pp. 1-18).

www.irma-international.org/article/an-analysis-of-factors-affecting-postnatal-depression-

intervention-adherence/193580

http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/modelling-spatial-medical-data/147826
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/modelling-spatial-medical-data/147826
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/the-challenges-of-mentoring/319156
http://www.irma-international.org/article/practicability-of-implementing-a-pilot-school-based-obesity-prevention-program/255728
http://www.irma-international.org/article/practicability-of-implementing-a-pilot-school-based-obesity-prevention-program/255728
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/a-review-of-microplastic-pollution-characteristics-in-global-urban-freshwater-catchments/305541
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/a-review-of-microplastic-pollution-characteristics-in-global-urban-freshwater-catchments/305541
http://www.irma-international.org/article/an-analysis-of-factors-affecting-postnatal-depression-intervention-adherence/193580
http://www.irma-international.org/article/an-analysis-of-factors-affecting-postnatal-depression-intervention-adherence/193580


Impact of Patient Health Education on the Screening for Disease Test-

Outcomes: The Case of Using Educational Materials From the Internet and

Online Health Communities
Thierry O. C. Edoh (2022). Research Anthology on Improving Health Literacy

Through Patient Communication and Mass Media (pp. 370-396).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/impact-of-patient-health-education-on-the-screening-for-

disease-test-outcomes/285422

http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/impact-of-patient-health-education-on-the-screening-for-disease-test-outcomes/285422
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/impact-of-patient-health-education-on-the-screening-for-disease-test-outcomes/285422

