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ABSTRACT

This chapter dismantle the various components of peace education. The purpose of which is to analyze 
closely how peace education progressed along time. Further, how the understanding of peace and educa-
tion separately influenced the totality of peace education. The article uses critical approach to examine 
peace education through the various disciplines. The author proposes an idea of grass-root peace; one 
that all segments of society can enjoy, regardless to their economic or religious background. The chapter 
explores how to develop peace education that is politically-free and broadly comprehending the various 
elements that might strengthen peace education programmes. The author explores a structure of peace 
education that eventually can empower conventional values of peace such as justice as well as modern 
ones such as innovation.

I dream that a day would come, when not only the sun rises, but when peace wears 
its light; when not only birds sing but when mankind narrates its rhythm; 
when not only the moon shines at night, but when tranquility hovers around it tight.
I dream for this day not to take long to come ... but we ought to remember that the road to heaven is full 
of plight, yet our destination is surely worthy the hefty tide
I dream that a day would come, when not only peace is symbolically fine, but when it emphatically shines.
I dream of a day when the peace dove flies high, eager to reach its destination safe, sound and on time.
I dream of this day, when we all live in peace, rather than waiting for eternal peace, when our end comes.
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INTRODUCTION

Peace education, as a concept, seems to be as old as some peace education masters, such as Confucius, 
yet it is also as young as the United Nations. In the old times, peace education was a way of life, as it 
was conveyed through religions manuscripts. Nevertheless, as the material life started to gain prece-
dence over the spiritual one, the teaching of peace needed to be codified. This is the point at which 
peace transformed from a lifestyle to a life practice. This change, however, meant that peace could only 
be sustained as long as its practice does. Writing on peace education, Maria Montessori (1971),noted:

Peace is a goal that can only be attained through common accord, and the means to achieve this unity 
for peace are twofold: first, an immediate effort to resolve conflicts without recourse to violence—in 
other words, to prevent war—and second, a long-term effort to establish a lasting peace among men.

The clarity of this statement notwithstanding, the question of whether the current school systems are 
capable of fostering genuine peace education remains. The link between peace and education is glaringly 
obvious, as the latter is the “key tool in promoting peace, justice, cultural diversity and environmental 
awareness” (Education International, 2015). Nonetheless, in academia, education has traditionally been 
treated just as a means to an end. In other words, it was “education for peace” rather than “education as 
peace.” This relation between peace and education is an issue addressed in this work. The purpose is to 
reach an in-depth understanding of the complex relation between both seemingly obvious concepts. To 
do so, the author explores the components of peace and education separately and then jointly.

WHAT TYPE OF EDUCATION IS PEACE EDUCATION?

The right to education has been mentioned explicitly and implicitly in many international treaties, com-
mencing with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Article 26, “Everyone has the right to educa-
tion” (Right to Education Project, 2013). Subsequently, it was the topic of the International Covenant 
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in Article 13 and 14, Convention on the Rights of the Child 
(Articles 28, 29), Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (Article 
10), Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (Articles 5), Convention on 
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Article 24), Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All 
Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families (Articles 12.4, 30, 43, 45), Convention relating to the 
Status of Refugees (Article 22), International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (Article 18), Dec-
laration on the Rights of Persons belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities, 
1992 (Article 4), Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, 2007 (Articles, 14, 15, 17 and 21), 
Declaration on Human Rights Education and Training, 2011. ILO Convention No. 138 on the minimum 
age for employment (Articles 2, 6), ILO Convention No. 182 on Worst Forms of Child Labour (Articles 
7, 8), and ILO Convention No. 169 concerning Indigenous and Tribal Peoples in Independent Countries 
(Articles 7, 21, 22, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31). This extensive list of articles reveals that the international 
community has been prudent in reminding itself that education is a right that pertains to many different 
treaties, conventions, and declarations, not only to those directly related to education. This view is best 
exemplified by the statement given in the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, 
Article 6, “education, training, and public awareness on climate change must be pursued.” Similarly, the 
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