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ABSTRACT

Increasing awareness of climate change issues is a critical issue for all individuals in today’s society.
Environmental education is important to not only creating awareness of these issues, but taking action
towards fostering positive change. Pre-university students have a strong voice on environmental issues
that needs to be heard. Environmental education programs such as SeaTrust Institute’s AWARE (Action
Within a Resilient Environment) assist teens in learning about issues that directly impact their com-
munities. AWARE combines environmental education with hands-on experiential learning projects in
their communities. This program also connects high school students with other high school and college
students enrolled in SeaTrust Institute’s Global Internship.

INTRODUCTION

Research and a review of the literature conclude that there is a need for promoting environmental educa-
tion at the pre-university level. Youth have strong concerns about climate change issues and want to not
only increase individual awareness, but take steps toward improving their communities. The purpose of
the case study presented in this chapter is to describe and explain pre-university perspectives on climate
change issues and ways to take awareness into action. The findings of the study will inform pre-university
administrators, teachers, environmental youth group leaders, and other environmental educators of ways
youth can have an active role in creating positive change. The findings will also inform current and fu-
ture environmental educators of ways to integrate environmentally-based service learning projects into
the curriculum. The study will provide the basis for greater understanding of the ways a pre-university
environmental programs can assist in promoting both individual and community awareness of climate
change issues.
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Taking Action from Awareness

The exploratory questions that guided the study are:

1.  What elements constitute pre-university student perspectives on climate change issues and envi-
ronmental education?

2. What variables influence this perspective on climate change issues and environmental education?

3. What beliefs do these pre-university students hold which support or negate this perspective?

This chapter discusses ways environmental education for pre-university students is essential for
creating change and fostering awareness in local communities. A case study based on the perspectives
of four teenage youth from a large urban city in the United States is presented. The teens’ perspectives
of not only creating awareness of climate change issues but taking action toward making local change
is also provided. The chapter describes SeaTrust Institute’s AWARE environmental education program
and ways youth can directly impact their communities. While there is no panacea to resolving issues
related to climate change issues, individuals can adapt to these changes and take action towards improv-
ing individual communities.

BACKGROUND

As the earth’s temperature continues to rise, climate change is an issue of great concern for individuals of
all countries. These changes can be seen in the large amount of floods, drought, and extreme hot and cold
temperatures. The results of climate change are great and impact human health, ecosystems, agriculture,
transportation, forests, coastlines, adaptation, and migration of people. There is a need to become resilient
or build “the capability to anticipate, prepare for, respond to, and recover from significant multihazard
threats with minimum damage to social well-being, the economy, and the environment,” (United States
Environmental Protection Agency, 2014, p.1). The world is faced with an increased vulnerability and is
susceptible to, or unable to cope with, adverse effects of climate change, including climate variability
and extremes (United States Environmental Protection Agency, 2014). As a result, environmental educa-
tion for pre-university students is imperative to help plan and prepare for the environmental changes in
the future. It is important to inform future generations on ways to meet the challenges of climate change
issues through education and awareness.

Providing pre-university students with education, training, and field research can expose youth to
the impact of climate change issues and learn first-hand how they can make a difference. As Priyanto,
Fanani, and Sasmitojati (2013) state, “sustainable development can be achieved through education,
because education is a means to change the perceptions, attitudes, and human behavior”(p. 7). It is
through education that youth can learn to shift behavioral patterns to help promote a more sustainable
future. The U.S. offers many formal education programs for pre-university students. “More than 200
charter schools in the United States call themselves members of the Green Charter Schools Network, a
consortium and clearinghouse that was founded in 2008,” (Grayson, 2011, p.26). The schools become
members by adhering to the network’s “green print,” or list of core practices (Grayson, 2011, p.26).
“The network facilitates communication among educators, parents, and policymakers alike, connecting
them to resources and other schools that might want to adopt their own eco-focused programs,” (Gray-
son, 2011, p. 26). In addition to formal training in school, environmental clubs, community programs,
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