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Chapter 5

Terms of Adaptive
Organization of the
Educational Process of Persons
with Disabilities with the
Use of Open and Distance
Learning Technologies (Open
and Distance Learning - ODL)

ABSTRACT

Modern world is characterized by the high rate of life, work and learning.
Higher education is becoming a necessary condition for competition in labor
market, successful business, and financial sustainability. To comply with new
requirements, modern education should be available, be based on the use
of electronic learning models with application of innovation methods and
technologies including open and distant education. ODL is a generic term
which defines many other practices such as distance education, distance
learning, open learning, e-learning, m-learning, virtual learning, online
learning, educational technology and learning technology. The globe has
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Terms of Adaptive Organization

been witnessing an age in which change is an important factor and ODL
is not immune to these emerging changes. Therefore, ODL should embrace
the fundamental changes to survive in a rapidly advancing world. In this
regard, one of the best strategies to survive and compete is to understand
the administration and leadership in ODL, and identify future planning
accordingly.

INTRODUCTION

In the situation of rapid development of information technologies ODL
is one of the key elements allowing for maximum individualization and
optimization of the study process. ODL is a system of forms and methods
of learning organization enabling the student to get education irrespective
of his/her location and distance from instructors with the use of information
and telecommunication technologies. ODL provides for formation of the
skills of creative thinking, effective search, selection, structuring and analysis
of information. A new form of pedagogical control (interactive mode)
contributes to constant stimulation of the student to evaluate him/her and
correct educational activity.
ODL system has a number of advantages before the traditional form:

Maximum individualization of the learning process;
Flexibility: the possibility to study in any location without changing
the usual mode of life;
e  Autonomy: studying at any time and any place excluding long presence
in the study rooms;
Optimization of learning expenses;
Efficiency and objectivity of evaluating the students’ progress;
Flexibility of the structure of education organization;
Possibility of learning process intensification;
providing for psychological and pedagogical support of the learning
process;
e Differentiated/ individual approach to students.

ODL can be used: in everyday class system; in profile grades; for optional
(special/ supplementary) courses; project and research activity; for preparation
for final exams and entrance exams to university.
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