
DOI: 10.4018/IJLIS.2017070102

International Journal of Library and Information Services
Volume 6 • Issue 2 • July-December 2017


Copyright©2017,IGIGlobal.CopyingordistributinginprintorelectronicformswithoutwrittenpermissionofIGIGlobalisprohibited.



Ethical Issues in Library and Information 
Science Profession in Nigeria: An Appraisal
Afolayan Oluyinka Titilope, University of Ilorin, Ilorin, Nigeria

ABSTRACT

Libraryandinformationscienceprofessionalplayanextremelyimportantroleinthe
society.However,indischargingtheirresponsibilitiesandduties,coreethicalprinciples
areexpected tobeupheldby librariansand informationworkersasoutlined in the
professionalcodesofethics.Theaimofthispaperistoappraisecoreethicalissues
inlibraryandinformationscienceprofessioninNigeria.Thispaperdiscussescore
ethicalprincipleinlibraryandinformationscienceprofessionsuchasuniversalaccess
toinformation,intellectualpropertyrights,intellectualfreedom,copyright/fairuseand
privacy/confidentialityamongothers.Thispaperfurtheridentifiedethicalchallenges
confronting library and information science professionals in Nigeria. This paper
concludesthatregardlessoftheethicalchallengesconfrontinglibraryandinformation
scienceprofessionalsinNigeria,theprofessionalcodesofethicsshouldbeupheld.
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INTRodUCTIoN

Libraryandinformationscienceprofessionalsplayanextremelyimportantroleinthe
societyduetotheirdifferentcapabilities inhandlingdiverseinformationmaterials
inawaythatbenefitseveryone.However,inrenderingqualityservicestothepublic,
libraryandinformationprofessionalsareexpectedtoimbibevaluessuchashonesty,
integrity, transparency, accountability respectfulness, fairness, equity and justice
(ALA,2009;Rublin&Froehlich,2011).Apartfromthis,ademonstrationofsound
ethicalknowledgeandpracticeisasinequanonforlibraryandinformationscience
professionals.

QuiteanumberofProfessionalbodiesandassociationshavedefinedtheirethical
approachescomprisingofseveraldiscretecomponents(Whitebeck,1998).However,in
thelibraryandinformationscienceprofession,professionalbodiesandassociations,
both locally and internationally have their ethical principles and values. These
professionalbodiesandassociations include:AmericaLibraryAssociation(ALA),
International Federation of Library Association (IFLA), Librarians’ Registration
CouncilofNigeria(LRCN),LibrarybillofRightandNigeriaLibraryAssociation
(NLA)amongothers.

Thecoreethicalprinciplesemphasizedbytheseprofessionalbodiesandassociations
includeintellectualfreedom,equitableaccesstoinformation,informationprivacyand
intellectualpropertyrights(Falis,2005).Theseethicalprinciplesarefundamentalto
thepracticeoflibrarianshipandinformationscienceinNigeria.Itguidesthelibrary
andinformationprofessionalsindischargingtheirethicalresponsibilitiestothepublic.
LibraryandinformationscienceprofessionalsinNigeriaareguidedbythecodeof
conduct for librarians as specified in the Nigeria’s Library Association and other
professionalbodiessuchasIFLAandALArespectively(ALA,2009).However,there
areslightdifferencesintheethicalprinciplesoftheseassociationsandprofessional
bodies.Forinstance,itwasobservedbyKoehler,Hurych,DoleandWall,(2000)that
although there are differences in the ethical principles of library associations and
professionalbodies,howeverthereisfairlywideagreementaboutwhattheprinciples
are. For instance, principles of intellectual freedom and censorship, protection of
users’ right to privacy and confidentiality and recognition of intellectual property
rightsareupheldinlibrarianshipandinformationscienceprofession(ALA,2009).
Inthesamevein,MbofungandPopoola(2014)submittedthatethicalstandardsmay
beuniversalbutarenotabsolute;ratheritmaybesubjectedtomodificationwhenever
theneedarises.

Based on the importance of ethical standards and principles in the practice of
librarianshipandotheralliedprofession,theaimofthispaperistodiscusscoreethical
issuesinlibraryandinformationscienceprofessioninNigeria;identifytheethical
challengesencounteredbylibraryandinformationscienceprofessionalsinNigeria
indischargingtheirroles;andsuggestswaysofcombatingthesechallenges.Inview
ofthis,thelayoutofthispaperwillcoverthefollowingsub-topics:conceptofethics/
professionalethics,andpurposesof librarians’codeofethics.Itwillfurtherdelve
intocoreethicalconcernsinlibraryandinformationscienceprofessionasitrelatesto
theNigerianenvironment,ethicalchallengesencounteredbylibraryandinformation
scienceprofessionalsinNigeriawillalsobediscussed.Furthermore,thispaperwill
suggestwaysofaddressingtheseethicalchallengesandlastly,policyinterventions,
recommendationsandconclusionwillbemade.
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