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ABSTRACT

This chapter describes the Manage My Pain digital pain management platform and
its integration into the Transitional Pain Service at Toronto General Hospital. A
collaboration between ManagingLife, the developer of Manage My Pain, and the
Transitional Pain Service led to the creation of a patient-provider virtual community
with the aim of managing complex pain after surgery so as to prevent the transition

DOI: 10.4018/978-1-5225-2958-3.ch004

Copyright © 2018, IGI Global. Copying or distributing in print or electronic forms without written permission of IGI Global is prohibited.



Manage My Pain

from acute post-surgical pain to chronic post-surgical pain. User engagement,
motivation, and satisfaction are discussed with respect to the needs of (1) people
living with pain and (2) health care providers. Challenges in implementation are
described, along with new features developed for the digital platform as a result of
the partnership between ManagingLife and the Transitional Pain Service.

INTRODUCTION

Cindy was diagnosed with severe fibromyalgia in 1996 after a shoulder injury --
in addition, she was suffering from pain due to severe whiplash, spinal stenosis,
arthritis, bone spurs, degenerative disc disease, and multiple sclerosis. An orthopedic
surgeon informed her she would require surgery on her back and neck; however, she
was unable to afford health insurance, and surgery was not an option. The prospect
of living with severe pain for the rest of her life, and not being able to work to
support herself financially, left her feeling depressed and made it difficult to hope
for recovery and a life without pain (ManagingLife, 2012).

In 2011, a doctor suggested that Cindy keep a “health journal” to track her
symptoms and manage her painful conditions. The health journal was useful but
time-consuming and paperwork-heavy. She looked for a smartphone application
that would be more effective and convenient and discovered the app, Manage My
Pain. The app enabled her to track important information to manage her pain on a
daily basis such as symptoms, pain triggers, and treatments for her pain — all with
little hassle and in just a few minutes. Tracking and visualizing her pain through the
app helped her learn more about her chronic pain. Moreover, she was able to share
her data with her doctors. Manage My Pain helped Cindy create a patient-provider
virtual community, which ultimately enhanced her ability to effectively manage her
chronic pain (ManagingLife, 2012).

Cindy’s struggle with chronic pain resembles that of hundreds of millions of chronic
pain sufferers around the world. Unable to afford or access pain management services,
many people are left to suffer alone, desperate, and impaired. The implementation
of a virtual community within the pain management domain presents the dual
opportunities of reducing barriers to chronic pain management for people living
in pain, and optimizing the delivery of effective treatment by pain clinicians. This
chapter chronicles the integration of the award-winning digital pain management
platform, Manage My Pain, into an innovative hospital-based pain service to create
a patient-provider virtual community with the aim of preventing and managing
chronic pain after surgery.

94



32 more pages are available in the full version of this
document, which may be purchased using the "Add to Cart"
button on the publisher's webpage: www.igi-
global.com/chapter/manage-my-pain/190035

Related Content

Conclusion: The Code We Learn With

Juan Carlos Castro (2014). Educational, Psychological, and Behavioral
Considerations in Niche Online Communities (pp. 402-409).
www.irma-international.org/chapter/conclusion/99317

Visual Culture Versus Virtual Culture: When the Visual Culture is All Made by
Virtual World Users

Hsiao-Cheng (Sandrine) Han (2017). International Journal of Virtual and Augmented
Reality (pp. 60-71).
www.irma-international.org/article/visual-culture-versus-virtual-culture/169935

Morphology and Entropy in Networks

Ton van Asseldonk, Erik den Hartighand Leon Berger (2008). Encyclopedia of
Networked and Virtual Organizations (pp. 957-963).
www.irma-international.org/chapter/morphology-entropy-networks/17712

Seeking Accessible Physiological Metrics to Detect Cybersickness in VR
Takurou Magakiand Michael Vallance (2020). International Journal of Virtual and
Augmented Reality (pp. 1-18).
www.irma-international.org/article/seeking-accessible-physiological-metrics-to-detect-

cybersickness-in-vr/262621

Communities of Practice and Other Organizational Groups

Eli Hustadand Bjgrn Erik Munkvold (2006). Encyclopedia of Communities of Practice
in Information and Knowledge Management (pp. 60-62).
www.irma-international.org/chapter/communities-practice-other-organizational-groups/10466



http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/manage-my-pain/190035
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/manage-my-pain/190035
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/conclusion/99317
http://www.irma-international.org/article/visual-culture-versus-virtual-culture/169935
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/morphology-entropy-networks/17712
http://www.irma-international.org/article/seeking-accessible-physiological-metrics-to-detect-cybersickness-in-vr/262621
http://www.irma-international.org/article/seeking-accessible-physiological-metrics-to-detect-cybersickness-in-vr/262621
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/communities-practice-other-organizational-groups/10466

