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ABSTRACT

Onlinelearningisoneofthefastestgrowingtrendsineducationalusesoftechnology.Inthisstudy,
aninstrumenttomeasurethesocialattitudesoftheBrazilianstudentsbasedondistanceeducation
wasdevelopedandvalidated.Thestudypopulationconsistedofpublicadministrationundergraduate
students that hasbeenprovidingbydistance educationbyUniversityofBrasília, inBrazil.The
sampleofthestudyconsistedof590Brazilianstudents.Thescalehas41items,withtotalCronbach
alphacoefficientof.94,andreliabilitycoefficient(KMO)of.94.Thecorrelationsofeachitemwith
totalpointwerebetween.30and.79.Afactoranalysiswasrunusingdirectobliminrotationfor
constructvalidity,resultingin4factorsstructureexplaining47.12%oftotalvariability.Thesefactors
are“PersonnelandDispositionalAspects”,“ProceduralCharacteristics”,“NegativeAffects”and
“Internalizationandhabituationofusage”.Consequently,findingsshowthatTheBrazilianAttitude
ScaletowardsDistanceEducation(BrazilASTDE)isavalidandreliableinstrument.
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1. INTRoDUCTIoN

Inthepasttwodecades,onlinelearninghasbecomemorepopularandisbecomingmorewidely
accepted(Moore,Dickson-Deane,&Galyen,2011).Withthedevelopmentofnewcommunication
and information technology, online learning has become a strategic tool directly related to the
developmentoflifelonglearningofindividualsandtheexpansionanddemocratizationofhigher
education(Mason&Rennie2010).

Severalemergingtechnologytools,concepts,innovations,andadvancementsarebeingemployed
indiverseeducationalsettings.Therearevariededucation-relatedpurposes(e.g.instructional,social,
andorganizationalgoals),andtheemergingtechnologiesinvolveadynamicstateofchangeincluding
cyclesofacceptance,euphoria,adoption,maturity,andimpact.
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Distancelearningisaninstructionaldeliverysystemthatconnects learnerswitheducational
resources. This kind of learning provides educational access to learners in different educational
institutionsandcanaugmentthelearningopportunitiesofcurrentstudents.Itsimplementationisa
processthatusesavailableresourcesandwillevolvetoincorporateemergingtechnologies.

AccordingtoSabin,Settle,andRutherfoord(2012)severalkeyfeaturesofdistancelearning
includetheimportanceoftheteacher-learnercommunications,theseparationofteacherandlearner
duringatleastamajorityofeachinstructionalprocess,theprovisionoftwo-waycommunication
betweenteacher,tutor,andlearner,andthecontrolofthelearningpacebythestudentratherthan
thedistanceinstructor(Shapiro&Hughes2010;Venable,2011).

Distanceeducationtoolsprovideadifferentsenseoflearningexperiencestostudents.Theuse
ofinformallearningstrategies,suchasintrinsicreflectionandthesearchforhelpinwrittenmaterial,
ismoredemandedofstudentswhostudyatadistance.Meta-learningactionsareexpected,“learning
tolearn”,withthecontinuousapplicationofstrategiesofself-regulation,monitoringandcontrolof
thelearningitselfbythelearner.(Jaggars&Xu2016).Thisinvolvesthecontinuousdevelopmentof
theircognitiveandsocialcompetencesandskills.

Online learningenvironments canmake it difficult tokeepa learner focused, engaged, and
motivated.Otherthandesigningandstructuringanonlinecourseappropriately,thereisalsoawide
rangeofonlinetoolsthatcouldbeusedtopromotestudentengagementandinteractivityintheonline
learningenvironment.

Oneofthevariablesthatfacilitatetheeffectivenessofdistancelearningisthesocialattitudeof
learners.Morepositiveattitudestowardsdistanceeducationmayresultinmoremeaningfullearningof
thetransferredcontent.Criticaltoastudent-centeredapproacharetheattitudesofthetargetaudience
whichareanimportantelementinthedevelopmentofBraziliandistanceeducationprogramsand
systems. Probably having more positive attitudes towards distance education the engagement of
students inperformingdistancelearningcourseswillbegreater.Attitudesfacilitatebehaviors.If
therearemorefavorableattitudes,therearemorepossibilitiesofthelearner’scommitmenttohis/
herownacademicdevelopment.

Attitudes have long been considered a central concept of social psychology, education and
pedagogy(Hussain,2013).Theinitialdefinitionswerebroadandencompassedcognitive,affective,
motivational,andbehavioralcomponents.Anattitudecanbedefinedasanenduringorganization
ofmotivational,emotional,perceptual,andcognitiveprocesseswithrespecttosomeaspectofthe
individual’sworld(Mtebe&Raisamo,2014).Itreferstoapsychologicaltendencythatisexpressed
byevaluatingaparticularentitywithsomedegreeoffavorordisfavor.

Anattitudeisamentalorneuralstateofreadiness,organizedthroughexperience,exertinga
directiveordynamicinfluenceontheindividual’sresponsetoallobjectsandsituationstowhichit
isrelated.Asimplerdefinitionofattitudeisamindsetoratendencytoactinaparticularwaydue
tobothanindividual’sexperienceandtemperament(Ajzen,2002).Attitudeshelpusdefinehowwe
seesituations,aswellasdefinehowwebehaveinresponsetothesituationortowardtheobject.The
tri-componentmodelincludesattitudesincludefeelings,thoughts,andactions.

Thethree-componentmodelallowsustoidentifypositiveandnegativepre-dispositionstolearning
fromadistance.Thestudent’smentalmodelsofdistancelearningmayinfluencetheirbehavior.Itis
hopedthatthestudentwhobelievesinthistypeofeducationwillbemorecommittedandinvolved,
andthiswillreflectontheirlearning.

Therearemethodologiesandteachingstrategiesofferthedistancethatcreateculturallydifferent
expectations.Inaddition,therearedifferenttemplatesofwebplatformswithdifferentiatedfeatures
andonlinetoolsthataresupportedbythegovernmentfundingprograms,lawsandregulationsfor
theprovisionofcourses.Therefore,itisnecessarytovalidateaBrazilianmodel.However,littleis
knownaboutstudents’attitudestowardsdistanceeducationprogramsinBrazil.

Attitudereferstoaconstructformedfromdecodedstimulationoncognitiveprocesses,capable
ofgeneratingcognitive,emotionalandbehavioralresponses(Ajzen&Fishbein1980;Oskamp&
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