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ABSTRACT

ThepurposeofthisstudyistoelicittheapplicationofMultipleIntelligences(MI)theorytoacourse
taught in theMBAAndragogy.Administered to a sampleof 47 students of the first yearMBA
InformationTechnologyBusinessManagement(ITBM)programataprivateuniversityinIndiathe
studybroughtoutcertaininterestingimplications.Foremost,thewrittenreport,prescribedaclear
routemapforthepreparationandplanningoftheMIactivitiestobecometheSAPERP-Controlling
ConfigurationcourseintheMBA(ITBM)program.Second,theadministrationoftheMIAndragogy
tothetargetsamplebyapplyingthreewell-definedtools.Foremost,theMIprofileofthestudents,
second,themostpreferredMIactivityofthestudentandthird,theobservationschedulewiththe
instructor.Thestatisticallysignificantpreandposttestscoresvalidatedthestrengthofthework.The
thirdimplicationisthetriangulationofthethreetoolstoensurethecredibilityandvalidityofthe
results.Itwasfoundthatalittleover50percentofthesampleresultedincompletecorroborationand
thebalancepartiallycorroborated.Overalltheresearchextendsandenhancesthescopeandapplication
ofMItheorytoMBAAndragogyandserveseverybitabroadcitationtotheMBAteachingecosystem.
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1. INTRodUCTIoN

Theconstantupheavalintheareaofeducationisproposingnothingbutchange.Thereisaparadigm
shiftseeninthefieldofeducationfrombeingteacher-centrictostudent-centric(Baetenetal,2010;
Pucciarelli&Kaplan,2016;Rao,2016).Thefunctionandresponsibilityoftheteacherhavemoved
frombeinga‘sageonthestage’toa‘guideontheside’.Suchatransitioncallsforthepotencyof
theteacherswhohavetobeinnovative,resourcefulandreflectiveallthesametime(Kahu,2013;
Azam&Kingdon,2015;Xiao&Wilkins,2015;Richmondetal,2016).Itisahighcallingindeed.
Studentsseekqualityeducationandinnovativelearningmethods.Theemphasisisontheshiftfrom
‘subject-centerededucation’to‘competency-basededucation’totapanddevelopindividualabilities,
talent,andaptitude.Itisimportanttoaddressmarket-drivencompetenciesinthecurriculum-building
processandexecutethecurriculumusingwell-provenintelligencestheory(Moon,2007).Todayit
isimportantforfacultymembersinhighereducationtobenotonlygoodresearchersbutalsoimpart
qualitytraining.Becausethereisnodearthofinformation-theneedofthehouristo‘transmit’this
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informationinsuchawaythatitwill‘transform’theyoungmindstoreachnewheightsbybeingbetter
humanbeings(Gadeetal,2014;Savory,2016).Educationalactivitygoesbeyondthanjuststanding
beforeaclassandutilizingafewspecifictechniques.Teachingisanintricate,exacting,challenging
job.AccordingtoGuptaetal.,(2005),theteacherinthe21stcenturywillbemultidimensional.The
teacherwillceasetobeaninstructororataskmaster.Theteacher’sbusinesswillbetosuggest,not
impose.Theteacherwillinspireratherthandictate.Theinstructorwillshowhowtoacquireknowledge,
fostercreativityanddevelopthepropercapacityandabilityforthinkinginthecorrectdirection.The
challengeforateacherintoday’shighereducationisthathe/shehastoliberatethelearnerfroma
traditionaltextbook-centeredteachingtotechnology-enabledlearningandhastoputthestudentonthe
roadofself-actualizationthroughaprocessofself-learning(Tomei,2003).Theresearchmotivation
ofthisstudyisdrawnfromthreedifferentperspectives,namelyMBAEducation,Andragogyand
MultipleIntelligences.Inthesubsequentparagraphs,wediscusstheseperspectivesindetail.

Theresearchquestionisdevotedas“HowcanweadministerandevaluatetheapplicationMI-
theorytoanMBA-degreeclass?Theobjectiveofthisresearchworkistoexplore,defineandapply
MI-basedteachingmethodologyinacourseofferedintheMBAprogram.

Thispaperisstructuredintofivesectionsasgivenbelow.Sectiononepresentstheintroduction,
researchmotivationandobjective.Sectiontwopresentsanextensivereviewoftheliteraturetoidentify
theresearchgap(s)andreinforcetheneedforthiswork.Sectionthreeproposesadetailedmethodology
ofexecutingtheresearchplan.Sectionfourisabouttheanalysisoftheresultsandinterpretation.
Thefifthandlastsectionconcludesbydiscussingthepracticalimplications,limitationsandfuture
directionofthestudy.

2. LITERATURE REVIEw

Overthelasttwodecades,therehasbeengreatresearchinterestfromseveraldimensionsofMBA
educationorsotosaybusinessmanagementeducation.Oneofthemaincausalagentsisthatthe
manyofthelearningoutcomesofanMBAeducationareusedtosolvereal-lifebusinessproblems.In
otherwords,thestudentsareequippedwithacertaindegreeofindustry-readinessandarecapableof
approachingbusinesschallengesmorepracticallythantheoretically.ThesuccessofMBAeducation
vestswithahighdegreeofparticipant-centriclearningapproachandadvocatesaparadigmshiftfrom
ateacher-leadinstructionalmethodforastudent-ledlearningstyle.Industrial,business,technological,
globaldevelopmentskeeptheMBAeducationconstantlyevolving.MBAeducationdrawsmoreofa
student-centeredapproachthanteacher-centeredapproach.Therearenoone-sizefitsallinstructional
approach.MBAeducationcallsforsuchalearningapproach.Teacher-centricinstructionstylehas
beenwidelychallengedasinadequatelyeffectiveifnotdeliveredwithoutunderstandingthepulseof
theparticipant(Kain,2003;Jepsenetal.,2015;OluwadeandOluwade,2015).Thiscontributestothe
unfitnessofthestudentstointernalizethelearningandrelatetoreal-lifescenarios,whichhampers
theiremployability.Technology,innovation,marketrequirementscontinuetopressurizebusiness
administration education domain. Learning theories like MI can foster a collaborative learning
environmentandsimulatereal-lifescenariosbybetterunderstandingtheacumenofstudents.Chen
andYang(2010)examinedtheMBAeducationofferedinChinainlightoftheeconomictransition
requirementsofChina.TheyestablishthatthecurrentMBApractices,lackindividuality,andgraduates
aremass-producedbyjustcopyingtheteachingmethodologiesfromaroundtheglobe.Schoemaker
(2008)calledforaparadigmshiftfromthetraditionalcurriculum,administrationstylesofthebusiness
schoolstoamoreskill-focusedcurriculumthatcaninvokeintensestudents’interestinlearningrather
thanjustgettingtaught.Integrationoftechnologyandlearningisimperativeforhighereducationto
enhancestudents’market-readiness(BernauerandTomei,2015).MIcanbeoneofthemostwidely
recognizedtechniques,thoughlesstestedinmanagementeducation.Dataretal.,(2011)examined
severalchallengesinadministeringMBAcurriculumandemphasizedtheneedforbringinginnovative
andragogicstylestoenhancethelearning,retainingandrelatingabilityofthestudents.
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