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Chapter 4
Research Methods and Tools

ABSTRACT

This chapter details the research methods for assessing climate change
adaptation among farm families. The methods cover two types of procedures:
benchmarking and evaluation. The authors define benchmarking as the
documentation, measurement and analysis of current adaptation practice in
any giventarget group, organization or community for purposes of comparison,
internal or external, to a given standard, de facto or otherwise. Benchmarking
is not done within the bounds of project parameters (i.e., time and resources)
and project-determined outcomes. On the other hand, evaluation refers to
baseline, mid-term, final and ex-post measurements of adaptation practice
vis a vis given interventions. Evaluation is conducted within set project
parameters and project-determined outcomes.

INTRODUCTION

Our constructs on climate change adaptation enumerated in the previous
chapterlead us to two applied research methods, benchmarking and evaluation
(Flor & Flor, 2016).

Benchmarking
The main method for analyzing climate change responsiveness or CCRp is
benchmarking. Benchmarking refers to the documentation and analysis of

responsiveness, in general, or climate change adaptation, in particular, of

DOI: 10.4018/978-1-5225-2767-1.ch004

Copyright © 2018, IGI Global. Copying or distributing in print or electronic forms without written permission of IGI Global is prohibited.



Research Methods and Tools

any given target group, organization or community for purposes of future
comparison, internal or external, not within the bounds of project parameters
(L.e., time, resources) and project-determined outcomes.

Benchmarking provides the current state of climate change responsiveness
(including adaptation) of a subject or target group. Since climate change has
a spatial dimension, subjects or target groups would have a geographic or
locational attribute. Hence, subjects of the benchmarking procedure would
be: communities (e.g., towns, villages etc.); groups living within certain
geographical boundaries; or organizations. Benchmarking would be most
applicable to groups highly vulnerable to climate change.

The benchmarking procedure is exploratory. It is not based on assumptions
about the group, organization or community being studied. It does not test
hypotheses nor establishes correlations butis descriptive in nature. However, it
makes use of probing questions allowing respondents to volunteer information
themselves.

Mixed Methods Design

The use of Mixed Methods Research Design in the conduct of climate change
responsiveness benchmarking is recommended. Mixed methods design is
neo-positivist in nature since its conclusions are based on the analysis of
empirical data that has been specified in a conceptual framework.

Integrated mixed methods involve both quantitative and qualitative
strands. The QUAN strands in benchmarking refer to: the sampling tool
that identifies respondents; a one-shot survey that generates the climate
change responsiveness (CCRp) profile; the measurement of AKAP;
and the resultant ratings in the CCRp Scorecard. The QUAL strands
are composed of: focus group discussions (FGD); and key informant
interviews (KII).

The QUAN and QUAL strands are fully integrated since individual
strands or methods are dependent upon or will supplement one another.
The items solicited in the one-shot survey will depend on the responses
from the FGD. Consequently, the questions asked in the KII will depend
on the answers in the one-shot survey and the CCRp Profile generated.
Finally, the CCRp scorecard can only be accomplished after the key
informant interviews.
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