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ABSTRACT

ThisarticlefocusesonthecurrenttrendsofeducationandsocialchangeinBalochistan.
This article aims to point out the issues related to globalization and geopolitical
changesaroundtheregion.Balochistanisthemostbackwardareaintermsofsocial
developmentinPakistan,asithastribalsocieties.Thepoliticalturmoilandwarin
Afghanistanhasbeenpresentsince1979,andhasbroughtrefugeesanddonoragencies
intotheprovince.Thisarticlehighlightstheimportantofunderstandingtheimpactof
socialchangeinBalochistan.Themodesofemploymentandeconomicactivitieshave
witnessedmajorchanges.Educationhasplayedacrucialroleinbringingaboutsocial
changeinBalochistan,as it isevident inmanywaysin thecontextofemployment
patterns.A largenumberofpeople arenow in jobswhich requireda certain level
ofeducation,whencomparedtothreedecadesago.Itisvitaltounderstandthevery
dynamics of social change at this crucial juncture, when rapid social changes are
takingplace.
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INTRodUCTIoN

AsociologicalanalysisofcurrenttrendsofeducationandsocialchangeinBalochistan
demandsconsiderationofdifferentaspects.TheprovinceofBalochistanpresentsan
interestingscenariointhecontextofgeography,population,urbanization,andsocial
structure,asthesefactorsinfluencetheprocessofsocialchange.Thepresentstudy
covers the salient sociocultural features of Balochistan and the current trends of
educationaswellassocialchangeinBalochistan.
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GEoGRAPHICAL FEATURES oF BALoCHISTAN

BalochistanisthelargestprovinceofPakistanintermsofgeographicalarea,andthe
smallestintermsofpopulation.Itisspreadoveranareaof347,190km2,i.e.,almost
44%ofPakistan’stotalarea.Thepopulationoftheprovinceisapproximately33.16
million,whilePakistan’spopulationexceeds200million(WorldFactbook-CIA,2017).

Thefourgeographicalcharacteristicsoftheprovinceare:

1. Upperhighlands
2. Lowerhighlands
3. Plains
4. Deserts

Theupperhighlandsareinthecentralandeast-centralpartoftheprovince.The
lowerhighlandsincludetheSulaimanrangeintheeast,KirtharandPabrangesinthe
south,andChagai,Kharan,andMakranrangesinthewest(Hughes,2002).

Thegeographicalpatternoftheprovincehasdirectbearingonthecommunication
systemoftherespectiveprovinceaswellassocialchange.About35%ofanentire
networkofnationalhighwaysofPakistanpassthroughBalochistan(Dehwar,1994).

Thetotalblacktoppedroadsintheprovinceare2148kilometers,andsingleroads
are17098kilometers.Theprovincehashugepotentialfordevelopmentoffisheries,
tourismandseaports(Hussain,2007).ThelocationofBalochistanservesasahubin
thecommunicationsystem,asitprovidesampleopportunitiesandpotentialforthe
socialchangeandeducationaldevelopment.Balochistanisthemostthinlypopulated
province(Khalid,2005).

SoCIo-CULTURAL, ETHNIC ANd RELIGIoUS 
dIVERSITy IN BALoCHISTAN

Thethreemajorethnicgroupsofpeopleliveindifferentregionsoftheprovince.These
groupsare,Baloch(46%),Pashtun(42%),Brahui(21%),theremaining12%comprises
ofBrahui,Hazara,Punjabi,Sindhi,andothersettlerslikeTurkmensandUzbeks.In
Balochistan,theHinduportionofthepopulationissmall.Theyarefoundonlyinlarger
townsandseaports.TheirnumbersaresaidtobegreaterinQalat(Hughes,2002).

InBalochistanmulti-culturalgroupsaresettled.Inurbanareas,modeofliving
variesfromgrouptogroupandthelivingstandardisalsodifferentbetweenaffluent
classes.Intheruralareas,livingstyleisverymuchtraditional(Chaudhry,2006).

ThemajorgroupsofBalochistanaredividedintovarioustribes,clans,lineages,
andsub-lineage.Thetribeisheadedbythechiefofthetribe,called‘Sardar’(Jahangir,
1999).Thesocialorganizationintribalsystemisakinship.Itisamajorinstitution
whichprovidesidentityandsocializationtoitsmembers.Tribalsystemisveryeffective
inprovidingleadershipandinresolvingdisputesbetweenpeoplein‘Jirga’,whichis
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