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ABSTRACT

ThisarticleisastudyoftheinfluenceofsocialmediaonpoliticalparticipationofyouthsinNigeria
throughareviewofthemethodology,researchthemesandtheoreticaltrends.Theresearchmethod
wasacontentanalysisofforty-fourrelevantempiricalarticles.Findingsshowedthatthepredominant
themeswerepoliticalparticipation,socialmediaandethnicity.Mostofthereviewedstudiesemployed
surveys,desktopresearchorcriticalreviewofliteratureastheirresearchmethod.Mostreviewed
studieseitheradoptedquantitativeorqualitativeresearchmethodandwithoutatheoreticalframework.
Itwasevidentthatmanystudiesintheglobalnorthdidnotlinkpoliticalparticipationtoethnicity,
unlikethosethatwerecarriedoutinNigeria.Inaddition,therewerefewstudiesontheinfluence
ofsocialmediaonthepoliticalparticipationofyouths.Consequently,researchinthisareahasto
contextualizetheNigerianexperience,adoptatriangulationofquantitativeandqualitativeresearch
methodswithastrongtheoreticalbase.
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INTRodUCTIoN

PoliticalparticipationofyoungpeopleisonadeclineinWesterncountries(Putnam,1995a,1995b,
2000;Rahn&Transue,1998).Thisapparentdeclinemaybeconnectedtoexpiredparadigmthat
definedpoliticalparticipationasonlyvotinginelections(Verba&Nie,1973).Consequently,thishas
affectedresearchesinpoliticalparticipationwhichdependedsolelyonsurveydatageneratedduring
electionsastheprincipalmeansofmeasuringpoliticalparticipation(Salisbury,1975).Obviously,
thiserroneousdefinitionhasbeenchallengedbyscholarswhoinsistthatpoliticalparticipationis
sumtotalofcitizensengagementinthepoliticalprocessoftheircommunity(TamCho&Rudolph,
2008;Loewen,2010;Eesuola,2013;Falade,2014).

Ontheotherhand,theinfluenceofdigitalmediaonpoliticalparticipationhasbeenstudiedby
fromvariousperspectiveslikethefollowing:internetandpoliticalparticipationintheglobalnorth
(Tolbert&McNeal,2003;Best&Krueger,2005;Oser,Hooghe&Marien,2013)andinadeveloping
nationlikethePhilippines(Lim,2009;Shirky,2011).However,itseemsthatwithtime,studieshave
narroweddownonsocialmediaasagainstthebroaderinternet.ThiswasduetotheArabSprings
ofTunisia,EgyptandLibyawhichemphasizedhowyouthsusedsocialmediaforcollectiveaction
(protests)–(Aouragh&Alexander,2011;Chebib&Sohail,2011;Harlow&Johnson,2011;Hamdy
&Gomaa, 2012;Lim,2012;Papacharissi&Oliveira, 2012;Tufekci&Wilson, 2012;Douai&
Moussa,2013;Olorunnisola&Ojebode,2013).Otherstudiesonsocialmediaandpolitics/elections
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are: (Bennett,2012;Carlisle&Patton,2013).Sadly,all these studieseither interpretedpolitical
participationasvotinginelectionsaloneorfocusedonyouth’spoliticalparticipationasameansto
protestingand/orcollectiveaction.Theonlyexceptionwas:GildeZuniga(2012)whichstudiedthe
influenceofsocialmediaonpoliticalparticipation(fromallaspectsofcivicengagementtillvoting
inelections)whileKahneandMiddaugh(2012)thatlookedathowsocialmediainfluencedpolitical
participationofyoungpeopleinUS.

InNigeria,socialmediahaveadvancedpoliticalparticipationthroughcivic,onlineandoffline
engagements(Said-Moorhouse,2015).Nigeriahasapopulationofabout170millionpeople,outof
which86,219,965areInternetusers,withaninternetpenetrationof46.1%whichcontributes2.5%
totheover3.4billionglobalInternetusers(InternetLiveStats,2016).Thetoptenmostvisitedsites
byNigeriansare:Google.com,Google.com.ng,Facebook.com,Yahoo.com,Youtube.com,Twitter.
com,Jumia.com.ng,Linkedin.com,Nairaland.comandInstagram.com(Alexis,2016).Thisshows
thatFacebookandTwitteraretwoofthemostfrequentedsocialmediasitesinNigeria.The Economist
(2010)declaredthatFacebookwasthesecondmostpopularsiteontheinternetafterGoogle.The
useofFacebookbyNigeriansstandsat7.1milliondailyand15millioneachmonth(Mbalo,2015).
NigeriaisthemostactiveAfricancountryinpoliticalconversationsonTwitter,followedbySouth
Africa,Ethiopia,BurundiandEgypt(Portlands–HowAfricaTweets.com,2016).

Again,studieswereonlylimitedtotheinfluenceofsocialmediaonNigerianelections(Ifukor,
2010; Okoro & Nwafor, 2013; Aleyomi & Ajakaiye, 2014; Ezebuenyi, Ejimnkeonye, Daniel &
Onuigbo,2014;Olabamiji,2014;Oyenuga,2015).Ontheotherhand,thereisanaspectofpolitical
participationwhichseemspeculiartotheAfricancontinent:ethnicity.Reviewedliteratureonpolitical
participation influencedbysocialmedia in thecontinent focusedonethnocentricmessages.For
instance:socialmediawasemployedinspreadingethnichatredaftertheKenyanelectionsin2007
(Makinen&Kuira,2008;Njoroge,Kimani&Kikech,2011).Thus,politicalparticipation,eventhat
enabledbythesocialmedia,maynotbefreefromethnicityinAfricancountries.Itispertinentto
emphasizethatNigeriaisanethnicfault-linestate.Sadly,fewstudiesinvestigatedtheinfluenceof
socialmediaandethnicityinNigeria(Ukiwo,2015;Chiluwa,2016).

Consequently,thereseemstobeadearthofscholarlyworkthatsynthesizessocialmedia,political
participationandethnicidentitywithintheNigeriancontext.Manyofthereviewedliteraturewere
skewedexclusivelytosocialmediaandpoliticalparticipation(withveryfewfocusingontheyouth
population)ortopoliticalparticipationandethnicidentity.Evenwithinthecontextofsocialmedia
andpoliticalparticipation,thefocuswasmanytimesoncollectiveactionandvotinginelections.
Therefore,thispaperhopestofillthisgapbyempiricallyevaluatingtheinfluenceofsocialmedia
exposureonthepoliticalparticipationofyouthsinNigeriaandalsodetermineifethnicityinfluences
theirpoliticalattitudesonsocialmediaplatforms.

REVIEw oF LITERATURE

what is Political Participation?
Politicalparticipation involvesbut isnot limited tovoting inelections.This rathernegativeway
ofintroducingthisconceptisnecessarybecausemanyscholarshaderroneouslydefinedpolitical
participationasbeingexclusivelysynonymouswithvotinginelections.Anexampleisthisdefinition
byVerbaandNie:“politicalparticipationreferstothoseactivitiesbyprivatecitizensthataremore
orlessdirectlyaimedatinfluencingtheselectionofgovernmentalpersonneland/ortheactionthey
take”(1973:2).
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