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ABSTRACT

Thepurposeof thisarticle is toevaluate theeffectivenessof thecustomizedblogandeportfolio
(“blogfolio”)platform,ahybridtoolforteachingadvancedundergraduatewritingcoursesatalarge
researchuniversities in the southwesternU.S.By combining a blogfolioplatformand academic
writing, this article promotes the development of students’ academic community identity and
generates a better sense of identity and commitment among them towards their future career in
theirprofessionaldisciplines.Theauthorsreviewedandsynthesizedarticlesandtheoriesrelevant
toeducationalblogginganddigitalportfolios.Inaddition,theauthorsexaminedtheimpactsofthe
blogfolioonstudentlearningandprofessionaldevelopmentbasedondatacollectedfromsurveys,
blogentries,andserveractivitylogs.
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INTRODUCTION

Thepurposeofthisstudywastoevaluatetheeffectivenessofthecustomizedblogandeportfolio
(“blogfolio”) platform (Middlebrook & Sun, 2013), relying on the Movable Type software and
designedby the information technologygroupata large researchuniversity in thesouthwestern
U.S.Thisuniversity’s“blogfolio”isaweb-basedbloganddigitalportfolioplatform,anditsdesign
conceptwastofacilitatestudents’skillsinresearch,writing,andcriticalthinking;enhancestudents’
informationsharing,reputationbuilding,andpersonalexpression;andadvancestudents’academic
andcareergoals.

TherehasbeenmuchworkdoneonWeb-basedportfoliosandonlinelearninginhighereducation
(Cambridge,Cambridge,&Yancey,2008;Jafari&Kaufman,2006;Sun&Rueda,2012;Walsh,
Sun,&Riconscente,2011).However,littlehasbeendevotedtoassessingwhatsomehavecalled
the“nextgeneration”ofe-portfoliosthatmergesocialnetworkingfeaturesetslikebloggingwithan
onlineevidenceshowroom.Withabetterunderstandingofhowtheblogfolioinfluencedstudents’
processesandproducts,theresultsofthisstudycanbetranslatedintostrategiesforcreatingalearning
environmentthatcanenhancetheprofessionalidentitymoreeffectivelyattheundergraduatelevel
andbeyond.

This study investigated the impact of the blogfolio on student learning and professional
developmentasitrelatedtoalearner-centeredenvironmentthatencouragedacollaborativemode
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oflearning.Thestudyinvestigatedwhetheruseof theblogfoliohelpedstudentstoconfirmtheir
post-graduateplansandcareergoals,orenabledstudentstoestablishandprojectascholarlyand
professionalidentityonlinethatadvancedtheiracademicandcareergoals.Asapreliminarystudy,
thispaperintroducesanewteachingmethodtothewritingcourses,utilizingblogfoliostoencourage
studentstocontinuewritingacademicarticles,anddiscussandinteractwiththecommenters.With
dynamicandopeneportfolios,theplatformisexpectedtofacilitatethestudents’reflectionontheir
careers,ratherthansimplydigitalizingtheirpersonalportfolioandstoringitonanonlineplatform.
Therefore,thisstudyaimstocombineablogfolioplatformandacademicwritingtoassiststudents
indevelopingtheiracademiccommunityidentityandgeneratingadeeperprofessionalidentityand
commitmenttotheirfuturecareer.Theoverarchingresearchquestionsofthisstudyare:

1. Howdoblogfoliospromotestudents’identitywithregardtotheirprofessioninadvancedwriting
courses?

2. Whatmightstudents’perceivedusefulnessofblogfoliosbe?

FACULTy EXPERIENCES IN USING BLOGS OR EPORTFOLIOS

Inrecentyears,accordingtotheCampusComputingProject,therehasbeenatriplingofAmerican
collegesanduniversitiesutilizingeportfolios(Bass&Eynon,2009).However,themechanismsfor
establishinganeportfoliosystemthatallowforstudentbloggingandthatare,inthewordsofJafari
(2004),“sticky”oractuallyembracedbyusers(p.38),havenotyetbeenwidelyaddressedinthehigher
educationliterature.Thoughlimitedinscope,theliteraturethatdoesexistisneverthelessrevealing.
Forinstance,Lenhartetal.(2008)discoveredthatpre-universityteenswhoblogare“prolificwriters
onlineandoffline,”aswellascognizantoftheimportanceofwritingtotheirsuccessinlaterlife
(p.v).Consideringitspromise,agrowingcohortofacademicianshasbeguntograspwhatmaybe
possiblewithaneducativeuseoftheblogapparatus.Maloney(2007)amongthemreferstothe“stars
of thesecond-generationWeb,”includingblogs,asconsistentwith“student-centeredandactive-
learningmodels” (p.B26),whereasBurgess (2006)concludes that ifwiselydeployedblogscan
“contributetoareconceptualizationofstudentsascritical,collaborative,andcreativeparticipantsin
thesocialconstructionofknowledge”(p.105),andmayadditionallyassistin“developingliteracies
andcompetenciesthatareappropriateforthetechnologicalandsocialenvironmentsinwhichweall
nowwork”(p.106).HsuandWang(2010)investigatedhowusingblogsinthecollegedevelopmental
readingcourseaffectstudents’readingcomprehensionandlearningmotivation.Althoughresults
showedthatbloggingdidnotimprovestudentdigitalliteraciesandmotivation,itincreasedtheretention
rateandhelpedstudentsbuildastrongsenseoflearningcommunity.Itisthereforenotsurprisingthat
some,suchasCalderónandBuentello(2006),alongwithStefani,Mason,andPegler(2007),takethe
positionthatcombiningblogswitheportfolios“couldbetrulytransformativeforstudents”(p.140).

AN OVERVIEW OF EPORTFOLIOS

Aneportfolio is a centralizedmanagement systemof all digitalizedworkor learningoutcomes,
whichenablestheintegrationofanindividual’sperformanceinanelectronicenvironmenttoensure
swift understanding of information related to the individual’s performance, thereby promoting
improvementandcontinuousprogress(Middlebrook&Sun,2013).Eportfolioshavebeenusedand
investigatedinvariouscontexts,particularlyinthefieldofsocialwork,wheretheadministrators
integratedstudents’learningexperienceswithprofessionaldevelopment(Alvarez&Moxley,2004;
Fitch,Reed,Peet,&Tolman,2008).Researchersidentifiedbenefitsandusageofaneportfolio.For
examples,aneportfoliohelpsstudentsorganizetheirpersonallives(Waters,2008),actsasacontent
managementsystemthatcollects,shares,andpresentsstudents’learningoutcome(Fitchetal.,2008),
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