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ABSTRACT

In object-oriented evolutionary testing, metaheuristics are employed to select or
generate test data for object-oriented software. Techniques that analyse program
structures are predominant among the panoply of studies available in current
literature. For object-oriented evolutionary testing, the common objective is to reach
some coverage criteria, usually in the form of statement or branch coverage. This
chapter explores, reviews, and contextualizes relevant literature, tools, and techniques
in this area, while identifying open problems and setting ground for future work.

INTRODUCTION

Search-Based Software Engineering (SBSE) seeks to reformulate Software
Engineering (SE) problems as search-based optimisation problems. It has been
applied to a wide variety of SE areas, including requirements engineering, project
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planning and cost estimation, automated maintenance, service-oriented software
engineering, compiler optimisation and quality assessment (Harman, 2007). Most
of the overall literature (an estimated 59%) in the SBSE area is, however, concerned
with Software Testing (ST) related applications, with structural test data generation
being the most studied sub-topic (Harman, Mansouri, & Zhang, 2009).

The application of Evolutionary Algorithms (EAs) to test data generation or
selection is often referred to as Evolutionary Testing (ET) (Tonella, 2004b; Wappler
& Wegener, 2006b) or Search-Based Test Data Generation (SBTDG) (McMinn,
2004). ET consists of exploring the space of test programs by using metaheuristic
techniques that direct the search towards the potentially most promising areas of the
input space (Bertolino, 2007); its foremost objective is usually that of searching for
a set of test programs that satisfies a predefined test criterion.

EAs have already been applied, with significant success, to the search for test
data; the first application of heuristic optimisation techniques to test data generation
was presented in 1992 (Xanthakis, Ellis, Skourlas, Gall, & K. Karapoulios, 1992).
However, research has been mainly geared towards generating test data for procedural
software, and traditional methods —despite their effectiveness and efficiency —cannot
be applied without adaptation to Object-Oriented (OO) systems.

The application of search-based strategies to unit testing of OO programs is, in
fact, fairly recent — the first approach was presented in 2004 (Tonella, 2004b) — and
is yet to be investigated comprehensively (Harman, Hassoun, Lakhotia, McMinn, &
Wegener, 2007). Interesting review articles on the topic of SBSE, and Search-Based
Software Testing (SBST) in particular, include: (McMinn, 2004; Mantere & Alander,
2005; Xiao, El-Attar, Reformat & Miller, 2007; Afzal, Torkar, & Feldt, 2009; Ali,
Briand, Hemmati, & Panesar-Walawege, 2009; Harman et al., 2009; Harman &
McMinn, 2010; Maragathavalli, 2011; McMinn, 201 1; Harman, Mansouri, & Zhang,
2012; Varshney & Mehrotra, 2013; Anand et al., 2013). McMinn surveys the use of
metaheuristic search techniques for the automatic generation of test data (McMinn,
2004); because the work on SBST had, thus far (2004), been largely restricted to
programs of a procedural nature, these are the main subject of this review. In (Mantere
& Alander, 2005), a review of the application of Genetic Algorithm (GA)-based
optimisation methods to ST is presented; the authors stress out that all the researchers
in this area report good (or, at least, encouraging) results regarding their use. Xiao
et al. reported the experimental results regarding the effectiveness of five different
optimisation techniques over five different C/C++ programs (Xiao et al.,2007). The
results show that the GA-based approach outperformed the remaining techniques —
e.g., Simulated Annealing (SA), Genetic Simulated Annealing (GSA), Simulated
Annealing with Advanced Adaptive Neighborhood (SA/ANN) and Random Testing
— achieving the best overall performance.

163



31 more pages are available in the full version of this
document, which may be purchased using the "Add to Cart"
button on the publisher's webpage: www.igi-
global.com/chapter/evolutionary-approaches-to-test-data-

generation-for-object-oriented-software/202195

Related Content

A Fine-Grained Stateful Data Analytics Method Based on Resilient State
Table

Jike Ge, Wenbo He, Zugin Chen, Can Liu, Jun Pengand Guorong Chen (2018).
International Journal of Software Science and Computational Intelligence (pp. 66-79).
www.irma-international.org/article/a-fine-grained-stateful-data-analytics-method-based-on-
resilient-state-table/202955

Theoretical Framework and Denotatum-Based Models of Knowledge
Creation for Monitoring and Evaluating R&D Program Implementation

Igor Zatsmanand Pavel Buntman (2013). International Journal of Software Science
and Computational Intelligence (pp. 15-31).

www.irma-international.org/article/theoretical-framework-and-denotatum-based-models-of-

knowledge-creation-for-monitoring-and-evaluating-rd-program-implementation/88989

Classifier Ensemble Based Analysis of a Genome-Wide SNP Dataset
Concerning Late-Onset Alzheimer Disease

Lucio Coelho, Ben Goertzel, Cassio Pennachinand Chris Heward (2012).
Breakthroughs in Software Science and Computational Intelligence (pp. 433-442).
www.irma-international.org/chapter/classifier-ensemble-based-analysis-genome/64623

Computer Aided Knowledge Discovery in Biomedicine
Vanathi Gopalakrishnan (2012). Machine Learning: Concepts, Methodologies, Tools
and Applications (pp. 1389-1403).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/computer-aided-knowledge-discovery-biomedicine/56202

A Formal Statistical Data Modeling for Knowledge Discovery and Prognostic
Reasoning of Arecanut Crop using Data Analytics

Rithesh Pakkala Permanki Guthuand Shamantha Rai Bellipady (2022). International
Journal of Software Science and Computational Intelligence (pp. 1-27).

www.irma-international.org/article/a-formal-statistical-data-modeling-for-knowledge-discovery-

and-prognostic-reasoning-of-arecanut-crop-using-data-analytics/311447



http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/evolutionary-approaches-to-test-data-generation-for-object-oriented-software/202195
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/evolutionary-approaches-to-test-data-generation-for-object-oriented-software/202195
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/evolutionary-approaches-to-test-data-generation-for-object-oriented-software/202195
http://www.irma-international.org/article/a-fine-grained-stateful-data-analytics-method-based-on-resilient-state-table/202955
http://www.irma-international.org/article/a-fine-grained-stateful-data-analytics-method-based-on-resilient-state-table/202955
http://www.irma-international.org/article/theoretical-framework-and-denotatum-based-models-of-knowledge-creation-for-monitoring-and-evaluating-rd-program-implementation/88989
http://www.irma-international.org/article/theoretical-framework-and-denotatum-based-models-of-knowledge-creation-for-monitoring-and-evaluating-rd-program-implementation/88989
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/classifier-ensemble-based-analysis-genome/64623
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/computer-aided-knowledge-discovery-biomedicine/56202
http://www.irma-international.org/article/a-formal-statistical-data-modeling-for-knowledge-discovery-and-prognostic-reasoning-of-arecanut-crop-using-data-analytics/311447
http://www.irma-international.org/article/a-formal-statistical-data-modeling-for-knowledge-discovery-and-prognostic-reasoning-of-arecanut-crop-using-data-analytics/311447

