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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this article was to understand the causes, effects and measures
to reducechildmarriages in ruralZimbabwe.Childmarriageshaveserioussocial,
economic,health andpolitical implicationsonyounggirls and their communities.
Young girls are also robbed of their locally and internationally recognised rights.
Endingchildmarriagesdemandsamulti-sectoralapproachwhereallactors,suchas
parents,nationalgovernments,non-governmentalorganisations(NGOs),localculture,
and religion are involved. This article relies on qualitative methodology to gather
data.Purposivesamplingandsnowballsamplingmethodswereusedtoidentifykey
informantsandwomenwhowerevictimsofchildmarriages.Stakeholdersinvolved
inchildren’srightsshouldprovidereproductivehealthandeducationservicestolocal
communitiesinordertoendchildmarriages.
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INTRodUCTIoN

UNICEF(2014)estimated thatglobally700millionweremarriedbeforeattaining
theageof18.Itfurtherindicatedthatabout250milliongirlsweremarriedbefore
theageoffifteenyears.Childmarriageisanindicationofgenderinequalityinmost
African societies. It reflects social and cultural norms that are used to perpetuate
genderdiscriminationinsociety.ChildmarriagesarecommonlypractisedinSouthern
Africa and South Asian countries. Ten countries with the highest rates of child
marriagesare found in the twocontinents.According toaUNICEFReport (2014)
over280milliongirlsarelikelytobecomechildbridesbeforeturning18ifthereare
nosufficienteffortstoreducechildmarriage.Thereportfurtherstatesthatthefigure
isestimatedtorisetoabout320millionby2050duetoincreasedpopulationgrowth.
Thenumberofwomenmarriedduringchildhoodisfurtherestimatedtorisefrom700
millionto950millionby2030andfurtherriseto1,2billionby2050.Eachyearit
isestimatedthatthenumberofgirlsmarriedbeforeattainingtheageof18willrise
from15millionto16,5millionby2030(UNICEF,2014).Thereportalsoindicated
thatinSub-SaharanAfrica39percentofgirlsaremarriedbeforetheageof18while
31percentofgirlsinZimbabwearemarriedbeforetheageof18puttingthecountry
amongfoursouthernAfricancountrieswiththehighestratesofgirlchildmarriages.
Girlslivinginruralareasaremainlyaffectedbychildmarriage.Pooresthouseholds
aremorethanfourtimeslikelytohavegirlsmarriedbeforetheageof18thangirls
fromthe20percentoftherichesthouseholds(UNICEF,2016).AUNICEFReport
(2015)indicatedthatinZimbabwechildmarriagesinMashonalandCentralprovince
recorded50percent,MashonalandWest42percent,MashonalandEast36percent,
Midlands31percent,Manicaland30percent,andBulawayo10percent.

TheUnitedNationsHumanRightsCouncil(UNHRC)inJuly2015unanimously
adopted a resolution to ‘eliminate child, early and forced marriages’. One of the
targets(5.3)oftheSustainableDevelopmentGoals(SDGs)specificallyincludesthe
eliminationofchildmarriageasoneofitstargets(www.girlsnotbrides.org).Anumber
ofInternationalorganisationsandNGOshaveinvestedalotindevelopinginterventions
thatraiseawarenessaboutthenegativeconsequencesofchildmarriage.Theyhave
alsocomeupwith incentives forparents topostponemarriage foryoungchildren.
Parentshavebeenurgedtoprovideyounggirlsandboysnewopportunitiestoacquire
skillsandalternativesinsteadofengaginginearlymarriagesandearlymotherhood.

Therearevariousinternational,continental,regional,anddomesticlegislations
thatprohibitchildmarriages.However,despitetheselegislations,thepracticeofchild
marriagesisstillveryrampantinruralZimbabwe.Anumberofreasonshavebeen
giventojustifythehighratesofchildmarriagesinruralareas.Someofthereasons
relate to high incidences of poverty, protection of girls, fear of loss of virginity
beforemarriage,familyhonour,provisionofstabilityduringunstablesocialperiods,
lackofeducation,anddiscriminatorycustomaryandreligiousnormsandpractices
(InternationalHumanistandEthicalUnion,2007).The reasonscitedabovehavea
seriousimpactonwomenandgirls.Itisimportanttoexaminetheframeworkwithin
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