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ABSTRACT

This chapter highlights the internationalization of the higher education system 
in the Republic of Kazakhstan. It briefly discusses Kazakh national initiatives to 
enhance the country’s global economic competitiveness through modernization and 
capacity-building in the field of higher education and science. National experience on 
integration to the international educational space by the consecutive implementation 
of Bologna principles is reflected. The importance of the Bolashak presidential 
scholarship program is addressed as a strategy for human capital development. This 
chapter also underlines trends, tendencies, and issues of internationalization of higher 
education in globalization. Key aspects of internationalization considered through 
the prism of the Kazakhstani experience include academic mobility, accreditation, 
university rankings, and research and development (R&D).
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INTRODUCTION

This chapter discusses how globalization and internationalization have reshaped 
the traditional Soviet model higher education system and the state policy in 
developing modern Kazakhstan. It addresses Kazakhstan’s main structural 
changes and policy reforms due to the integration of the international educational 
space. This chapter reflects on the strategic transition of modern Kazakhstan to 
international standards in education and science through visionary leadership 
and new economic goals. The country’s national initiative to implement the 
Bologna Process and its main principles is discussed and analyzed. The prism 
of reliable statistics and data provides insight on the Kazakhstani experience in 
modernization of the national system of higher education. Kazakhstan’s unique 
experience in integration and internationalization is an example through the 
Bolashak presidential scholarship programme. The objectives are:

1.  Analyze and reflect on the influence of globalization processes on the 
internationalization of higher education in developing countries, particularly 
Kazakhstan

2.  Discuss strategic reforms in the modernization of Kazakhstan’s national 
higher education system within the context of the Bologna Process

3.  Discuss the importance of the Bolashak scholarship program related to the 
integration of Kazakhstan as a competitive nation in the global community

Additionally, this chapter reflects on contemporary practices of Kazakhstan 
in a global educational space. To discuss key aspects of internationalization, it 
focuses on issues related to academic mobility, accreditation, university rankings, 
and R&D. This chapter contains many examples, comparisons, and statistical 
analyses to represent current situations in the local educational market. Finally, 
the chapter explores the image of the academic profession in the context of the 
Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS). 

INTERNATIONALIZATION OF HIGHER EDUCATION TO 
FORM GLOBALLY COMPETITIVE NATIONAL ECONOMIES

The higher education system of developing countries is functioning and 
developing under the influence of inevitable factors, including globalization, 
internationalization, and liberalization. Globalization, which is one of the most 
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