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ABSTRACT

ETDsaretheSwiss-army-knifewhichhasunearthedtheshadesofgreybybringingforththeuntilnow
hiddenresearchtotheforefrontoftheworld.ETDspoweredbyopensourcesoftwarelikeDSpace,
EPrintsbuildupinformationecosystemforeffectivestorageandretrievalofthesesanddissertations
whichtakeyearsofhardworktoculminate.Suchsystemsneedtobeevaluatedasitspurposegets
defeatedifusersfindithardtoretrievedesiredinformationfromit.Webometricsinvolvesthestudyof
thewebthroughwhichonecananalyzethenumberofhyperlinks,typeandstructureofthehyperlinks,
websiteusageanditseffectiveness.Thepresentarticleisanattempttoassesstheperformanceof
onlineportalofthenationalETDrepositoryofIndiabyusingWebAnalyzerTestScore(WATS).It
alsohighlightsthestatusofOpenAccess(OA)ETDrepositorieswithrespecttootherOAcontent
likeresearchpapers,conferencepapers,etc.alongwithexploringthesoftwareusedforIndianETD
Repositories.Theoverallscoreofthewebometricanalysiswasfoundtobe6.4.
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INTRoDUCTIoN

Adissertationorthesisisaworksubmittedinsupportofcandidatureforadoctorateormaster’sdegree,
whichpresentstheauthor’sresearchandfindings.Electronicversionsofthesesanddissertations
collectivelyarecalledETDs(ElectronicThesisandDissertation).JohnsHopkinsUniversitywhich
starteditsETDprogrambeginninginthefallsemesterof2013,definedanETDasthedigitalversion
ofadissertationthatisavailabletothepublicviatheinternet(JohnsHopkinsSheridanLibraries,
n.d.).TheDigitalLibraryandArchives(DLA)sectionoftheVirginiaTech(USA),whichstartedits
journeytowardsETDsfromJanuary1,1997,considersETDsasatechnologicallyadvancedmedium
forexpressingtheauthor’sideas.AnETDdocumentstheauthor’syearsofacademiccommitment.
TheDLAdescribeswhytheworkwasdone,howtheresearchrelatestopreviousworkasrecorded
intheliterature,researchmethodsused,theresults,interpretationanddiscussionoftheresults,anda
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summaryofconclusions.TheETDisdifferent,however.TheDLAwebsiteenumeratedthebenefits
ofhavingthesesanddissertationsintheelectronicformatasfollows:

• Moreaccesstoresearch:
◦ Researchisavailableoncampus.
◦ Researchisaccessibleworldwide.

• Lessexpensetoauthorsandlibraries:
◦ Nopapercosts
◦ Nocopyingcosts
◦ Nophysicalshelfspace
◦ Lowercataloguingcosts

• Betterpresentationofresearch(notavailableinpaperformat):
◦ Additionofmultimediafiles
◦ Moredynamicpresentationofdata
◦ Hyperlinks
◦ Programsandcode

DukeUniversityLibrarieswebsitehasexplainedthebenefitsofETDstotheirstudentsunderthe
heading“Whatarethebenefitsofopenaccessformythesisordissertation?”Thebenefitsmentioned
ontheirlibraryETDwebpageresolvesaround:

• Greatervisibility:helpsimprovereputationbymakingtheirresearchworkhighlyaccessiblein
electronicform.

• RapidpaceofscholarlycommunicationviaInternettoavoidlongdelays
• Economicalasnoadditionalcostsassociatedwithprintthesesanddissertations.
• SubmittedETDspartofagrowinginternationalcollectionthroughtheNetworkedDigitalLibrary

ofThesesandDissertationsandothersuchOArepositories.
• Easydiscovery,andinturnmakingitmuchharderforanyonetoappropriateresearchwithout

givingduecredittotheresearcher.
• FulltextavailabilityofETDsthroughopenaccessiscitedmoreoftenandiscitedsooner.
• Multimediaobjects,includingcolourimages,hyperlinks,audio,video,spreadsheetsanddatabases,

evenvirtualrealityworldscanbeeasilyincorporatedintoandmadeavailablethroughETDs.
• ResearcherscanincludeastableURLforresearchworkintheirCV.
• OAIcompliantETDrepositoriesarefoundbypopularsearchengines.
• OpenaccesstoETDsisthepubliccontributiontoscholarship.
• Fulfilunforeseeableinformationneedsofdiverseusercommunity.
• 24/7availabilityandaccessibilityofETDsgeneratesnewerpossibilitiesforinterdisciplinaryor

cross-disciplinaryresearch
• Facilitatetheformationofunexpectedresearchcollaborationsastheresultofopenaccessto

scholarship.

STUDy oBJECTIVES:

BuildingaframeworkforanationalETDrepositoryrequiresmeticulousplanningformabinitio.
Studyofthefeatures,strengthsandlimitationsofsuchaprojectthroughscientificmethoddemands
evidencebasedapproach.Thepresentstudyhasadoptedwebometricanalysistodeeperinsightofthe
nationalETDrepositoryofIndiaforwhichthefollowingobjectiveshavebeenframed:
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