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AbstrAct

Locative inversion verbs seem to share the same 
argument structure and grammatical function 
assignment (i.e., <th-OBJ loc-SUBJ>) cross-lin-
guistically. This article discusses the nature of 
argument-function linking in LFG and demon-
strates how the Lexical Mapping Theory (LMT) 
rendered in Optimality-Theoretic (OT) terms, 
where argument-function linking is governed 
by universal violable constraints that consis-
tently favor the unmarked function, accounts for 
locative inversion straightforwardly. Within this 
OT-LMT, locative inversion is due to a universal 
morphosyntactic constraint, and language varia-
tion in locative inversion is due to the difference 
in its relative ranking. This account also offers a 
potential explanation for the markedness of the 
locative inversion construction.

INtrODUctION

The locative inversion construction, as shown in 
Figure 1, cross-linguistically has similar char-
acteristics in discourse information packaging, 
which allows the more familiar information to 
precede the less familiar information (Ackerman 
& Moore, 2001b; Birner, 1994; Cheng, 1983; Tan, 
1991). Between the canonical construction in 
Figure 1a and the inverted form of 1b, along with 
the switch of focus from the locative to the theme, 
is the change in syntactic function assignment. 
An example from Chinese is given in the figure. 
The theme role in Figure 1a is assigned the subject 
function and locative an oblique function; the 
canonical linking is, thus, <th-SUBJ loc-OBL>. 
In the inverted Figure 1b, however, the locative 
is the subject, while the theme now occupies the 
object position (Her, 1990; Huang, 1993; Huang 
& Her, 1998; Tan, 1991).
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This <th-OBJ loc-SUBJ> argument-function 
“mismatch” was first identified and convincingly 
argued for in locative inversion verbs in Chichewa 
(Bresnan, 1994; Bresnan & Kanerva, 1989) and in 
English (Bresnan, 1989; Tan, 1991). Examples in 
Figure 2 are from Bresnan and Kanerva (1989).

The subjecthood of the inverted locative phrase 
tai-shang “stage-top” in Figure 1b is evidenced by 
the fact that it is a bare NP and occupies the usual 

position for subjects. This is further confirmed by 
the usual raising test. As shown in Figure 3, tai-
shang “stage-top” is, indeed, the raised subject, 
while the “demoted” theme in the post-verbal 
position, also a bare NP, must be recognized as 
the object (see Figure 3).

Chinese data thus further confirm Bresnan’s 
(1994) observation that cross-linguistically, loca-
tive inversion verbs share an identical argument 

Figure 1.

Figure 2.

Figure 3.



 

 

28 more pages are available in the full version of this document, which may

be purchased using the "Add to Cart" button on the publisher's webpage:

www.igi-global.com/chapter/optimality-theoretic-lexical-mapping-

theory/22400

Related Content

The Theoretical Framework of Cognitive Informatics
Yingxu Wang (2009). Human Computer Interaction: Concepts, Methodologies, Tools, and Applications  (pp.

33-59).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/theoretical-framework-cognitive-informatics/22238

Victimization or Entertainment?: How Attachment and Rejection Sensitivity Relate to Sexting

Experiences, Evaluations, and Victimization
Alaina Brenick, Kaitlin M. Flanneryand Emily Rankin (2017). Identity, Sexuality, and Relationships among

Emerging Adults in the Digital Age (pp. 203-225).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/victimization-or-entertainment/173162

Perceived Website Aesthetics by Users and Designers: Implications for Evaluation Practice
Panayiotis Koutsabasisand Theano G. Istikopoulou (2014). International Journal of Technology and Human

Interaction (pp. 21-34).

www.irma-international.org/article/perceived-website-aesthetics-by-users-and-designers/115214

Public Access ICT in Peru
Juan Fernando Bossio, Katia Sotomayorand Erick Iriarte (2012). Libraries, Telecentres, Cybercafes and

Public Access to ICT: International Comparisons  (pp. 228-248).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/public-access-ict-peru/55840

Digital Divide: A Glance at the Problem in Moldova
Liudmila Burtseva, Svetlana Cojocaruand Constantin Gaindric (2007). Information Communication

Technologies and Human Development: Opportunities and Challenges  (pp. 77-115).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/digital-divide-glance-problem-moldova/22620

http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/optimality-theoretic-lexical-mapping-theory/22400
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/optimality-theoretic-lexical-mapping-theory/22400
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/theoretical-framework-cognitive-informatics/22238
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/victimization-or-entertainment/173162
http://www.irma-international.org/article/perceived-website-aesthetics-by-users-and-designers/115214
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/public-access-ict-peru/55840
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/digital-divide-glance-problem-moldova/22620

