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ABSTRACT

Inthepresentessayreview,theauthorshaveplacedthenotionofthewaronterrorunderthecritical
lens of scrutiny. Far from being a foundational event, the global pandemic affirms a trend that
originatedafterthewaronterror.Inboth,theideaoflivingwiththeenemypersist.Themodern
nation-state,whichissupportedbythehealthsystem,deploysdisciplinaryinstrumentstodetect,
trace,andisolatetheundesiredguest.Inthedaysafter9/11,surveillancetechnologieswereusedto
spyondifferentcitizenswhoweresuspectedtobeterrorists.Inthepost-COVID-19context,weare
allsuspectedtobeterrorists(carriers)whoplacethesocialorderinjeopardy.Ofcourse,terrorism
andthevirushavecertaindifferenceswhichmeritbeingmentioned.Terrorismismovedbypolitical
andpsychologicalaimswhileCOVID-19issimplyavirus(disposedofanyreasoningandwill).
Nevertheless,thereactionofsocietythatexacerbatestheinstrumentalistgazeseemstobethesame.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Withoutanydoubt,terrorismistodayoneofthemajorthreatsWesternnationsface.Somepolitical
authorities referred to the scourge of terrorism to denote the urgency of governments to thwart
someactiveradicalizedgroupswhichtodayoperateinthecoreofwesterndemocracies(Harmon&
Feldman,2007;Hoffman,2003).Terrorismnotonlyhasmutatedinthethresholdoftimebutchanged
itstacticsandstrategies.Since2001,terrorismhastargetedlaypeople,civilians,globaltravelersand
touristsworldwide.Whetherclassicterrorismhistoricallyplannedtheirattacksagainstcelebrities,
ChiefPoliceOfficersorevenauthorities,nowthe targets include luxury touristdestinationsand
leisurehot-spots(Korstanje2017;2019).AsLisaStampnitsky(2013)putsit,terrorismresearchhas
evolvedtobecomeamaturatedsub-disciplineofpoliticalscience,butparadoxically,terroristcellshave
embracedamoreradicalizedcosmologyoftheworld.Atthesametime,wehaveabundantinformation
ontheirpsychologicalmotivations.ItisdifficulttoresisttheimpressionthattheattacksontheWorld
TradeCenteron11Septemberof2001inauguratedanewepochoffearwherethecheckandbalance
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institutionsgraduallydeteriorated,ifnotundermined(Altheide2019;Skoll2016;Howie2012).Terror
wascommoditized,packagedandexchangedasanewmediaproductthatisgloballyconsumedby
avastaudience(Chaturvedi&Doyle,2015).Throughthestimulationofacultureofterror,liberal
policiesthatotherwisewouldberejectedwereunilaterallyacceptedbycitizens.Terrorism,since
9/11,forgedaseriousmoralcrisisopenlycrystallizedinthefearforthe“Other”anaspectvividinthe
postCOVID19context.TheriseofanewoutbreakknownasCOVID19openedthedoorstosimilar
answersandcounter-strategiesadoptedbythegovernmentjustafter9/11.Inthisvein,somestudies
focusedontheinterconnectionoftheenemylivingwithinandtheoutbreaksoftheCOVID19virus
originallyreportedinChina(Korstanje&George2021).Cohen-LouckandLevy(2021)cointheterm
viruismtodenotethemultifacetedconsequencesofCOVID19inthecitizens´life.Theseincludenot
onlyasentimentofvictimizationcomparedto9/11andglobalterrorism,aswellasmanynarratives
originatedinamanifestfeartothe“Other”.Thismootpointsuggeststherearemanysimilarities
betweenCOVID19andtheclimateoffearignitedbyterrorism.Viruism,comparabletoterrorism,
restsonthebeliefthe“Other”isseenasaperfectkiller.Inthisdirection,Desai&Amarasingamuse
thetermCorojihadismtoexplainhowradicalizedgroupsarecataloguedasapotentialvirusbylocal
authorities.Thereisabiologicalmetaphorofterrorismwidelyemployedtodisciplinethe“Other”.
Authorseloquentlynotethatterrorism,likeCOVID19,emulatesthelogicoflivingwiththeenemy
inside.Our currentmanuscript focuseson the interconnectionbetween terrorismandCOVID19
butnotfortheirsimilaritiesbutratherbythelong-lastingeffectsofterrorismintheWesternsocial
imaginaryandthewaysofperceivingthe“Other”.Whatisoriginalinourthesisisthatitgoeson
thefactthat9/11andtheWaronTerrorminedtheculturalmatrixofWestaffectingnotonlyhow
the“Non-WesternOther”isseenandultimatelytreatedbutalsothe“lawofhospitality”whichis
theideologicalcoreofWesterndemocracies.Farfrombeingafoundationaleventoranopportunity
towardsamoresustainablesociety,theCOVID19pandemicaffirmsatendencythatoriginatedin
2001whichleadsOccidenttocloseitsborderstothe“Other”.Theso-calledWaronTerrorsetsthe
paceforanewWaragainstavirus.

ThefirstsectionisaclearintroductiononhowthecultureofFearearlierformedintheUSfrom
itsinception,isoperatingtodaytomodeltheconsumeristsociety.Thecultureoffearisbasedon
precautionarylogicwhichemphasizestheneedofusingarationalinstrumenttoeradicateendogenous
risks.Theprecautionarydoctrinealignsdirectlywiththethesisthatholdswelivewiththeenemy
inside,andalsothenation-stateshoulddeployallavailablemechanismstodetectanddestroythese
internalpotentialenemies.Terrorismactivatedtheprecautionarylogicaffectingsomeofthecheck
and balance institutions of western democracies (Altheide, 2017; Sunstein, 2005; Skoll 2020).
Complementarily,thesecondsectionisorientedtodiscusstowhatextentterroristgroupshavemutated
towardsnewformjustafter2001.Whileclassicterroristtacticstargetedimportantpersonalitiessuch
asPoliceChiefOfficersorpoliticians,thenewterrorismattacksleisurespotsandtouristdestinations.
Whatisequallytrue,terrorismhaschangedtoadoptmoreradicalformsofviolenceoriginallydirected
againstinnocenttourists.Themassmediacoverstheeventsinminutesmakingaglobalexpansionof
fearworldwide.Theproblemofterrorismislived24/7throughthemediacreatingadifficultbridge
betweenterroristsandfame.Havingsaidthis,terrorismispackagedasanideologicalspectaclefor
somepoliciestobepassivelyacceptedbythecitizenry.Thethirdsectioncenterseffortsinunraveling
theintrinsicconnectionbetweenterrorandhospitality,apoint,lessdevelopedbyourcolleaguesand
thepointwherethisconceptualresearchcontributesdirectly.CitingDerrida,weovertlyacknowledge
thatinternationalterrorismjustafter9/11createdaclimateoffearwhere“theOther”isneglected.
Thisseemstobeaclearsignofthedeclineofhospitality.TheCOVID19saysnothingnewspeaking
ofalandscapethatoriginatedin2001.However,Derridadoesnotexplainhowhospitalityisaffected
byterrorism.Inthelastsection,weofferamodelthathelpsreadersunderstandingthepathwaysthe
SpectacleofTerrorismandCOVIDarestructured.Thesepathwaysincludetheaxiomoflivingwith
enemieswholooklikeus,theurgencyfordetectingandlockinginfectedcitizens,therandomnessand
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