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ABSTRACT

This chapter delves into the pivotal role of smart sensors in revolutionizing agriculture through smart 
farming practices. It begins by defining smart farming and elucidating the significance of smart sensors 
in this domain. An overview of smart sensors, including their types, functions, advantages, and limita-
tions, is presented. The chapter elaborates on the multifaceted roles of smart sensors in smart farming, 
encompassing environmental monitoring, precision irrigation, water management, and crop health 
surveillance. It emphasizes sensor applications such as temperature, humidity, soil moisture, light, water 
level, flow, and disease detection sensors. Furthermore, it explores the integration of smart sensors into 
farming systems, highlighting sensor networks, communication technologies, data collection, analysis, 
and automation for decision support systems. Case studies illustrate successful implementations of smart 
sensors in crop production, livestock farming, and greenhouse agriculture.

Application of Sensors 
for Smart Farming

Ushaa Eswaran
 https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5116-3403

Indira Institute of Technology and Sciences, Markapur, India

Vivek Eswaran
Medallia, Austin, USA

Keerthna Murali
Independent Researcher, USA

Vishal Eswaran
CVS Health, USA



19

Application of Sensors for Smart Farming
 

1. INTRODUCTION

Smart Farming, also known as precision agriculture, represents a revolutionary paradigm in modern 
agriculture, leveraging cutting-edge technologies such as the Internet of Things (IoT), artificial intelli-
gence (AI), drones, sensors, and data analytics. Its core premise involves optimizing farming operations 
and bolstering productivity through the meticulous integration of these advanced tools (Ushaa Eswaran, 
et al. (2023))

The significance of smart farming cannot be overstated. By harnessing technology, it equips farmers 
with invaluable real-time data insights into their crops, soil conditions, and livestock. This data-driven 
approach empowers precise monitoring and resource management, encompassing crucial elements like 
water, fertilizers, and pesticides, thereby enhancing efficiency and minimizing waste.

A pivotal facet of smart farming lies in its ability to monitor and manage vital parameters such as 
temperature, humidity, and pest infestations in real-time. This proactive approach enables farmers to 
identify and mitigate potential issues early on, preventing crop diseases and curbing losses significantly.

Moreover, technology plays a pivotal role in enabling automation and autonomy in various agricultural 
tasks. Drones equipped with sensors can efficiently survey vast fields, identify crop health issues, and 
even apply precise quantities of fertilizers or pesticides. Autonomous robots streamline labor-intensive 
activities like planting, weeding, or harvesting, offering increased speed and precision.

The integration of data analytics and AI algorithms ushers in predictive modeling and forecasting 
capabilities. Farmers can leverage this to anticipate shifts in weather patterns, crop yields, and market 
demands, aligning their production strategies for optimal profitability.

Furthermore, smart farming contributes to improved resource utilization and environmental sus-
tainability. By closely monitoring soil moisture levels, farmers optimize irrigation, conserving water 
resources. Simultaneously, they minimize the usage of harmful chemicals by targeting affected areas 
precisely, significantly reducing the ecological impact.

In essence, smart farming represents a transformative shift in agriculture, harnessing technology to 
optimize farming practices, increase precision, and promote sustainability. It empowers farmers with 
real-time data insights, automation, and predictive capabilities, facilitating optimal resource allocation, 
improved crop health, increased productivity, and reduced environmental impact.”

2. CHAPTER OBJECTIVES AND PURPOSE

2.1 Introduce the Concept

The chapter endeavors to provide a comprehensive and accessible understanding of the central concepts 
discussed within its purview. It will commence by precisely defining key terms, theories. This chapter 
delves into the pivotal role of smart sensors in revolutionizing agriculture through smart farming practices. 
It begins by defining smart farming and elucidating the significance of smart sensors in this domain. An 
overview of smart sensors, including their types, functions, advantages, and limitations, is presented. The 
chapter elaborates on the multifaceted roles of smart sensors in smart farming, encompassing environmental 
monitoring, precision irrigation, water management, and crop health surveillance. It emphasizes sensor 
applications such as temperature, humidity, soil moisture, light, water level, flow, and disease detection 
sensors. Furthermore, it explores the integration of smart sensors into farming systems, highlighting 
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