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Chapter  5

INTRODUCTION

Crossing the geographic boundaries of a nation 
virtually to learn something new is what transna-
tional learning is all about. Throughout the globe, 
across the countries there is a huge diversity not 
only in culture but also in education and learn-
ing. A course available in one country may not 
necessarily be available in another country, and 

it is not always feasible to hop around different 
countries and places to study it. If the same qual-
ity of education can be provided without leaving 
one’s comfort zone, then what is the purpose of 
settling for a regular, domestic course? From here 
starts the journey of transnational learning.

With the journey of Distance Learning, 
learner environments can change dramatically. 
In transnational settings, with different cultures, 
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languages, and even ideas about what constitutes 
education, this change can be amplified to great 
degrees. Seven transnational students from around 
the world were asked to explain their stories and 
synthesize them in this chapter. These case studies 
paint a picture of the variety and similarities of 
studying across countries and cultures, showing 
how vastly different learner experiences can be, 
yet how education can exist in many contexts and 
under many different conditions. These seven case 
studies bring the focus of transnational study to 
the learner’s perspective. This chapter itself also 
illustrates the mechanics of how students from 
across the globe can work together in creating and 
learning from each other, regardless of distance. 
The chapter was constructed as a global team, to 
highlight for the reader the individual transnational 
learner environments.

As shown in Figure 1, the student authors were 
selected from all over the world. Each author has 
their own respective learning background and 
field of study, making the chapter diverse and 
valuable. The chapter consists of the student sec-
tions. The authors composed their section show-

ing their own experience through transnational 
learning and, thanks to file sharing, were able to 
initiate working together without much concern 
for distance. As our individual stories formed, 
we were able to discuss with each other how to 
enhance the chapter and complete the introduc-
tion and conclusion via Skype and email. Even 
real world considerations like personal vacations 
did not limit the completion of this chapter. The 
method used to create the chapter shows how to 
work with distance learning, and it can be useful 
for transnational educators too.

This chapter explores several prominent and 
recurring themes in distance learning as experi-
enced by the seven co-authors through their 
learning experiences. Some of the prominent 
themes that will be explored are the flexibility 
that online learning provides to learners; its con-
venience over traditional classrooms; the sense 
of connectedness and the use of social networks 
to create a sense of connectedness. It also explores 
pivotal notions such as the cost effectiveness of 
online learning, quality when compared to tradi-
tional learning methods, and the opportunities 

Figure 1. The student authors in this chapter used DropBox, Skype, and email to coordinate their writing



 

 

16 more pages are available in the full version of this document, which may

be purchased using the "Add to Cart" button on the publisher's webpage:

www.igi-global.com/chapter/transnational-distance-learning/63321

Related Content

Online or Traditional: A Study to Examine Course Characteristics Contributing to Students'

Preference for Classroom Settings
Tim Klausand Chuleeporn Changchit (2009). International Journal of Information and Communication

Technology Education (pp. 14-23).

www.irma-international.org/article/online-traditional-study-examine-course/3982

Students Perceptions, System Characteristics and Online Learning During the COVID-19

Epidemic School Disruption
Benazir Quadirand Menghui Zhou (2021). International Journal of Distance Education Technologies (pp.

15-33).

www.irma-international.org/article/students-perceptions-system-characteristics-and-online-learning-during-the-covid-19-

epidemic-school-disruption/271277

Facilitating Students to Earn Computing Certificates via Blended Learning in Online Problem-

Solving Environment: A Cross-Course-Orientation Comparison
Chia-Wen Tsai (2010). International Journal of Information and Communication Technology Education (pp.

11-23).

www.irma-international.org/article/facilitating-students-earn-computing-certificates/42138

Book Review: Global Demand for Borderless Online Degrees
Amy White (2021). International Journal of Information and Communication Technology Education (pp. 1-

2).

www.irma-international.org/article/book-review/272244

IT Training as a Strategy for Business Productivity in Developing Countries
Shirish C. Srivastavaand Thompson S.H. Teo (2008). Online and Distance Learning: Concepts,

Methodologies, Tools, and Applications  (pp. 2941-2951).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/training-strategy-business-productivity-developing/27601

http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/transnational-distance-learning/63321
http://www.irma-international.org/article/online-traditional-study-examine-course/3982
http://www.irma-international.org/article/students-perceptions-system-characteristics-and-online-learning-during-the-covid-19-epidemic-school-disruption/271277
http://www.irma-international.org/article/students-perceptions-system-characteristics-and-online-learning-during-the-covid-19-epidemic-school-disruption/271277
http://www.irma-international.org/article/facilitating-students-earn-computing-certificates/42138
http://www.irma-international.org/article/book-review/272244
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/training-strategy-business-productivity-developing/27601

