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Abstract

With the launch of six courses in January 1997, Florida Virtual School
(FLVS) becameanewresourcefor all studentsinFlorida. FLVSteachers,
developers of the online curriculum, experimented with innovative ways
of encouraging studentsto beresponsiblelearners. Inthevirtual classroom,
teachers soon discovered that frequent communication with studentsand
parents reaped tremendous rewards. In this chapter, the reader will see
inside the teaching process at Florida Virtual School as the following
essential characteristicsof onlineteaching arehighlighted: communication,
teamwork, flexibility, student-centered learning, and love of students.
Usingtechnol ogy asatool todesignand deliver curriculumandinstruction,
the virtual learning environment mirrors the technological world that
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students live in today and will work in tomorrow. Virtual education
changes the way teachers teach and interact with each other, with
students and with parents. Virtual educators are reshaping the routine
learning modes of the traditional school day to a dynamic, interactive
real-world learning environment that presents choices to parents and
students and requires students to take owner ship of the learning process.

Teaching Any Time, Any Place, Any
Path, Any Pace

Teacher performance isamajor reason for the success of Florida Virtual
School (FLV'S), which was noted as being “the largest and most well-
established state-supported virtual school inthenation” in EducationWeek' s
Technology Counts edition (Doherty, 2002, p. 19). Withamissionto give
studentschoicesinhow they learn, whenthey learnandwherethey learn, FLVS
providesalearning environment that servesall learners. Home schoolers,
athletes, performers, and studentswith scheduling conflictsor medical prob-
lemsbenefit fromthe* any time, any place, any path, any pace” motto. FLVS
takesfull advantageof itselectronic environment. A samplepagefromthe
website (http://www.flvs.net) showcasesour services:

» Welcometo FLVSfromyour ExecutiveDirector,
JulieY oung

« Attention Students: Spring 2003 registrationis
now open. Click here to view the Spring 2003
courselist (PDF). Pleasenotespaceinfull credit
coursesislimited.

* Need to know when the next progressreport is
due out? Check out the FLVScalendar.

* Request a copy of your transcript when you
receive a final grade in your course using our
Transcript Request Form (PDFfile)
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