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Abstract

As rural communities and schools decline in size educational policy
makers often question their viability. In the Canadian province of
Newfoundland and Labrador and in New Zealand, new educational
structures based on digital networking, using the Internet, have been
developed for the delivery of education to rural schools. Within these
electronic educational structures senior students in rural high schools
have been provided with extended curriculumchoicethroughacombination
of on-site and online instruction. This has led to three challenges: the
administration of electronically inter-connected rural schools, the
integration of physical and virtual classes, and the need to find pedagogy
that is appropriate for e-teaching and e-learning. The new educational
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structures in rural Newfoundland and New Zealand have extended
traditional classroomsin termsof time, space, organisation and capacity.

The Management of Virtual Classes In
School District Digital Intranets

Asrural communitiesdeclineinsize, educational policy makersoftenquestion
theviability of thesmall school slocated withinthem. Traditionally, senior rural
high school studentshave been encouragedto completetheir studiesinlarger
institutions, including boarding school s, most of which arelocated inurban
areas. Inmany instances, small schoolshave been closed and their students
transported by busto schoolsinlarger centres.

A problem common to small schools throughout the world is the issue of
curriculumchoicefor senior students. Itisdifficulttojustify theappointment of
specidlistteachersfor very small numbersof studentsinrural schools. Accord-
ingly, rural high school studentsoftendo not have accessto thesamerangeof
curriculum choicesenjoyed by their urban peerswho areeducated inschool s
locatedinlarger communities.

Theeducational policy dilemmaof providing resourcesfor small schoolsin
waysthat ensuretheir students have accessto educational and, indirectly,
vocational opportunitiescomparabletotheir urban peersiscompoundedin
countrieswhereitisnecessary to maintain viableeducational institutionsin
areaswheretherearesignificant economicresources. In Canada, Australia,
New Zealand and many of theNordic countries, schoolsinsmall and remote
communitiesarevital tothenational economicinfrastructureasthey areoften
located near mines, forests, fisheriesor agricultural activities. However, itis
difficult toattract and retain professional and servicepersonnel inrural areas
if local schoolsarenot perceivedto beat | east asgood asthoseincities.

The Development of Virtual Classesin
New Zealand and Atlantic Canada

Whenschoolsareelectronically linked so that they can sharetheir teaching
resources, often over considerabl e distances, amuchwider curriculum for
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