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ABSTRACT

A primary goal of this chapter is to explore the phenomenon of increased attitudes and behaviors of
entitlement among youth in modern America. With a basis that the increase is a result of social mindset
shifts of post-World War Il America, instances of the “Gimme More” mindset will be explored using
qualitative research methodology stemming from the author’s experiences and research as an educa-
tor. Moreover, the author will provide ways in which educators can combat this character-threatening
mentality and help develop more accountable and empathetic citizens despite grade level, race, socio-
economic status, and other elements that sometimes detract from a core issue and diverge from individual
choice. This explanation will cover ideas that, if reflected accurately and consistently, can transcend
to the human race, not certain races by exclusion or exception. While issues of intersectionality must
be understood and discussed, they are not widely addressed in this chapter, and they do not ultimately
thwart ambitions of global citizenship in the context that is explored here.

INTRODUCTION

L have beenwriting about education, social justice,
and democracy in the United States for over thirty
years. I have done so not because I am motivated
by some lofty notion of the perfect society, but
because I believe that any talk about the future
has to begin with the issues of youth, who more
than any other group embody the projected desires,
dreams, and commitments of society’s obligations
to the future. — Henry A. Giroux (2005, p. 213)

DOI: 10.4018/978-1-4666-9634-1.ch036

In this chapter, though it is argued that younger
generations are growing increasingly narcissistic,
the actual goals of this discourse do not include
pointing a blind or unsympathetic finger of blame
atany one group or movementin particular (except
for perhaps blind capitalistic and materialistic
ambitions). A house of cards has been built in
America’s social and educational systems. No
one should be shocked that it is now falling apart;
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however blaming the wind that blew over the house
of cards is not necessarily as valuable as finding
out how to ultimately build a sturdier house.
Therefore, this chapter will conclude with possible
solutions to the commodification of education
that is being encouraged via modern systems and
ideals, namely the unfortunate advancement of
and requirement for market-models across many
western educational levels. Inhis article Changing
the Subject: Neoliberalism and Accountability in
Public Education, John Ambrosio of Ball State
University urges “that resisting neoliberal forms
of accountability is crucial, not only to defending
the right of students to a genuine and equitable
public education, but to refusing the extension of
market values and culture to education” (pp. 316).
This chapter works to dissect the core issues and
conflicts of neoliberal models for accountability
ineducation, discuss how these models contribute
to the entitlement mindset among today’s youth,
and what instructors can do to thwart an inflated
sense of self among students.

The American Dream, specifically post-World
War II, used to inspire that every household con-
sist of a money-making, hard-working husband,
probably dressed in a sophisticated business suit,
a refined and resourceful housewife who was
primped and proper, 2.5 kids who were well-
behaved and god-fearing, a home (owned, not
rented) with a white picket fence, and perhaps
even a golden retriever. The children would be
disciplined in all aspects of life, from chores, to
schooling, to personal relationships. Priorities
included the family image, ingrained work ethic,
tradition, manners, education, likely the church,
and citizenship, among others. While I do not want
to spend time glorifying the American Dream as
it was accepted and expected at that time or say-
ing that it was flawless and that this is what the
US should revert back to, time will be devoted to
articulate some of the ways in which generations
over time have shifted their life priorities, thus
creating the comparatively less empathetic world
in which we live. The images of post-World War

IT American life-styles help to illustrate some of
the notable changes that have taken place in the
past six or seven decades. The ambition of this
dream is even more fascinating when one con-
siders its promises and connects them with the
current stance and values of America. In a criti-
cal analysis of the history and influence of “the
American Dream” and its evolution throughout
the history of this country, Demetri Lallas, PhD
in American Literature and Culture from the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Madison, articulates that *
loose standards about “the American dream” are
provocative during these days of record mortgage
foreclosure, ruinous underemployment, rampant
studentloan debt, and the 99% movement” (2014).
How have the goals of such an ideological dream
become so unattainable and rare among its society
members? Furthermore, how have we sacrificed
the once strong and socially required expectation
to be “good” to one another? The ripples made in
a pond must begin with something falling.

In a chapter titled Cultural Studies, the War
Against Kids, and the Re-becoming of U.S. Mo-
dernity, American scholar Lawrence Grossberg,
Ph.D (2005) describes this shift as he states that
“[f]or the past twenty years, we have been moving
away from a middle-class society, the society of
the American Dream” (p. 361). An exceedingly
complex process of ever-changing lifestyle pri-
orities and global shifts in the responsibilities
of citizens has and continues to take place. This
has absolutely siphoned into our educational
system(s). To expand more on the historical con-
nection of and the imperialistic advancement of
neoliberal accountability policies in education,
Ambrosio (2013) explains that,

... during Reagan’s first term, the rhetoric dis-
course, and purpose of accountability shifted from
a primary concern with optimizing the relation
between resource inputs and educational outputs,
to arelentless drive to create policies andpractices
that aim to produce social conditions and forms
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