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ABSTRACT

Institutionalrepositories(IRs)areemergingtrendsinscholarlydiscourseamongmembersofthe
academiccommunityinNigeria.GlobalpracticeshowsthatmanyIRsareadministeredbylibrarians
intheacademia.ThisarticleexaminesthenexusbetweenlibrariesandIRs.Itobservedthatthough
theemergenceofIRsholdsgreatadvantageforacademicinstitutions,manyNigerianinstitutions,
especiallyuniversities,donothavefunctionalIRsbecauseoftheinabilityoftheirlibrariestorun
them.Thearticlefurtheridentifiesthedigitaldivide,inadequatefinancing,thelackofICTskillsand
awarenessaswellascopyrightissuesaschallengesinhibitingtheestablishmentandmanagementof
IRsinNigeria.Recommendationsaremadefordealingwiththeidentifiedchallenges.
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INTRODUCTION

Academicinstitutionsareregardedgloballyasknowledgecreators,facilitatorsanddisseminators.
Inrecent times, institutionalrepositorieshavebecomemajorchannels throughwhichinstitutions
carryoutthesefunctions.Theneedtofacilitatescholarlyscientificcommunicationbroughtabout
theOpenArchivesInitiative(OAI)in1999.Theinitiativefacilitatedtheriseofinstitution-based
repositories(Jones,AndrewandMacColl2006).Overtheyears,publishinganddisseminatingthe
resultsofresearchelectronicallyhasledtoexponentialgrowthofscholarlyliterature.However,not
allscholarlyliteratureisfreelyavailable;asignificantnumberofjournalsaresubscriptionbased.
Thecontinuousriseinpriceofessentialjournalsandtheshrinkingbudgetoflibrarieshavebeen
observedasthereasonsforthecreationofdigitalrepositorieswhichisaviableandworkablesolution
(Harnad,2006;Odlyzko,2006).

Lynch(2003)definedinstitutionalrepository(IR)as‘asetofservicesthatauniversityofferstothe
membersofitscommunityforthemanagementanddisseminationofdigitalmaterialscreatedbythe
institutionanditscommunitymembers’.Itisanonlinearchivethatcollects,preservesanddisseminates
digitalcopiesofthescholarlyoutputofauniversitycommunity.Institutionalrepositorycouldalso
beregardedasadigitalsystemforcapturing,preservingandcreatingaccesstotheintellectualoutput
ofaresearchoracademiccommunity(Foster&Gibbons,2005).
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Thedivergentpositionsnevertheless,institutionalrepositoriesareelectronicandinternet–based
platformsconcernedwithknowledgegenerationanddisseminationfromanacademiccommunity
forthepurposeofeducational,socio-politicalandeconomicdevelopment(OkedeandOwate,2015).
Theestablishmentofinstitutionalrepositoriesisaimedatreaffirminginstitutionaldominanceover
researchoutputwithaviewtoredefiningintellectualdiscourseandbreakingtheexclusivecontrolof
journalpublishers(Halder&Chandra,2012).Thecontentofrepositoriesincludes:journalarticles,
chaptersinbooks,theses,dissertations,researchdata,conferenceproceedingsandothers.Theycould
bemanagedwithopensourceorcommercialsoftware.Arguably,themostpopularsoftwareusedfor
themanagementofrepositoriesinNigeriaisDspaceandEprints.Librariesarethearrowheadinthe
creationandmanagementofinstitutionalrepositories.

LibrariansinNigerialiketheircounterpartsinthedevelopedcountrieshavealsorecognizeddigital
institutionalrepositoriesasformidablemeanstocombatriseinpricesofserials.Librariesareoften
chargedwiththeresponsibilitiesofestablishingandmanaginginstitutionalrepositories.Generally,
librariesareuniqueinthat theydonotonlyselect,organize,storeandretrieveinformation;they
alsocreateaccess,protectintellectualfreedomandprovidedirectassistanceandinstructionstotheir
patronsintheuseofinformationresources.Inthe21stcentury,newinformationandcommunication
technologies(ICTs)haverevolutionizedtheformatandstyleoflibraryservices.Thechannelsfor
accessanddistributionofinformationandknowledgehavebecomemuchmorediverse.Whilelibraries
willnotbereplaced,theyneedtoadaptnewmethodologiesinordertotakeadvantageofthenewICT
tools.Oneimportantwaythroughwhichlibrarieshaverisenuptothischallengeistheirinvolvement
increatingandrunningplatformsforinstitutionalrepositories.

However,establishingandoperatinganinstitutionalrepository(likeanyotherICTplatform)isnot
withoutchallenges.Globally,nationsandinstitutionshavetodealwithbarriersinordertoeffectively
andefficientlyrunanyICTplatformincludingIRs.Thebarriersmayonlydifferdependingonwhich
sideoftheeconomicanddigitaldividethenationorinstitutionbelongs.Universitiesandlibraries
indevelopingcountrieslikeNigeriahavetocontendwithinadequatefunds,technologyproblems,
lackofstableelectricity,copyrightissuesandsoon.Thoughsomeofthesechallengeshavebeen
identifiedinliterature,notmuchhavebeenwrittenonhowtodealwiththesebarriersinrelationto
institutionalrepositoriesespeciallyinNigeria.Currently,outofthe127Universitiesinthecountry,
onlythirteenofthemhaveoperationalandviablerepositories(Ifijeh,2014).

ThefrontlineuniversityinNigeriaintermsofinstitutionalrepositoryisCovenantUniversity,
Ota,south-westNigeria.CovenantUniversityrepositoryisrankedasnumberone(1)inNigeria,nine
(9)inAfricaandfivehundredandforty(540)intheworld(seeTable2).TheUniversityofJos,in
North-centralNigeriaremainedthefirstacademicinstitutionofhigherlearningtoestablishIRin
2009.Sinceinception,therepositoryhasbeenfacedwiththechallengesofinadequatefunding,lack
ofcommunitysupport,poorinfrastructureandelectricitysupply;four(4)yearsafteritstakeoff,
thechallengesremainedunresolved(AkintundeandAnjo,2013).Previouseffortstofindsolutions
throughconsortiumbuildingandadvocacyprogramsfailedtoyieldanypositiveresult(Ogege,2010).

Thispaperintendstofillthisgap.Additionally,thepaperx-raystheprominenceofinstitutional
repositoriesintheadvancementofscientificscholarshipandenquiryaswellasdiscussestherole
ofNigerianlibrariesinthemanagementofinstitutionalrepositories.Thepaperintendstoidentify
challengeshinderingNigerianlibrariesfromplayingtheirrolesinthemanagementofrepositories.
Itendswithrecommendationstoaddresstheidentifiedchallenges.

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

Institutionalrepositories(IRs)whichareopenaccesselectronicplatformshavegreatpotentialsto
createvisibilityforresearch/scholarlyoutputsandofferaccess torelevant informationresources.
DespitethepromisingpotentialsofIRs,theyarenotmaximallyexploitedbyacademicinstitutions
inNigeria.Mostoften,academiclibrariesaresaddledwiththeresponsibilitiesofestablishingand
managingIRsinthecountry.Sadly,Nigerianlibrariesarenotabletocarryouttheseresponsibilities.
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