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ABSTRACT

Spatial Planning focuses on planning and management of space, as a core axis towards sustainable 
development, as well as balanced sustainable development, closely related with economic determining 
factors, such as productivity, economic environment, investments and competitiveness. This paper attempts 
to analyze spatial planning framework and its contribution towards sustainable regional development. 
More precisely, this paper analyses the case studies of the region of the North Aegean and South Aegean, 
especially the islands of Lesvos, Rhodes, and Crete.

SPATIAL PLANNING AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Until the end of 1980 decade, when the term of ‘sustainable development’ emerged, development has been 
mostly referred to economic growth. Sustainable development has been established as a scientific term 
comprising a three-dimensional meaning: namely economic, social and environmental. Developments 
in the theory of sustainable development sets as prerequisites the improvement of economic indicators, 
namely economic growth, also combined with improvements in social indicators, namely social devel-
opment, also including the environmental sustainability (Delladetsimas, 1997). Figure 1 illustrates the 
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three factors of economic and social development. Basic aim resulting from sustainable development 
policies implementation is the enhancement of welfare and living standards, the efficient management 
of available resources, pursuing not only present welfare, but also welfare regarding future generations.

Within this framework, ‘space’ is considered to be as one of the major elements, determining the 
interrelations between socio-economic conditions and production, both in regional and sectoral level, 
as illustrated in Figure 2.

Spatial Planning within sustainable development planning is essential for spatial sustainable devel-
opment across space (regionals, national and international space). Within this analysis, it is important 
that different regions are not moving within the same developing path, due to different geographical, 

Figure 1. Development factors
Source: Own elaboration

Figure 2. Core determining factors of system of production
Source: Maier J., Obermaier F. (2001)



 

 

35 more pages are available in the full version of this document, which may

be purchased using the "Add to Cart" button on the publisher's webpage:

www.igi-global.com/chapter/spatial-planning-and-regional-growth/206043

Related Content

Analysis of Economic Learning Success
Henny Indrawatiand  Caska (2019). International Journal of e-Collaboration (pp. 18-30).

www.irma-international.org/article/analysis-of-economic-learning-success/240638

Digital Divide and E-Health Implications for E-Collaboration Research
Michele Masucci (2008). Encyclopedia of E-Collaboration (pp. 153-158).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/digital-divide-health-implications-collaboration/12419

Computer-Supported Collaborative Work and Learning: A Meta-Analytic Examination of Key

Moderators in Experimental GSS Research
John Lim, Yin Ping Yangand Yingqin Zhong (2009). E-Collaboration: Concepts, Methodologies, Tools, and

Applications  (pp. 98-128).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/computer-supported-collaborative-work-learning/8778

Enhancing E-Collaboration Effectiveness through the Use of Wikis: A Theoretical Examination in

the Context of Requirements Elicitation
Anand Simhaand Rajiv Kishore (2009). International Journal of e-Collaboration (pp. 58-78).

www.irma-international.org/article/enhancing-collaboration-effectiveness-through-use/3934

Scaffolding Solutions to Business Problems: Trust Development as a Learning Process
Herbert Remidez, Antonie Stamand James M. Laffey (2010). International Journal of e-Collaboration (pp.

12-31).

www.irma-international.org/article/scaffolding-solutions-business-problems/46978

http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/spatial-planning-and-regional-growth/206043
http://www.irma-international.org/article/analysis-of-economic-learning-success/240638
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/digital-divide-health-implications-collaboration/12419
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/computer-supported-collaborative-work-learning/8778
http://www.irma-international.org/article/enhancing-collaboration-effectiveness-through-use/3934
http://www.irma-international.org/article/scaffolding-solutions-business-problems/46978

