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ABSTRACT

Prensky calls the generation which was born after the 1980s and into this culture the digital natives, 
and he calls the generation which was born before the 1980s the digital immigrants. Digital natives are 
the ones who were born into technological development, grew up with technology, were educated with 
technology, and use technology very much. However, Prensky’s differentiation has been criticized for 
being strict and his attitude has been criticized for being technology lover. Prensky accepts the intensive 
interest of the children towards technology and that’s why he claims that they learn from technology. 
With this point of view, a critical perspective will be shown towards Prensky’s digital immigrant and 
digital native terms, and e-learning of the children in this digital culture will be observed in this study. 
For this purpose, related approaches and studies have been scanned.

INTRODUCTION

Technology transforms our lives dramatically and creates its own culture. Now everything, from lan-
guage and socializing style, changes and this change is renewed so quickly. When technological studies 
are observed, it can be seen that the most seen point is that the writers are under the influence of the 
glamour and headiness of frequently used technology. The techno-psycho attitude of the people against 
constantly and quickly renewed culture and transformation, and the culture in which the new generation 
will grow up have to be studied. 

Today the technological development is constant and new technologies transform our lives. Techno-
logical developments are evolutionary qualified and because irrevocable important changes are necessary 
new revolutionary innovations come together. The invention of computer technologies and digitality has 
underlain these developments. The improvement in computer technologies led some important develop-
ments in computer area in 1980s; after the internet entered our lives in 1990s, social media was born in 
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2000s and unthinkable new changes especially in communication came. The new generation grows up 
with the technology and a brand new generation is formed. Because fast developments in technology 
have affected the culture, the difference between the generations has become huge. 

Marc Prensky calls the generation which was born grew up after 1980 the digital natives. Digital 
natives use technology fast and practically, they adapt the innovations and they prefer technology while 
doing something. The digital immigrants who were born before 1980 don’t usually prefer technology, 
they usually use traditional communication ways, they adapt the changes fast and they don’t use technol-
ogy practically. These terms, which Prensky introduced, have been criticized because of the strict dif-
ferentiation by a lot of authors. This is because of the fact that there can be some people who are digital 
native and don’t prefer using technology; and there can be some people who are digital immigrant and 
prefer using technology. For this reason differentiation has to be discussed. Also the children are born 
into technology now and they take their place as digital natives in the literature necessarily. Because 
technology is used in education, new generation’s socializing style is via technology and the young people 
build their identity with the help of social media; the usage of technology has become compulsory. On 
the other hand, Prensky has answered these criticisms. Because Prensky’s field is about education, Pren-
sky has mainly focused on learning of the new generations via technology (see 2001a, 2001b, 2001c, 
2001d, 2003a, 2003b, 2004, 2006, 2009, 2010, 2011a, 2011b, 2012, 2016). According to Prensky new 
generations learn and use a digital language like their mother tongue and they learn this language with 
technology. Prensky has especially dealt with computer games about this topic. Within the scope of these 
arguments, firstly Prensky’s digital native and digital immigrant terms have been mentioned and then 
generation topic has been mentioned and finally the arguments about e-learning has been studied by. 

PRENSKY AND E-LEARNING 

Today there are lots of approaches and studies on ICT. The most approached categories in the studies are 
children and the young ones. Rapetti (2011) discussed how ICT approaches to students in three categories. 
These are the enthusiasts, the reactionaries and the critics. Some approach this much-discussed subject 
with enthusiasm, some approach with reactionary and some approach with criticism. Mostly the enthu-
siastic ones can be shown. A lot of writers welcome the new generations with technology (see Seufert, 
2007; Palloff & Pratt, 2003; Howe & Strauss, 2000; Tapscott, 1998, 2009; Oblinger & Oblinger, 2005).

Learning expresses a very wide term which includes family, school, geography, country and cultural 
structures. Because technological improvements change cultural structures, learning styles are also af-
fected. The researchers who assume technology positively say that learning of the children is almost 
completely via digital culture. One of the first people that comes to mind is Prensky because of his 
studies about digital culture and learning on education. However there are some topics which this writer 
ignored. This doesn’t mean that digital learning isn’t real even if this writer is being criticized. Of course 
new technologies not only give technological education but also they help new policies to occur. 

Because most of Prensky’s studies are about education, he mostly dealt with the education of the new 
generation. Because the new generation started to be educated by technology based system, Prensky 
has remarked to this field. But of course a lot has changed since the time Prensky started to write about 
this subject in 2001. At those times computers weren’t as common and handy as today. For this reason 
the arguments of Prensky is being criticized intensely even today. Prensky claims that children learn 
with digital media. 



 

 

9 more pages are available in the full version of this document, which may be

purchased using the "Add to Cart" button on the publisher's webpage:

www.igi-global.com/chapter/rethinking-e-learning-and-digital-natives/207863

Related Content

Motivating Sustainable Recycling Practices Through Persuasive Technologies
Ricardo Santos, Armanda Rodrigues, Teresa Romãoand Francisco M. N. Gouveia (2022). Next-Generation

Applications and Implementations of Gamification Systems (pp. 166-185).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/motivating-sustainable-recycling-practices-through-persuasive-technologies/289779

Modeling Gameplay Enjoyment, Goal Orientations, and Individual Characteristics
John M. Quickand Robert K. Atkinson (2015). Gamification: Concepts, Methodologies, Tools, and

Applications  (pp. 1451-1478).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/modeling-gameplay-enjoyment-goal-orientations-and-individual-

characteristics/126126

Knew Me and New Me: Facilitating Student Identity Exploration and Learning through Game

Integration
Aroutis Fosterand Mamta Shah (2016). International Journal of Gaming and Computer-Mediated

Simulations (pp. 39-58).

www.irma-international.org/article/knew-me-and-new-me/157348

Lessons Learned about Designing Augmented Realities
Patrick O’Shea, Rebecca Mitchell, Catherine Johnstonand Chris Dede (2009). International Journal of

Gaming and Computer-Mediated Simulations (pp. 1-15).

www.irma-international.org/article/lessons-learned-designing-augmented-realities/2158

Design and Development of a Simulation for Testing the Effects of Instructional Gaming

Characteristics on Learning of Basic Statistical Skills
Elena Novakand Tristan E. Johnson (2015). International Journal of Gaming and Computer-Mediated

Simulations (pp. 38-57).

www.irma-international.org/article/design-and-development-of-a-simulation-for-testing-the-effects-of-instructional-

gaming-characteristics-on-learning-of-basic-statistical-skills/125445

http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/rethinking-e-learning-and-digital-natives/207863
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/motivating-sustainable-recycling-practices-through-persuasive-technologies/289779
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/modeling-gameplay-enjoyment-goal-orientations-and-individual-characteristics/126126
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/modeling-gameplay-enjoyment-goal-orientations-and-individual-characteristics/126126
http://www.irma-international.org/article/knew-me-and-new-me/157348
http://www.irma-international.org/article/lessons-learned-designing-augmented-realities/2158
http://www.irma-international.org/article/design-and-development-of-a-simulation-for-testing-the-effects-of-instructional-gaming-characteristics-on-learning-of-basic-statistical-skills/125445
http://www.irma-international.org/article/design-and-development-of-a-simulation-for-testing-the-effects-of-instructional-gaming-characteristics-on-learning-of-basic-statistical-skills/125445

