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Ballet Education for the 
Web 2.0 Generation: 
A Case for Using YouTube to Teach 
Elementary-School-Aged Ballet Students
Alejandra Emilia Iannone, Sparkle Theatricals, Minneapolis, USA

ABSTRACT

Today’selementary-school-agedballetstudentswerebornintheeraofWeb2.0.Theireverydaylives
aresignificantlyengagedwithdigitaltechnology.Thoughscholarshaveaddressedrelatedtopics,
noonehaslookedathowballetcanbetaughttotheWeb2.0generationusingtwenty-first-century
technologies.Thepurposeofthisarticleistohelpfillthatgapintheliterature.Thisauthorfirst,
callsforashiftinthepedagogicalapproachtoteachingelementary-school-agedstudentsballet;next,
suggestsincorporatingstudent-generatedtime-lapse,tutorial,fanreviewandcommentary,andreaction
YouTubevideos;then,arguesthatthiscross-pollinatedapproachcouldhelpteachersdevelopspecific
skillsinstudents,whilealsoextendingexistingresearchontwenty-first-centurytechnologyasitrelates
toculturalidentity,pedagogicalapproachesinartseducation,andotherpedagogicalapproaches.
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INTRodUCTIoN

Today’selementary-school-agedballetstudentswereborninorjustbeforetheeraofWeb2.0.Their
everydaylivesaresignificantlyengagedwithdigitaltechnology.Thoughcontemporarychoreographers
andeducatorsthatworkwithprofessionalballetdancersincorporatetwenty-first-centurytechnologies
like video, social media, and computer-generated content in their work, the use of twenty-first-
centurytechnologiesinelementary-school-agedballetstudents’classroomsislimited.Yet,thereare
othereducationalsettings—includingotherdanceeducationsettings—wheretwenty-first-century
technologieshavebeenhealthfullyintegrated.Culturalnormsinballetmightmakethispedagogical
approachdifficulttopractice.Still,whatmighthappenifweattemptedcross-pollination?

Thoughscholarshaveaddressedrelatedtopics,noonehaslookedathowanancestraldance
formlikeballetcanbepassedontothenextgenerationusingtwenty-first-centurytechnologies—i.e.,
the technologies thenextgenerationhasbeensurroundedbyas theygrew—andtheadvances in
pedagogical practice that have been made during that generation’s lifetime. Thepurpose of this
chapteristohelpfillthatgapintheliterature.
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Inwhatfollows,thisauthorcallsforashiftinthepedagogicalapproachtoteachingelementary-
school-agedstudentsballet.Thewritersuggeststheshiftbeinitiatedthroughrigorousstudyonhow
incorporatingtwenty-firstcenturytechnology—inparticular,student-generatedYouTubevideos—in
elementary-school-agedballetstudents’classroomscanbefruitful.Theauthorgroundsherstance
onfourreasons.First,doingsocouldhelpballetteachersdevelopspecific,necessaryskillsintheir
students.Second,doingsowouldextendexistingresearchontwenty-firstcenturytechnologyasit
relatestoculturalidentity.Third,thisapproachcouldextendexistingresearchontwenty-firstcentury
technologyinrelationtopedagogicalapproachesoutsideofartseducation.Fourth,doingthiscould
extendexistingresearchontwenty-firstcenturytechnologyinrelationtopedagogicalapproaches
inartseducation.

Thisauthorbeginsthisarticlewithareviewofrelevantcontributionstotheacademicliterature
ontopicsrelatedtoherareaoffocus,i.e.,culturalidentity,creativepedagogy,theuseofYouTube
inclassrooms,andtheuseoftwenty-first-centurytechnologyindance.Afterengagingwiththese
contributionstotheacademicliterature,theauthorpointsoutthat,bycontrastwiththecontextsjust
mentioned,nosignificantefforthasbeenmadetoincorporatetwenty-firstcenturytechnologyin
elementary-school-agedballetstudents’classrooms.

Inresponse,thiswriterclaimsthatthepedagogicalapproachtoballetshouldtakeitscuefrom
otherfieldsofstudy;itistimetoshift.Thiswritersuggeststheshiftbeinitiatedthroughrigorous
study of how to incorporate twenty-first century technology—in particular, student-generated
YouTubevideos.As this authorpresentsher claim, shemakes twokey specifications.First, the
studyshouldfocusoncaseswhere,eventhoughtheballetcurriculumwasdesignedandtaughtby
aninstructor,studentsgenerated—i.e.,curated,cast,performed,recorded,edited,uploaded—their
YouTubevideos.Second,thestudyshouldinvolveYouTubevideostylesthathavepotentialtoelicit
thedesirablepedagogicalqualitiesdescribedabove:student-centered;constructivist;emphasizing
guidedreflection;incorporatingadigitalcomponent;creative;developedwiththerolesofteacher,
student,andviewermindfullyconsidered;drawnfromotherpedagogicaladvancesinrelatedareas;
andaugmenting,insteadofdiluting,theballetcommunity’sidentity.

With these specifications inmind, this author states that theYouTubevideosbest suited to
encourageapedagogicalshiftinballetforelementary-school-agedstudentsareTime-lapse,Tutorial,
FanReviewandCommentary,andReaction.Then,tosupportherstatement,thiswriteranalyzes
thesefourYouTubevideostyles.Foreach,sheshowshow,ifcross-pollinatedwithlong-standing
pedagogicalapproachesinballet,theYouTubestylecouldhelpteachersdevelopspecific,necessary
skills in their studentswhilealsoextendingexisting researchon twenty-firstcentury technology
asrelates tocultural identity,pedagogicalapproachesoutsideofartseducation,andpedagogical
approachesinartseducation.

Atthecloseofthisarticle,thisauthorreiterateshercallforashiftinthepedagogicalapproach
toballetinstructionforelementary-school-agedstudents.Further,shesuggestsonceagainthatthe
shiftbeinitiatedthroughrigorousstudyonhowincorporatingtwenty-firstcenturytechnology—in
particular,student-generatedYouTubevideos,inelementary-school-agedballetstudents’classrooms
canbefruitful.

BACKGRoUNd

Cultural Identity
SunHuizhu(2009)hasdiscussedashiftintheChineseeducationalsystemandthusprovideduseful
perspectiveonareal-worldsituationwhereinterestinmaintainingtraditionalidentityparallelseffort
tobeattheforefrontoftrends(p.7–11).Huizhuclaimed,“forpeopletofeelrootedintheircultural
identity,itisimportanttofindtraditionalculturalelementsthatarestillrelevantandpracticable”(p.
7).AnnettedeStecher(2017)madesimilarpointsinanarticleabouthowtheWendatFirstNation
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