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Chapter 7.20
Optimality—-Theoretic Lexical
Mapping Theory:

A Case Study of Locative Inversion

One-Soon Her
National Chengchi University, Taiwan

ABSTRACT

Locative inversion verbs seem to share the same
argument structure and grammatical function
assignment (i.e., <th-OBJ loc-SUBJ>) cross-lin-
guistically. This article discusses the nature of
argument-function linking in LFG and demon-
strates how the Lexical Mapping Theory (LMT)
rendered in Optimality-Theoretic (OT) terms,
where argument-function linking is governed
by universal violable constraints that consis-
tently favor the unmarked function, accounts for
locative inversion straightforwardly. Within this
OT-LMT, locative inversion is due to a universal
morphosyntactic constraint, and language varia-
tion in locative inversion is due to the difference
in its relative ranking. This account also offers a
potential explanation for the markedness of the
locative inversion construction.

INTRODUCTION

The locative inversion construction, as shown in
Figure 1, cross-linguistically has similar char-
acteristics in discourse information packaging,
which allows the more familiar information to
precede the less familiar information (Ackerman
& Moore, 2001b; Birner, 1994; Cheng, 1983; Tan,
1991). Between the canonical construction in
Figure 1a and the inverted form of 1b, along with
the switch of focus from the locative to the theme,
is the change in syntactic function assignment.
An example from Chinese is given in the figure.
The themerole in Figure lais assigned the subject
function and locative an oblique function; the
canonical linking is, thus, <th-SUBJ loc-OBL>.
In the inverted Figure 1b, however, the locative
is the subject, while the theme now occupies the
object position (Her, 1990; Huang, 1993; Huang
& Her, 1998; Tan, 1991).
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Figure 1.
a. Amel=io za tal-shang,
Amelsit  at stage-top
“hel 1s sithng on the stage)’
b. Talshang mac-zhe Lmel.
stage-top sit-A5F Ameil
‘Onthe stage 15 sithng Amel.”
Figure 2.
a A-lendowro hibabwrera ba-ro-d=. [ pS 20 )
Zvisitor-2 those 17 SB-REC-FST-come-IHD 17-3-n1liage
a’” “Those visitos came to the village.”
b . En-mu-d= ku-ba-berera alendoaro. [ p 31010
17-Zvilliaze 1 7 SE-REC-PST-corme-ID 2-visitor-2 those
b’ “To the village came those visitos )’
Figure 3.

a. Tal-shang kangilal mio-le henduo en.
stage-top appear sit-ASPmary peson
“Onthe stage appears tobe sithng marny people.”

b. Taishang wo1 mio-zhe henduo ®n ma?
stage-top TOUT sit- ASP many person ()
“Is 1t the case that on the stage was sithng mant people?”’

This <th-OBJ loc-SUBJ> argument-function
“mismatch” was first identified and convincingly
argued forin locative inversion verbs in Chichewa
(Bresnan, 1994; Bresnan & Kanerva, 1989) and in
English (Bresnan, 1989; Tan, 1991). Examples in
Figure 2 are from Bresnan and Kanerva (1989).

The subjecthood of the inverted locative phrase
tai-shang “stage-top” in Figure 1bis evidenced by
the fact that it is a bare NP and occupies the usual
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position for subjects. This is further confirmed by
the usual raising test. As shown in Figure 3, tai-
shang “‘stage-top” is, indeed, the raised subject,
while the “demoted” theme in the post-verbal
position, also a bare NP, must be recognized as
the object (see Figure 3).

Chinese data thus further confirm Bresnan’s
(1994) observation that cross-linguistically, loca-
tive inversion verbs share an identical argument



28 more pages are available in the full version of this document, which may
be purchased using the "Add to Cart" button on the publisher's webpage:
www.igi-global.com/chapter/optimality-theoretic-lexical-mapping-
theory/22400

Related Content

Determinants of Internet Use by Senior Generation: A Cross Cultural Study

Olfa Bouzaabia, Rym Bouzaabiaand Alexandru Capatina (2016). International Journal of Technology and
Human Interaction (pp. 63-82).
www.irma-international.org/article/determinants-of-internet-use-by-senior-generation/144320

Modeling Sociotechnical Change in IS with a Quantitative Longitudinal Approach: The PPR
Method

Frangois-Xavier de Vaujany (2009). Cross-Disciplinary Advances in Human Computer Interaction: User
Modeling, Social Computing, and Adaptive Interfaces (pp. 205-230).
www.irma-international.org/chapter/modeling-sociotechnical-change-quantitative-longitudinal/7287

Spatial Knowledge Communication to Visually Challenged People

Kanubhai K. Pateland Sanjay Kumar Vij (2011). Assistive and Augmentive Communication for the
Disabled: Intelligent Technologies for Communication, Learning and Teaching (pp. 193-223).
www.irma-international.org/chapter/spatial-knowledge-communication-visually-challenged/53569

Mobile Phones-Like Electromagnetic Fields Effects on Human Psychomotor Performance
Elia Valentiniand Giuseppe Curcio (2015). Encyclopedia of Mobile Phone Behavior (pp. 694-704).
www.irma-international.org/chapter/mobile-phones-like-electromagnetic-fields-effects-on-human-psychomotor-

performance/130184

Luciano Floridi's Metaphysical Theory of Information Ethics: A Critical Appraisal and an
Alternative Neo-Gewirthian Information Ethics

Edward Spence (2012). Human Interaction with Technology for Working, Communicating, and Learning:
Advancements (pp. 134-148).
www.irma-international.org/chapter/luciano-floridi-metaphysical-theory-information/61486



http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/optimality-theoretic-lexical-mapping-theory/22400
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/optimality-theoretic-lexical-mapping-theory/22400
http://www.irma-international.org/article/determinants-of-internet-use-by-senior-generation/144320
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/modeling-sociotechnical-change-quantitative-longitudinal/7287
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/spatial-knowledge-communication-visually-challenged/53569
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/mobile-phones-like-electromagnetic-fields-effects-on-human-psychomotor-performance/130184
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/mobile-phones-like-electromagnetic-fields-effects-on-human-psychomotor-performance/130184
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/luciano-floridi-metaphysical-theory-information/61486

