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ABSTRACT

Itisimportanttopracticecriticalskillsintheclassroominordertoempowerlearnersandtohave
a critical consciousness, such as critical thinking, dialogue, andproblemsolving. In thepresent
study,undergraduatestudents’perceptions(bygender)ofthepracticeofcriticalconsciousnessin
theclassroomatTaifUniversity,SaudiArabiaisinvestigated.Freire’sconceptualizationofcritical
consciousness isusedas thestudy’s theoreticalframework.Thatconceptualizationisfocusedon
critical thinking, dialogue, andproblem-solving. Aquantitative approach is utilized with a self-
administeredquestionnaireincollectingdatafromtherespondents.Theresultsofthisstudyindicated
thatSaudiundergraduatestudents’perspectivewaspositiveaboutthepracticeofthethreeelementsof
criticalconsciousness.Furthermore,therewerestatisticallysignificantdifferencesatα=0.05among
undergraduatestudents’perspectiveonthepracticeofcriticalconsciousness, includingdialogue,
criticalthinking,andthetotalpracticebasedontheirgender.Thedirectionofthedifferenceswasa
benefitforfemales.
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1. INTRodUCTIoN

Criticalconsciousnessisoneoftheessentialcomponentsforempoweringindividualstoachieve
lifelonglearning.AccordingtoBrookfield(1995),iflearnersareempoweredtopracticecritical
skillsandactivitiesthatconcernself-expression,consciousnessisincreasedandcanleadto
individuals’ transformations. Furthermore, Shor (1992) and Freire (1973) emphasized that
criticalthoughthelpslearnersunderstandtheirlifeandeducationalattitudes.Itisimportant
topracticecriticalskillsintheclassroominordertoempowerlearnersandtohaveacritical
consciousness, such as critical thinking, dialogue, and problem-solving. Therefore, this
study’saimwastodiscoverundergraduatestudents’perceptionsaboutthepracticeofcritical
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consciousnessintheclassroomatTaifUniversity,SaudiArabia.Theresearchalsodeterminesif
thereisadifference,bygender,amongtheundergraduatestudents’perceptionsofthepractice
ofcriticalconsciousnessintheclassroom.

2. TAIF UNIVERSITy IN SAUdI ARABIA

TaifUniversityislocatedinTaif,SaudiArabiaandisapublicuniversityestablishedin2004(Taif
University,2018).Theuniversity’smissionis“todevelop,supportandconveyknowledgethrough
effectiveeducationalandresearchadministrationaccordingtotheinternationalstandardstoensure
reinforcingsustainabledevelopmentefforts”(TaifUniversity,2018,para.1).Itsvisionistobe“a
globallydistinguishedandintegratededucationalandresearchenvironment”(TaifUniversity,2018).
Someoftheuniversity’sgoalsaretodevelopandtoupgradeacademicprogramsaswellassyllabi
tomeettheneedsofSaudisocietyinlightofneweducationaltheories,thoughts,andtechnology;to
encourageandtosupportfaculty’ssustainableresearch;toprepareteacherswithadepthofknowledge
indifferentspecializationareasandtoimprovetheirskills;andtoprepareteacherstoutilizemodern
teachingmethodsthatimprovetheeducationalprocess.

TaifUniversityisnewandseekstobeaninternationaluniversity.Additionally,TaifUniversity
caresaboutsustainabledevelopment.Toachievethesegoals,theuniversityneedstohelpstudents
developtheircritical-thinkingskillswhichwillsupportlifelonglearning.Ifstudentsbecomelifelong
learners,theymaypursuecontinuingeducationforacademicorpersonalreasons.Therefore,critiquing
isanimportantskillthatshouldbetaughtatinuniversities.AnariandZamanian(2014)statedthat
thecriticalindividualhasbecomeapromisingareaofdiscussionineducationalresearch.Priorto
describing thestudy, it is first important tounderstand theconceptofcriticalconsciousness,on
whichthestudyisfounded.

2.1. Critical Consciousness
Theconceptofcriticalconsciousness“conscientizaçao,”orcriticalawareness,wasusedinthefield
ofadulteducationbyBrazilianeducatorPauloFreire.Criticalconsciousnesswasdefinedashaving
anin-depthunderstandingoftheworldandtheresultingfreedomfromtraditionalmethods(Freire,
1973).Ontheotherhand,Shor(1992)definedcriticalconsciousnessas“thewayweseeourselves
inrelationtoknowledgeandpowerinthesociety…thewayweuseandstudylanguage,and…the
wayweactinschoolanddailylifetoreproduceortotransformourconditions”(p.129).According
toDarder(2015)andFreire(1973),criticalconsciousnessdoesnothappenautomaticallyornaturally.
However,itisanorganicprocessofhumanengagementthatneedscriticalpedagogicalinteractions.
Thus,criticalconsciousnessnotonlycomesthroughintellectualeffort,butalsothroughpracticing
criticalpedagogicalmethods.

Freire(1973)andGadotti(2014)statedthattherearethreeformsofconsciousness:semi-
intransitiveconsciousness,transitiveconsciousness,andcriticaltransitiveconsciousness.Inthe
firststage,semi-intransitiveconsciousness,people’sconsciousnessislimited,sotheirfocusis
almosttotallyonsurvival.Withthesecondstageofconsciousness,naivetransitivity,individuals
starttoincreasetheirawarenessintheworld,andthen,theycanreflectonthemselvesandtheir
responsibilities.Thisstageischaracterizedbythepracticeofpolemicsinsteadofdialogue.In
thethirdandfinalstage,individualsmoveintocriticaltransitiveconsciousnesswhichismarked
byhavingacriticalawarenessasaresultofeducationalefforts.Therefore,individualshavea
detailedinterpretationofproblemsandtheworld,enhancetheirabilityforcriticalengagement,
avoid distortion when recognizing problems, ignore preconceived notions when analyzing
problems, refusepassive status, andempower theircapacity topracticecritical thinkingand
dialogue.Overall,iflearnersdonotreachthethirdstageremaininginthefirstorsecondstages,
theymayfaceempowermentissues.
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