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ABSTRACT

This chapter addresses the position of learning, teaching, and assessment in education
with the particular emphasis on higher education (HE) in the built environment (BE)
but also embeds the context of the contemporary approaches that have emerged in
the BE which are built on a solid educational underpinning. The conceptions of
“active learning” are addressed from the perspective of what the literature refers
to but also some significant reference to action research adopted, rolled out, and
evaluated in undergraduate built environment education by the author. The “learning
by doing” mantra of among the BE educational community has begun to make
inroads. There is a more engaging approach from academics to support learners.
An identification of the areas where improvement may be achieved into the future
and the possible areas where research might be explored to address and solve some
of these pertinent issues.

INTRODUCTION

I know I cannot teach anyone anything. I can only provide an environment in which
we can learn -Carl Rogers
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This chapter builds on the personal, educational and cultural contexts of the author.
It addresses the position of learning, teaching and assessment in education with the
particular emphasis on Higher Education (HE) in the Built Environment (BE) but
also embeds the context of the contemporary approaches that have emerged in the
BE which are built on a solid educational underpinning. The conceptions of ‘active
learning’ are addressed from the perspective of what the literature refers to but also
some significant reference to action research adopted, rolled out and evaluated in
undergraduate built environment education by the author.

Since the early 1980’s numerous educational leaders in the field of HE made
recommendations and urged academics to adopt more student centred learning
approaches, including the adoption of more active learning methodologies. Bringing
to the classroom ways to more actively involve and engage students in the process of
learning. The ‘learning by doing” mantra of among the BE educational community
has begun to make inroads. There is a more engaging approach from academics to
support learners. Although we consider the concept of student centered learning
(SCL) to be a relatively new one, particularly in HE, interest in it has been long-
standing among educators in all realms of education. In looking to characterise the
various ways that SCL is defined, and how the learner experience might be enhanced
through the use of methodologies that improve learning it is necessary to consider
how academics approach learning and teaching. To contextualise student centered
approaches, reflecting on some of the developments that have taken place in HE
education is necessary. In particular, a focus on the BE, and how the experience of
learners has been enhanced, through a variety of differing approaches to learning,
teaching and assessment. An identification of the areas where improvement may be
achieved into the future and the possible areas where research might be explored to
address and solve some of these pertinent issues.

It looks at the pedagogic approach necessary for teacher/lecturers to consider,
in the modern era of change in HE, in order that they can engage in practices that
will foster and encourage deep and meaningful learning by students. The role of
technology is briefly reflected upon and the contribution it can make to the learner
experienceidentified. In particular, assessment for learning is investigated and defined,
along with exploring teaching excellence as a concept to encourage and engaged
academics in best practice through assessment as a theme while acknowledging the
need to explore reflective practice in approaches by teachers/lecturers. To begin a
speculative look back at the 12" Century HE educational experience of students
and what they might have encountered back then is a good starting point. This is
followed by a brief comparison with what one might expect to find in our modern
21* century educational establishments.

Assessment, whichis considered an active learning methodology, has always been
considered an important part of the educational process butit has rarely been discussed
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