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Social Mediatization of Biodiversity:
The Case of Mount Pulag National 
Park in the Northern Philippines
Leia Fidelis Gisela Fiadchongan Castro-Margate, University of the Philippines Baguio, Baguio, Philippines

ABSTRACT

InJanuary2018,theMountPulagNationalParkinthenorthernPhilippinescaughtfire.Asakey
biodiversityareaandpopularecotourismandmountaineeringsite,theburningalsolitafireamong
socialmediausers.Thisarticlefollowstheviralpostsandthesocialmediacommentaryusingsocial
mediatizationasalens.Itaimstolookintotheconstructsonbiodiversityofsocialmediausersusing
textualanalysis.Withoutusingscientificterminology,socialmediausershavebeenabletoshowa
profoundunderstandingofbiodiversity.Theseincludestheconceptsofnaturalregeneration,ecological
balance,deepecology,andnormativeconstructsonhowthepublicshouldtreatnaturefollowingthe
‘leavenotrace’philosophy.Theyhavealsoissuedcallsforbettermanagementofthenationalpark
andbringingtojusticeofthoseresponsibleforitsdegradation.
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INTRoDUCTIoN

People understand and appreciate the natural environment in different ways and to different degrees. 
One of the natural features of the environment that remains so complex but integral to human survival 
is the variety of life, known as biological diversity, biotic diversity, or biodiversity. (Catibog-Sinha 
and Heaney, 2006)

OnJanuary20,2018,abutanestovebeingusedbyagroupofmountainclimbersaccidentally
exploded.Inpanic,thegroupfled,andfireragednearthemountainsummitconsumingaround5.9
hectaresofgrassland.ThishappenedonMountPulagNationalPark,akeybiodiversityareainthe
NorthernPhilippines.

Forthemostpart,MountPulaggainspublicattentiononlywhenanaccidenthappensinthe
localitysuchaswhenatouristdiedofheartattackwhilecampingin2015,ahelicoptercrashingin
theareain2009,orfireoccurringsuchasin1998and2003.Becausethereislittleopportunityto
arousethesentimentofpeopleinbiodiversityconservation,incidentssuchastheburningofMount
Pulagprovideanarenafordiscussion.
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ThePhilippinesisoneoftheworld’s17“megadiversity”countries(ConservationInternational
etal,2006).Thismeansthatalongwiththeother16countries,itcouldcollectivelyclaimtwo-thirds
oftheearth’sbiodiversitywithinitsterritory,havingmorethan20,000endemicspeciesofplants
andanimals.However,thecountryisalsooneof34globalbiodiversityhotspots,wherethehigh
biodiversity andendemism isunder ahigh levelof threatof loss anddestruction (Conservation
Internationaletal.,2006).

Catibog-SinhaandHeaney(2006)notedthatindiscriminateandexcessiveuseofthecountry’s
naturalresourceshasresultedinrapiddestruction.Theyfurtheraddedthattherootcausesto
biodiversitylossaretheincreasingdemandsfornaturalresources,failureofpolicymakersand
market economy toprovideappropriatevaluation, and lossof incentives for communities to
protectbiodiversity.

Siteconservationmeasuresforbiodiversitycentersinthecountryareinplace.“Toeffectively
conserve biodiversity as a whole, we must ensure that conservation action focuses on its key
components:ontheindividualspeciesatthegreatestriskofextinction,andonspecificsitesand
landscapesthataremostimportantfortheirprotection”(ConservationInternationalPhilippineset
al.,2006).And,oneofthesemeasuresisthenamingofprotectedareassuchasthatoftheMount
PulagwhichwasofficiallydeclaredaNationalParkbyvirtueofPresidentialProclamation75,series
of1987signedbyPresidentCorazonAquino.

TheMountPulagNationalParkisapriorityconservationareainthePhilippines.Fernandoand
Cerenowrotethattheparkisrecognizedasa:

1. CenterofPlantDiversityinthePhilippines,owingtoitsrichnessinplantspecies,largenumber
ofendemicspecies,anddiverserangeofhabitats;

2. PriorityImportantBirdArea(PH004),supportingpopulationsofmanythreatenedbirds,including
mostspeciesrestrictedtomontanehabitats;

3. Biodiversity Conservation Priority Area, based on a combined assessment of plants, birds,
mammals,reptilesandamphibians,arthropods,andsocio-economicpressure;

4. KeyBiodiversityArea,basedontheoccurrenceofoneormoregloballythreatenedspecies,i.e.,
Criticallyendangered(CR),Endangered(EN),orVulnerable(VU),andpresenceofrestricted
rangespeciesorendemicspecies(2010).

Theparkboastsofmanyuniquefeaturessuchaspineforests,mistylakes,denseuppermontane
ormossyforestswithoaks,rhododendrons,treeferns,rarecloudrats,androllinggrasslandswith
dwarfbamboos.MountPulagcoversapproximately11,500hectaresandthreeprovincesintheLuzon
Island.IthousesseveralmountainpeaksamongwhichareMt.Pulag,Mt.Tabeyoc,Mt.Akiki,and
Mt.Panotoan(FernandoandCereno,2010).AsaprotectedbiodiversitysiteofthePhilippines,Mount
Pulagisatthreatfromencroachmentandexpansionofvegetablefarms,timberpoachingandwildlife
hunting,infrastructuredevelopment,bioprospecting,invasivespecies,andoverlappinglandclaims
(FernandoandCereno,2010).

ThemostpopularofthemountainpeaksinthenationalparkisMt.Pulag,sometimescalled
Mt.Pulog,withanelevationof2,922metersabovesealevel.Itattractsbothseasonedandamateur
climbers,withnumbersreachingupto500onweekends.Thishasforcedtheparksuperintendent
toissueapartialclosureorderonweekendstopreventtouristsfromtramplingthevegetationatthe
peak(Alimondo,2018).

PrimaryinterestofbothnationalandlocalgovernmentinthepreservationofMountPulagisthe
grasslandvegetationnearthepeakofMt.Pulagwhichiscomposedofthedwarfbamboo,Yushania 
niitakayamensis, andother rareplants suchasDanthonia oreoboloides,Aniselytron agrostoides, 
Deschampsia flexuosavar.ligulata,Deyeuxia suizanensisvar.stenophylla(FernandoandCereno,
2010).EndemicplantssuchasScirpus pulogenseandHypericum pulogensearealsoabundantin
thisarea(FernandoandCereno,2010).
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