
DOI: 10.4018/IJLIS.2020010106

International Journal of Library and Information Services
Volume 9 • Issue 1 • January-June 2020


Copyright©2020,IGIGlobal.CopyingordistributinginprintorelectronicformswithoutwrittenpermissionofIGIGlobalisprohibited.



66

Innovative Practice and Development 
Thinking of Space Re-design in 
the Liaoning Provincial Library
Xiaowen Wang, Liaoning Provincial Cultural Performing Arts Group (Liaoning Provincial Public Cultural Service Center), 
Shenyang, China

Tianni Wang, Liaoning Provincial Cultural Performing Arts Group (Liaoning Provincial Public Cultural Service Center), 
Shenyang, China

ABSTRACT

TheLiaoningProvincialLibraryisoneofthelargestandmostwell-functionallibraries.Ithasthe
largestbuildingareaandprovidesabundantservicestothepublic.TheLiaoningProvincialLibrary
mainlyprovidesreaderswithreading,learning,activities,innovativespaceservices,offerscreative
spaces,studios,andotherservicespaces.Inthepasttwoyears,over4millionvisitedthelibrary,and
thelibraryhasheldmorethan2,500activities,andhasgainednewexperienceinareassuchasservice
philosophies,servicecontents,servicestrategies,andserviceguarantees.Inthefuture,theauthors
stillneedtofigureouthowtointegratetheinteractionsofmulti-spaceusagesinsideandoutsidethe
library,howtoexpressandtransmitthemultipleattributesandinnovativeareasofthepubliclibrary,
howtobalancebetweenorganizationalfunctionsandgovernmentfunctions,andhowtoachievethe
functionofcreativeincubationusingthinkingandexplorationpractices.
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INTRoDUCTIoN

LiaoningProvinceistheonlycoastalprovinceinthenortheasternregionofChina.Itisalsooneof
themostimportantprovincesinChina,animportantheavyindustrialbaseinChina,andanadvance
provinceofeducationandagriculture.Theprovinceisarelativelyall-arounddevelopedprovince
inChina.Shenyang is in the south regionofnortheasternChina, and it sits in thecenterof the
NortheastAsianEconomicCircleandtheBohaiSeaEconomicCircle.Shenyangisthecapitalcity
oftheLiaoningProvince,aprovincialcityofChina(People’sForum,2017),andalsoanimportant
metropolitanareainnortheasternChinawithanadvancedequipmentmanufacturingbase.Itisalso
famousforitsrichcultureandnationalhistory(AdministrationoftheStateCouncilofthePeople‘s
RepublicofChina,2017).Thecityhas10districts,2counties,andistheescrowofacounty-level
city.Thecity’stotalareaismorethan12,948squarekilometers,theirurbanareais3,495square
kilometers,thereisapopulationof8million292thousandpeopleasof2016,ahouseholdpopulation
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of7million344thousand,andisworth546billion-yuanwithadisposableincomeof39,135yuan
percapita,rankingfirstintheprovince(ShenyangMunicipalBureauofStatistics,2016)(Figure1).

LocatedinShenyang,theLiaoningProvinciallibraryhasthemostcompleteservicefunctionsof
apubliclibrary.ItisalsoShenyang’sandtheprovinceofLiaoning’smostimportantpubliccultural
service.NewlyrelocatedtoShenyangCity‘snewdistrictofHunnan,thisprovinciallibraryhadatrial
openingtothecommunityonAugust22,2015andofficiallyopenedonApril23,2017.Itisthefirst
provinciallibrarywithamodulardesigninChina.Fromthebird’seyeview,thelibraryisintheshape
oftheletter“E”whichrepresentsanopenbookmeaning“openingbookswillgiveyouknowledge”.
Ontheonehand,theLiaoningProvinciallibrary’sconstructionlandis83,200squaremetersandthe
totalbuildingareais103,150squaremeters.ItisoneofthelargestprovincialpubliclibrariesinChina.
Withthemagnificentappearanceandrichconnotation,thelibraryhasbecomebeautifulsceneryfor
thecity(Wang&Wang,2017).TheLiaoningProvinciallibrarynotonlyprovidesreadingspaces,
learningspaceservicestofulfilltheresponsibilityofprovidingculturalcommunicationandsocial
educationalfunctions,italsoprovidesinnovativespace,andactivespaceservicestohelpmeetthe
needsofreadersandsocialdevelopments.ThislibraryhasbecomeamodelofChina’spubliclibrary
spacerecyclingandhascaughttheattentionofcommunitiesandindustries.

Atpresent,theLiaoningProvinciallibraryismainlyequippedwithachildren’sworld,special
groupservicearea,exhibitionhall,multi-functionlecturehall,universallearningcenter,multimedia
servicearea,creativespace,audioroom,recordingroom,studioroom,aChineseandforeignliterature
borrowingarea,historicalliteraturereadingarea,informationconsultationservicearea,localliterature
servicearea,andmanyotherservicespaces.Ithascarriedoutaseriesofactivitiessuchasparent-child
reading,filmappreciations,audiobooklistening,playwatching,classicsrecitations,intergenerational
reading,salons,AR(augmentedreality)experiences,andotheractivitiesorservicesthatgivefullplay
tothelibraryasakeyroleinthepopularizationofscientificandculturalknowledge,enhancement
ofthequalityofciviccivilizations,andpromotingsocialdevelopmentandprogress.

Figure 1. Liaoning Provincial Library
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