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ABSTRACT

The territory of Beira Interior Norte in Portugal with the province of Salamanca in Spain have low de-
mographic densities and populations in deep regression and aging as a result of migration movements,
economic disarticulation, and specific context costs, given the different administrative framework and
public policies. Promoting entrepreneurship in peripheral border regions is a key strategy for their sus-
tainability, as part of the Europe 2020 goals for smart, sustainable, and inclusive growth. The chapter
aims to provide guidelines for greater interaction between the results from the statistical analysis and
its interpretation by local actors. In addition, indicate vectors that will help to design and develop the
natural entrepreneurship dynamics for the Portugal/Spain border region, reinforce cooperation in the
articulation of strategies, and the development of collaborative networks between entrepreneurs, training
entities, business associations, and administrative entities have been explored.
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Entrepreneurship in Border Territories

INTRODUCTION

The Spanish-Portuguese border is the oldest and most extensive in the European Union (EU), with
low demographic densities in the territory of Interior of Portugal and Salamanca, a population in deep
regression and aging, affected by strong repulsion movements (towards metropolitan areas and abroad),
including accelerated processes of social and economic disorganization. It presents an underdeveloped
urban network, with a predominance of small urban centers and specific context costs, given the different
public investments (infrastructures, equipment, and services), and fiscal and administrative frameworks.
The economic structure shows an agricultural production system (which occupies a high percentage
of the working population), with low productivity rates and some areas threatened with erosion. The
industrial activity is incipient, predominating small companies that use scarce technologies and innova-
tion. The tertiary sector is of traditional base, with excessive weight of the public administration and
concentration of commercial activities of products of first necessity, having increased service connected
with the tourism and hospitality.

The unfavorable conditions of this border region, Beira Interior Norte with Province of Salamanca
(BIN-SAL), are due to its peripheral location (i.e., away from decision-making centers), its penalizing
demographic evolution, and economic and organizational disarticulation. As a result, BIN-SAL requires
the equation of strategies to promote entrepreneurship and creation of jobs, capable of promoting the
economic and social sustainability of the region.

Thus, this study is inserted in the context of territorial border, aiming to identify factors that may
influence the renewal and consolidation of companies and entrepreneurial spirit in these peripheral re-
gions. Itis intended, simultaneously, to find determinants of entrepreneurial and innovative performance
in these regions, with unique and distinct characteristics of the areas of greater economic dynamism and
urban centers. The socioeconomic evolution and the own costs of context require the knowledge of the
differentiating elements of the territory and the processes of innovation and entrepreneurship, adjusted
to the reality of this border region.

Thus, the aim is to illustrate the main characteristics of companies, generate new knowledge, and
consolidate the understanding of the determinants of entrepreneurial and innovative performance in
regions with low development indicators. At the same time, the study aims to provide the definition of
strategic vectors of action to enhance the understanding of entrepreneurship that occurs within noncore
business environments. The study can also assist policy-makers in achieving development goals by re-
ducing asymmetries within the country and the EU, in a context of increasing concern for regions with
declining demographics and territorial specificity.

It should be noted that the promotion of entrepreneurship in the peripheral border regions is a key
strategy for sustainability, which is framed in the Europe 2020 strategy for smart, sustainable, and in-
clusive growth. It is therefore intended to provide guidelines for a better interaction between the results
of the statistical analises and their interpretation by the local actors and, in addition, to indicate vectors
that will help to design and develop entrepreneurship dynamics for the BIN - SAL. The strengthening of
cooperation through the articulation of strategies and the development of collaborative networks between
entrepreneurs, training entities, business associations, and local administrative entities is fundamental.
In this context and in terms of goals, it aims to:

130



22 more pages are available in the full version of this document, which may
be purchased using the "Add to Cart" button on the publisher's webpage:
www.igi-global.com/chapter/entrepreneurship-in-border-territories/249918

Related Content

E-Platform-Enabled Transnational E-Entrepreneurship: Case Studies of Chinese Immigrant
Entrepreneurs in New Zealand

Carson Duan (2022). International Journal of E-Entrepreneurship and Innovation (pp. 1-16).
www.irma-international.org/article/e-platform-enabled-transnational-e-entrepreneurship/290822

Social Entrepreneurship and Income Distribution

Maria-Soledad Castafio-Martinez, Maria-Teresa Méndez-Picazoand Miguel-Angel Galindo-Martin (2016).
Handbook of Research on Social Entrepreneurship and Solidarity Economics (pp. 44-59).
www.irma-international.org/chapter/social-entrepreneurship-and-income-distribution/153235

Convergence of Interoperability of Cloud Computing, Service Oriented Architecture and
Enterprise Architecture

Susan Sutherland (2013). International Journal of E-Entrepreneurship and Innovation (pp. 43-51).
www.irma-international.org/article/convergence-of-interoperability-of-cloud-computing-service-oriented-architecture-and-

enterprise-architecture/81263

Applying a Cross-Cultural Health Systems Strengthening Diagnostic Tool: The Experiences of a
Small Social Enterprise Delivering Health Care Services in England

Elizabeth S. Watsonand Paul Roberts (2019). Handbook of Research on Value Creation for Small and
Micro Social Enterprises (pp. 46-74).
www.irma-international.org/chapter/applying-a-cross-cultural-health-systems-strengthening-diagnostic-tool/218089

Advancing the Potential of Diversity for Innovation
Nancy D. Erbe (2010). International Journal of E-Entrepreneurship and Innovation (pp. 22-35).

www.irma-international.org/article/advancing-potential-diversity-innovation/51596



http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/entrepreneurship-in-border-territories/249918
http://www.irma-international.org/article/e-platform-enabled-transnational-e-entrepreneurship/290822
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/social-entrepreneurship-and-income-distribution/153235
http://www.irma-international.org/article/convergence-of-interoperability-of-cloud-computing-service-oriented-architecture-and-enterprise-architecture/81263
http://www.irma-international.org/article/convergence-of-interoperability-of-cloud-computing-service-oriented-architecture-and-enterprise-architecture/81263
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/applying-a-cross-cultural-health-systems-strengthening-diagnostic-tool/218089
http://www.irma-international.org/article/advancing-potential-diversity-innovation/51596

