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ABSTRACT

Cities, in the process of modernization, make historical progress parallel to the dynamics of capitalist 
development. Capitalism uses urban structures to overcome crises and increase the fluidity of capital. 
Changes in the labor force, agricultural policies, migration, urbanization or being otherized in the city, 
new consumption habits give clues of how capitalism uses the urban space to reproduce itself. In this 
article, which economic and sociological reasons emerged in the recent history of urban transformation, 
is examined. It is also the subject of the documentary how the transformation that has occurred since 
the 2000s has been shaped in line with the needs of capital in the transition to the new capitalist model. 
In this context, the questions raised in the documentary and the relationship between political economy 
and urban transformation were tried to be understood.

INTRODUCTION

The changing regimes of capital accumlation and the historical development of modern cities demonstare 
important similarities. Capitalism uses spatial structures to overcome its crises and increase the fluid-
ity of capital. The changes in the labor force, migration, urbanization, gentrification, new consumption 
habits provide conceptual clues as to how capitalism uses urban space to reproduce itself. The attempt 
to solve the geopolitically unequal development of capitalism and excessive accumulation through vari-
ous spatial searches determines the forms of urban transformation. It is important to comprehend how 
the spatial transformation in a city like Istanbul, which is a center candidate for the global capitalist 
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consumption, is affected by the processes of capital accumulation. In countries like Turkey where the 
eceonomic growth rate mostly depends upon the productivity of the construction sector, urban trans-
formation directly impacts the eceonomic infrastructure. As the construction investments in cities are 
increasing; urban centers and certain plots of land with high rent value are being cleansed from the poor. 
The most typical modern organizations of capitalism such as the shopping malls, continue to be built in 
our modern era where the cities become the central cites of of capital accumulation.

While the city center is designed for upper-income groups, new living spaces are being built outside 
the city for classes that do not prefer to live in the city center. For upper-income groups, it is sometimes 
unnecessary to go to the city center regarding the facilities offered by the place they live, or they are 
easier to reach by private means of transportation. The public authority built housing for the lower classes. 
For the poor who were thrown into the walls of the city, the connection with the center was almost bro-
ken, which is what is desired in the new capitalist urban order. These spaces freed from the poor have 
become the new living spaces for the new middle class as a subject of gentrification in certain respects. 
All these processes and problems are the subject and research area of the documentary Ecumonopolis: 
City Without Limits. The documentary includes interviews with experts and those who experience these 
processes and problems. The concepts of political economy are visualized with real life experiences 
and presented to the audience. The flexibility of being a documentary in the narrative has facilitated 
the study of theoretical and historical issues on the one hand, and on the other hand the interviews with 
people in these living spaces have revealed the practical methodology of theory.

This article makes the links between capitalism and the formation of urban space by both explicat-
ing the processes of urban transformation theoretically and offering a detailed account of how these 
processes ocur in Turkey. The economic and sociological reasons that produce the processes of urban 
transformation and gentrification will be examined. The subject of the documentary how the transforma-
tion that has occurred since the 2000s has been shaped in line with the needs of capital in the transition 
to the new capitalist model. In this context, the questions raised in the documentary and the relationship 
between political economy and urban transformation will be understood.

URBAN TRANSFORMATION

When writing the history of urbanization, the point that stands out is generally how the city has a produc-
tion logic unlike the countryside. From this perspective, the city corresponds to a social organization that 
incorporates the elements of development and continuity of capitalism such as trade and industry. The 
capitalist city corresponds to a process rather than a static formation. The continuous transformation of 
social relations means the transformation of the city, and in this context, the city is not merely a reflection 
of capitalist social relations, but one of the founding elements of these social relations (Şengül, 2002, p. 1).

The changes in urban space are not limited to physical transformations of the spaces of living. Ev-
erything, from the historical memory of the city to the daily life practices changes with the intervention 
into the place. When this change is applied to a large city, it has a much wider impact than anticipated. 
While the aim of the transformation is often to modernize the city, to improve certain areas of collapse, 
or to create new and modern living spaces for certain income groups, a number of economic and social 
consequences come out of these changes. Production relations, new business areas and consumption 
habits are also reorganized by participating in this transformation. Considering the growing indequal-



 

 

15 more pages are available in the full version of this document, which may

be purchased using the "Add to Cart" button on the publisher's webpage:

www.igi-global.com/chapter/the-political-economy-of-urban-

transformation/252752

Related Content

Towards Eco-Friendly Responsibilities: Indonesia Field School Model Cross Review
Miftachul Huda, Islah Gusmianand Mufrad Teguh Mulyo (2021). Journal of Comparative Asian

Development (pp. 1-12).

www.irma-international.org/article/towards-eco-friendly-responsibilities/286773

Henry Kissinger's Shift on Ukraine and Its Implications for Russia: The Commencement but Not

a Conclusion of the Sixth Great Debate in International Relations
Piotr Pietrzak (2024). Analyzing Global Responses to Contemporary Regional Conflicts (pp. 133-162).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/henry-kissingers-shift-on-ukraine-and-its-implications-for-russia/342421

Adolescent Suicides as a Chaotic Phenomenon
Halime Güngör (2014). Chaos and Complexity Theory in World Politics (pp. 306-324).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/adolescent-suicides-as-a-chaotic-phenomenon/110807

Facilitating Active Citizenship in Students Through the Strengthening of University-Community

Partnerships
Rika Swanzenand Victoria L. Graham (2019). Civic Engagement and Politics: Concepts, Methodologies,

Tools, and Applications  (pp. 904-933).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/facilitating-active-citizenship-in-students-through-the-strengthening-of-university-

community-partnerships/220245

Towards Eco-Friendly Responsibilities: Indonesia Field School Model Cross Review
Miftachul Huda, Islah Gusmianand Mufrad Teguh Mulyo (2021). Journal of Comparative Asian

Development (pp. 1-12).

www.irma-international.org/article/towards-eco-friendly-responsibilities/286773

http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/the-political-economy-of-urban-transformation/252752
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/the-political-economy-of-urban-transformation/252752
http://www.irma-international.org/article/towards-eco-friendly-responsibilities/286773
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/henry-kissingers-shift-on-ukraine-and-its-implications-for-russia/342421
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/adolescent-suicides-as-a-chaotic-phenomenon/110807
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/facilitating-active-citizenship-in-students-through-the-strengthening-of-university-community-partnerships/220245
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/facilitating-active-citizenship-in-students-through-the-strengthening-of-university-community-partnerships/220245
http://www.irma-international.org/article/towards-eco-friendly-responsibilities/286773

