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ABSTRACT

Thepresentresearchwasconductedtosystematicallyreviewexistingresearchthatexaminedthe
relationshipsoftheaspectsofself-construalandsocialnetworksites(SNS)usages.Atotalof12
researcharticlesmettheinclusioncriteriaforthepresentreview.Thereviewedresearcharticlesmainly
supportedthesignificantrelationshipoftheinterdependentself-construalandSNS-relatedoutcomes.
Thepresentreviewhighlightedthatthereviewedrelationshipsdiffered.Somefindingssupportedthe
directeffectofself-construalonSNS-relatedoutcomes,whereassomesupportedtheindirecteffects
ofinterveningvariablesontheserelationships.Thereviewedfindingssupportedtheinfluenceof
self-construaloncognition,emotion,andmotivation.Implicationsofthepresentsystematicreview
werediscussedinthemanuscript.
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INTRodUCTIoN

Socialnetworksites(SNS)thatfunctiontoconnectpeople(e.g.Ellison,Steinfield,&Lampe,2007)
havebeen tightly integrated intousers’daily life.Although theseonlineplatformswere initially
designedtoconnectpeople,SNShaveservedarangeofpurposesthatincludeinstantdistributionof
newspapercontent(e.g.Ju,Jeong,&Chyi,2014)andbrandadvertising(Dehghani&Tumer,2015).
ThissupportsthemultifacetedusageofSNSthatstemmedfromusers’exploitationofthefeatures
availableontheseonlineplatforms.ConsistentwiththeintendedpurposesofSNStoregulateand
tomaintainconnectednesswithotherusers(Boyd&Ellison,2007),researchhassupportedthatthe
degreeofindividualityandcollectivenessisinstrumentalinshapingtheuseofSNS.Forinstance,
theendorsementofindividualityandconnectednesswaslinkedtothetypesofconnectionestablished
throughSNS(Chu&Choi,2010;Choi,Kim,Sung,&Sohn,2010;Jietal.,2010;Na,Kosinki,&
Stillwell,2015).Subsequentprogressionrevealedthattheassertionofindividualismandcollectivism
affectedtheunderlyingattitudeandacceptabilityofSNS(Cho&Park,2013).Consequently,this
endorsementinfluencedtheenactedcommunicationstyle(Cho&Park,2013;Park,Jun,&Lee,2015;
Qiu,Lin,Leung,2013)andself-expressionstrategiesonSNS(Chu&Choi,2010;DeAndrea,Shaw,
&Levine,2010),motivations(Kim,Sohn,&Choi,2011;Shin,2010)andthecorrespondinglevelsof
engagementonSNS(Chu&Choi,2011;Jackson&Wang,2013;Parketal.,2015;Vasalou,Joinson,
&Courvoisier,2010).Inthisstreamofresearch,endorsementoftheseself-aspectsisknownasself-
construal(Markus&Kitayama,1991).Collectively,researchfindingshavesupportedthesignificance
ofself-construalinfacilitatingSNSusages.Giventheimportanceofself-construalindetermining
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usages of online platforms, the present research aims to systematically review existing research
articlesthatexaminedtherelationshipsoftheaspectsofself-construalandSNSrelatedoutcomes.

Self-construalisoneoftheprominentconceptsinpsychology(Matsumoto,1999).Itreferstothe
extenttowhichtheselfisdefinedindependentlyofothersorinterdependentlywithothers(Markus
&Kitayama, 1991). The independent aspect of self is known as the independent self-construal,
wheretheselfisrepresentedasdistinctfromothers(Markus&Kitayama,1991;Singelis,1994).The
interdependentaspectofselfisknownastheinterdependentself-construal,wheretheselfisrepresented
astightlyconnectedtoothers(Markus&Kitayama,1991;seealsoSingelis,1994).Althoughthese
aspectsweredeemedasmutuallyexclusive,itwasindicatedthatindividualspossessbothaspects
ofself-construal,andtheexpressionoftheseaspectsisdependentonsituationalcontext(Markus
&Kitayama,1991,seealsoSingelis,1994,Triandis,1989).Theexpressionoftheseself-aspectsis
oftenconsistentwithHofstede’s(1980,2001)culturaldimensionofIndividualism-Collectivism.The
expressionoftheindependentself-construalismorecommoninindividualisticcultures,whereasthe
expressionoftheinterdependentself-construalismorecommonincollectivisticcultures(Gudykunst
etal.,1996;Markus&Kitayama,1991;Singelis,1994).Self-construalwastheorizedasindividual-
levelofculture-baseddifferences inperception,motivationandbehaviour(Markus&Kitayama,
1991).Hence,despitetheoverlap,thetheoreticaldistinctionremainedwheretheculturaldimension
of Individualism-Collectivismdescribes thenationalcultures,while theaspectsofself-construal
reflectsonindividuals’endorsementofindividualityandcollectiveness(Cross,Hardin,&Gercek-
Swing,2011;Levineetal.,2003).

In the vast literature, self-construal has been used to account for differences in human
communication,suchas theendorsementofcommunicationstrategies(Kim,Shin,&Cai,1998)
and conflict styles (Oetzel, 1998).Empirical research extends the influenceof self-construalon
human-technologyinteraction,wheretheaspectsofself-construaldictatethegratificationssought
online.Toillustrate,individualswithassertionofcollectivenessorinterdependencereportedhigher
gamingsatisfactionwithavatar-basedvideogamesthatpromoteinteractivity(Park&Jin,2009).
Whenpurchasingonlineproducts,individualswithhighinterdependentself-construalarelesscritical
towardreviewswrittenbypreviouscustomers(Siaetal.,2009).Additionally,individualswithhigh
interdependentself-construalarelesslikelytopurchaseproductsonlineduetotheabsenceofhuman
interaction(Frost,Goode,&Hart,2010).Researchalsosupportsthatself-construalisconduciveof
technologyacceptance(e.g.Choi&Totten,2012)andusages(e.g.Hu,Zhang,&Luo,2016).Thus,
researchershaverecommendedtodesignonlinecontentssuchaswebsitedesign(Kim,Coyle,&
Gould,2009)andcorporatepagesonSNS(Tsai&Men,2012)basedonthesepredispositions.

Inessence,self-construalisaninfluentialpsychologicalvariablethatinfluencehuman-technology
interaction.Thepurposeofthepresentresearchistosystematicallyreviewexistingresearcharticles
thatexaminedtherelationshipsofself-construalandSNSusages.Specifically,thepresentreviewwill
focuson(1)thequantificationofself-construalandSNSrelatedoutcomes,and(2)therelationship
ofself-construalandSNSrelatedoutcomes.RecommendationsfromthePreferredReportingItems
forSystematicReviewsandMeta-AnalysisProtocols(PRISMA-P;Shamseeretal.,2015)areused
asguidelinesforthepresentsystematicreview.

MeTHod

Information Sources and Search Strategy
Toidentifyresearcharticlesforthepresentreview,asearchwasconductedwithAcademicSearch
Complete,CommunicationandMassMediaComplete,Scopus,ScienceDirectFreedomCollection,
ProQuestdatabases.Referencelistsofincludedresearcharticleswerescannedforadditionalrelevant
researcharticles.
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