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ABSTRACT

Thisarticlereflectsonfreedomofexpression,privacy,ethicalandsocial responsibility, in
thecontextofsocialnetworks,inthecontextoftheexperienceofdemocracyincyberspace.
Itasksquestionsaboutensuringtheprotectionofprivacy,freedom,andautonomyofinternet
users in the internet environment. It identifies national and international legislation that
guarantee the right to privacy and the protection of citizens’ personal data. It reviews the
literatureontheconceptofethicsandsocialresponsibility,indemocracy,inthedigitalage,
associatingthisdomainofknowledgewiththeconceptofprivacy,freedom,andethicaland
socialresponsibility,inthecontextofsocialnetworks.Thearticlediscussestheconceptsthat
guidethis themeandthataredirectly involvedwithrelateddomains.It isalert to theneed
forethicalandlegalprotectionofthedigitaldataofinternetusers,aimingattheautonomous
safeguardingoftheirdigitalidentities.
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RESEARCH THEME AND PRoBLEM

FreedomofSpeech,Privacy,EthicalandSocialResponsibility,inDemocracy,intheDigitalAge,
areinherentrightstoallhumanbeings,regardlessofrace,creed,sex,nationality,ethnicity,language,
religionoranyothercondition.Assuch,rightsarenotmerelyprivilegesgranted,byotherhuman
beings,but rights inherent to the statusof thehumanbeing,and for this reason, theycannotbe
restrictedatthewhimofsomeone.

Humanrightsareanintegralpartoftheessenceofman,andfundamentally,asasocialand
gregariousbeing,theyhaveadeterminingroleinmaintaining,harmonizingandsafeguardingfreedom,
peaceandjustice,amongindividuals,sothattheyfeelprotectedfromabuse,suchasdiscrimination,
intolerance,injustice,oppressionandslaverythatcanariseinthiscoexistence,aswellasfeeling
willingandfreetoassumethedignityofhumanbeings.
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GoALS

ThisarticleaimstopresentageneralpictureoftheevolutionoftherighttoFreedomofExpression,
Privacy,EthicalandSocialResponsibility,inDemocracy,intheDigitalAge,beingextremelysensitive
tothebehavioralchangesofsociety.Recognizingprivacy,asavolatilelegalobject,thearticleseeks
todemonstratethatthecontext,inwhichthesubjectsoftherighttoprivacyareinserted,isessential
foritseffectiveness.

Deductively,theworkstartsfromthefirststepsoftherighttoprivacy,asanautonomousfigure,
reaching the current interpretation by the organs of power. The text demonstrates the negative
dimensionoftherighttoprivacy,thatis,theonethatprotectstheprivacyandprivacyoftheindividual,
againsttheintrusionsofpublicpowerandothercitizens,andthepositivedimension,wheretheStateis
obligedtoimplementadministrativeandlegislativemeasurestoguaranteecitizens’privacy,protecting
themfromtheactionsofothercitizensandtheStateitself,especiallyintechnologicalcircles.

APPRoACH METHoDoLoGy

Thecomplexityandturbulenceoftheinformationandknowledgesocietyhavetakeninterdisciplinarity
andtransdisciplinaryintoconsideration,asprocessesessentialtothedevelopmentandinnovation
ofsciencesandtechnologies.Theimplementationoftheseconceptsinsomeareasfaceschallenges
thatgothroughnotonlytheverypolysemyoftheseterms,butalsotherigidvisionsarisingfromthe
verydominantdisciplinarytrainingandtradition.

Itisnecessarytounderstand,throughatheoreticalreview,thehistoryoffundamentalhuman
rights,throughhistoricalreferencedocuments;apsychosocialanalysisoftheconceptsofFreedom
andPrivacy;theregulatoryframeworkinwhichtheyfit;theInternet,asaplatformforexercising
rightsandfreedomsandtheassociatedproblems;digitaldata,thetrailofpeople;thesurveillance
ofcitizens;thesocialengineeringofPower;onlinesocialnetworksandspacesoftrustandconflict.

Itisadescriptiveandanalyticalapproach,seekingtoknowandanalyzetheexistingcultural
andscientificcontributionson thesesubjects,basedon thereviewof theexisting literature.The
researchwasstructuredbasedonthesystemicapproachforunderstandingtheproblemsofFreedom
ofExpression,Privacy,EthicalandSocialResponsibility,inDemocracy,intheDigitalAge.

FUNDAMENTAL CoNCEPTS

Freedom of Expression
Communicationisafundamentalprocessforhumaninteraction.Untiltoday,thereisnocertainty
abouthowprimitivemenbegantocommunicatewitheachother,whetherbyshouting,whetherby
grunting,whetherbygestures,orbythecombinationoftheseelements.Itisalsothroughitthathuman
beingsacquireawarenessofthemselvesandothers,internalize,produce,reproduceandtransmitto
others,throughlanguage,thebehaviors,values,norms,andtheirmeanings,insocietyandculture,
inwhichitisinserted.

Thecommunicationalprocesstakesplacethroughlanguage,namelythroughexpression,oraland
written.Ithasbeendiversifying,overtimeandspace,inventingnewchannels,fromrockpaintings,
drumsounds,smokesignals,paper,telegraph,telephone,radio,television,andtodaywiththeinternet,
itallowsmencommunicatewitheachotherinafasterandeasierway.

Communicationisthebasisofinteractioninthehumanrelationship,anditisalsothefoundation
oftherighttofreethoughtandfreeexpressionofman.Freedomofthoughtandfreedomofexpression
aretwoassociatedrights,sincethetwocomplementeachother.However,bothhavefreedom,witha
somewhatdifferentnature.Freedomisaconceptthatcontains,anoptionorwillandaconstraint,the
conflictwiththefreedomofanotherperson.Oneperson’sfreedomendswhenanother’sfreedombegins.
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