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ABSTRACT

Citizens who lack basic skills and knowledge end up with unemployment or low-
payingjobs.Thisleadstoexistenceinpovertyandalackofopportunitytoevenvoice.
Lowliteracylevelsaffecteconomicdevelopment,diminishcitizenparticipationand
contribution, and are burdensome on nations. To address the issue, many nations
consider,adopt,andsupportadultliteracyprogrammes(ALP).Namibiaisnoexception.
Hence, in 2003, the Adult Literacy Programme was initiated and is still actively
engagingthetargetedcommunitymembersforacquiringbasicskillsandknowledge,
therebyreducingpoverty.Thus,theobjectiveofthisstudyistoassessALP’ssuccess
inpovertyreductionasacitizenryapproach.Basedonthetransformationallearning
theoryandthecapabilityapproach,thequalitativeresearchmethodisadopted,anddata
collectionisdonewithstructuredinterviewsusingapurposivesamplingtechnique.
FindingsreflectALPhasenhancedthelivesofparticipantsand,thereforeformspart
ofthemeasurestoinhibitseveralsocial-relatedevilsthatcausepoverty.
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INTRodUCTIoN

AllSub-SaharanAfricancountries are striving towards theprovisionof education
toallitscitizensaspartofthenationalpriorityobjectiveby2030(Education,2012)
including Namibia. To achieve this goal, the Ministry of Education through the
DirectorateofAdultEducationandinconjunctionwiththeUnitedNationsEducational,
Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO), has launched Adult Literacy
Programmes(ALP)(DAE,2008).TheoverallgoaloftheALPwastopromotesocial,
political,cultural,economicdevelopmentandimprovementofthelivingstandards.
ThemaintargetoftheALParethemarginalised,vulnerablegroupsconsistofilliterate
citizens,disadvantagedmembersofthesocietyandforcedoutofformaleducationout
ofschoolyouthsduetoothercircumstances(UNESCO,2011).Jauch(2012),argues
thatNamibiaisrankedasacountrywiththehighestmeasureofinequalitiesandhas
aGini-coefficientof70whichshowsagreat levelofinequalitiesinthecountryin
termsofgender,race,regional,educationalandclassdimensionsofinequality.Itis
againstthisbackgroundofpovertyandvulnerabilityoftheAfricanpeopleespecially
theslumdwellers,women,orphans,theoutofschoolyouthsandthechronicallyill
thatthefunctionofprovisionofinformationandknowledgeinpovertyreductionwas
envisaged(Mchombu&Mchombu,2014).Namibiaisneitherexceptionalnorimmune
topoverty.Poverty is definedbroadly in fourperspectiveswhich are:whether the
individualhasenoughresourcestomeettheirneeds;inequalitiesinthedistribution
ofearningsacross thepopulation;consumptionpatternsofdifferentgroupswithin
thesocietyandvulnerabilityofpeopleinthesociety.Itpointstothedangerofone
regressingintopovertyevenwhenequippedwithskillsandknowledgetobattlepoverty
(Mchombu&Mchombu,2014).TheFoodandAgriculturalOrganisation(FAO)(2006),
definespovertyasalackofabilitytoattainsociallyacceptablestandardsofliving.
This definition implies that poverty is relative. It can be argued that information,
knowledgeandskillsareessentialtoachievepovertyeradicationandimprovethelives
ofpeople.Itisperceivedthatpovertyeradicationcanbeachievedthrougheducation
andinthiscaseprovisionofadultliteracyeducationtothosewhoareilliterate.This
shouldhelp to close thegap and enable the communitymembers toupgrade their
skillstotertiarylevel.

According to the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) (2012) as
cited in Mchombu and Mchombu (2014), Namibia in comparison to other nations
in the region andbeyond (Botswana0.61,Haiti 0.595,SouthAfrica0.578), has a
highlevelofinequalityduetothemarginalisedcommunitywhohavelessaccessto
education.InastudycarriedoutintheOhangwenaRegion,inruralNamibia,itwas
indicatedthat18%oftheparticipantsopinedthatinformationandknowledgeenabled
theparticipantstoaccessnewservices.Itisfurtherindicatedinthesamestudythat
fourteen(14%)wereabletogetbasicrequirementssuchasclothes,shoes,blankets
andschooluniformstomentionafewexamples(Mchombu&Mchombu,2014).From
theabovediscussion,onemaydeducethatthesignificanceofknowledge,skillsand
informationthatcanbeacquiredthrougheducationisapanaceatopovertyreduction.
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