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ABSTRACT

The aim of this study is to foresee a futuristic view of how open universities can achieve their sustainability 
in the context of technological singularity. Technological singularity predicts that artificial intelligence 
will prevent human intelligence in the future. Not only can artificial intelligence radically change human 
habits, but it can also alter learning practices. The foundation of a revolutionary transformation on 
humanity learning will be established for both the open universities and for the technological singular-
ity beyond master-human. Thus, open universities are not only sustainable, but, at the same time, they 
can be transformed into ecological learning environments. The framework of the internalizations and 
predictions of the study participants on open and distance learning environments will help us save open 
universities in the future.
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INTRODUCTION

The idea that human history is approaching a singularity that ordinary humans will someday be overtaken 
by artificially intelligent machines or cognitively enhanced biological intelligence, or both. This idea is 
not science fiction anymore, it is a fact. Von Neumann uses the term singularity, though it appears he 
is still thinking of normal progress, not the creation of superhuman intellect. Vernor Vinge asserts that 
mankind will develop a superhuman intelligence before 2030. To Ray Kurzweil, Google’s chief of engi-
neering, robots will reach human intelligence by 2029 and life as we know it will end in 2045. Kurzweil 
defines this transformation as technological singularity that all the emerging technologies first reach 
the subtleties of human intelligence, then knowledge-based technologies will pass human intelligence 
increasingly, and sharing knowledge rapidly. Therefore, it is no longer a dream that the cybernetic com-
munity will exist in the future.

BACKGROUND

The acceleration of radical transformational technological progress must be the central feature of open 
universities in this century while we are on the edge of change comparable to the rise of human life on 
Earth. Open universities, therefore, must keep pace with these rapid changes in technology and society 
in order to sustain their assets. The precise cause of this change is the imminent creation by the cutting-
edge technologies of entities with greater than human intelligence. There are several means by which 
open universities must achieve this breakthrough and integration new improvements into their systems:

FOCUS OF THE ARTICLE

The aim of this study is to foresee a futuristic view of how open universities can achieve their sustain-
ability in the context of technological singularity. Technological singularity predicts that artificial intel-
ligence will prevent human intelligence in the future. Not only can artificial intelligence radically change 
human habits, but also learning practices. The foundation of a revolutionary transformation on humanity 
learning will be established for both the open universities and for the technological singularity beyond 
master-human. Thus, open universities are not only sustainable; at the same time, be transformed into 
ecological learning environments. Within the framework of the internalizations and predictions of the 
study participants on open and distance learning environments help us how to save open universities in 
the future.

1)  Because of the development of computers, which are “awake” and superhumanly intelligent, open 
universities must develop advancements in artificial intelligence (AI) as learning environments.

2)  Because of dense and extensive computer networks and their associated users that “wake up” as 
a superhumanly intelligent entity, open universities must establish the networks that somehow 
become self-aware.

3)  Because of computer/human interfaces, which become so intimate that users may reasonably be 
considered superhumanly intelligent, open universities must focus on advanced computer/human 
interfaces that users must essentially evolve into a new learners.
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