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ABSTRACT

Today,theconcernwithethicalprinciplesandmoralvaluesmakesusreflectonthiscomplexand
turbulentsociety,butwithsocialresponsibilities.Thisconcepthasbecomerelevanttoglobalizationof
societies,companies,institutions,andallthosewhorelatetoanyoftheseorganizations.Thisconcept
isthebasisoftheresearchthatseekstoidentifyandanalyzetheethicalandsocialresponsibilities
oflegalprofessionals.Theaimoftheworkistocontributetoareflectionontheethicalandsocial
responsibilityoflegalprofessionals,basedontheaggregationofexistingliterature.Thestructureof
thearticlesummarizestheexistingacademicworks,seekingtogeneratenewknowledge.Thearticle
seeksinthefirstplacetoidentifytheissuesofethicsandsocialresponsibilityoflegalprofessionals
byfocusingmoreindetailonone(s)ofthem.
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INTRoDUCTIoN

Thecomplexityofjudicialprocessesrequiresresponsibleandconscientiousdecision-makers.The
sensitiveaspectof this concept is that justice leadersareguidedbyethical standards inadverse
circumstancesthatcompelthemtomakedifficultdecisions,forexample,intheareasofCriminal
LawSciencesandCivilLawSciences.

Velasquez(2006),statesthatthefoundationofaninstitutionisitsvaluesandpractices.Itgoes
withoutsayingthatwhenaninstitutionfacessituationsthatrequiredifficultdecisions,adherence
tostrictethicalcodescanfacilitatedecisionmaking.CottoneandTarvydas(2007)recognizethat
demonstratingcoherence,rigorandconstancyinmakingethicaldecisionsencouragestheconfidence
ofpeopleandtheinstitution.

AccordingtoGena(2000),ethicaldecisionmakinginaninstitutionisderivedfromtheapplication
ofethical theories to top-downpracticaldilemmasandthat theprevailingparadigmsofdecision
makingrequiremorethanasingleethicaltheory.KeatingsandSmith(2000)describeethicaltheory
asasystematiccompilationofinterrelatedprinciplesandrulesthatguidemoralbehavior.LaFollette
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(1991)andRachels(2003)confirmthatasingletheoryorsetofrulesbasedonatheoryisadequate
toguideethicalactionsingeneral,especiallythepracticeofdecision.

Thisarticleisconcernedwiththeintegrationoftheoreticalethicswiththepracticeofdecision-
makinginjustice.First,itdiscussesthehistoricalthoughtsthatshapetheconceptofethics.Then,
thestudyaddressesseveralcontemporarytheoriesofethicaldecision-making,suchastheEthicsof
Virtue,theCulturalandEthicalRelativism,theEthicsofJusticeandtheKantianEthics.Finally,
itcomparesthetheoriesofEthicsofVirtue,EthicsofCareandEthicsofJustice,intermsoftheir
applicabilityinrelationtoglobalconditions.

Socialresponsibilityquiteevidentintheprintedandelectronicmedia,inacademicdiscussions,
insociety ingeneral,hasnot received thesameattentionamonglegalprofessionals.There isan
ethicalconcern,buttheissueoftheresponsibilityoftheseprofessionalsinhowtobecomemore
participatory,insociety,abouttheirperformanceisnotyetpartofthediscussions.However,itisnot
enoughtojustdiscussethicsand/orsocialresponsibility,concreteactionsmustbetakenonlegal
professionalsinlinewiththeinformationandknowledgesociety,withthesedecision-makersbeing
responsibleforthemselves,theinstitutionandsocietyingeneral.

Thisconcernwithethicalprinciples,moralandsocialvalues,makesusreflectontheconstruction
ofasocietywithsocialresponsibilities.Thisconceptoccupiesaplaceinsocieties,incompaniesand
leadingeveryonewhorelatestoanyoftheseorganizationstoreflect,commentordiscussonthesubject.

FoCUS AND APPRoACH METHoDoLoGy

Asforitsnature,theresearchisqualitative,sinceitdoesnotclaimtoquantifyevents,nordoesit
privilegestatisticalstudy.Itsfocusisonobtainingdescriptivedata,thatis,theincidenceoftopics
ofinterestintwofields,InformationSciencesandLegalSciences.Consequently,withregardtothe
ends,theresearchisofareflexivenatureandofadescriptivecharacter,insofarasthetechniqueused,
iscategorized,consensually,asastudyofdirectdocumentation,whichprovidesforconsultationwith
sourcesrelatedtothestudyindifferentmedia,printorelectronic.

FUNDAMENTAL CoNCEPTS

Data, Information and Knowledge
Informationisnotthesameasdata,althoughthetwowordsareoftenconfused,soitisunderstoodthat
thesubtledistinctionbetweentheseconceptsisessential.Thedatadonotconveysenseormeaning
ofthefacts,imagesorsounds,sincetheylackrelationalelementsessentialtotheestablishmentofa
completemeaning,lackinganinternalrelationalstructureforacognitivepurpose.

Thisstructureisoneoftheattributesoftheinformation.Dataistransformedintoinformation
when its creator addsmeaning to it,Davenport andPrusak, (1998).WiliamG.Zikmund (2000,
p.19)definesknowledgeas“themixtureofinformation,experienceandunderstandingthatprovide
astructurethatcanbeappliedintheevaluationofnewinformationornewsituations”.Information
“feeds”knowledge.Knowledgecanthusbedefinedasaperson’sabilitytorelatecomplexinformation
structurestoanewcontext.

Newcontextsimplychange,actionanddynamism.Knowledgecannotbeshared,althoughthe
techniqueandcomponentsofinformationcanbeshared.Whenapersoninternalizesinformationto
thepointthathecanuseit,wecallitknowledge,Zikmund,(2000).Thisisafluidmixofexperiences,
values,contextualinformationandexpertjudgment,structuredthatprovideaframeworkforevaluating
andincorporatingnewexperiencesandinformation.Organizationsarefoundnotonlyindocuments
andreports,butalsoinorganizationroutines,processes,practicesandstandards.

KnowledgehasitsoriginandisappliedinthemindsofconnoisseursDavenportandPrusak,
(1998),WilliamZikmund,(2000).Knowledgeisinformationasvalidandaccepted,integratingdata,
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