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Grassroots Libraries in Western China
Weiping Wang, Tongwei County Library, China

Zhipeng Wei, Library of Gansu Province, China

ABSTRACT

ThroughthecooperationwiththeEvergreenEducationFoundationintheUnitedStates,theTongwei
rurallibrarynetworkhasbeensetupandacooperationservicealliancebetweenapubliclibrary
andschoollibrarieshasbeenbuilt;usingprojectfundingbyEvergreen,itreachedouttothelocal
communities,andmeanwhile,itcarriedoutsmallprojectstoenhanceitsservicecapacity.Through
participationintheEvergreen-sponsoredinternationalconferences,training,andprojects,librarians
haveimprovedtheirservicecapabilitiesandsharpenedtheirawarenessoflibraryservices.Based
onthelocalculturalcharacteristicsanduserneeds,andfundedbyagrantfromHangzhouLibrary
Foundation,TongweiCountyLibraryhasestablishedareadingroomasaspacewherepeoplecan
readcalligraphyandpaintingmaterials.Inaddition,itcarriedoutspecialcollectionsservices,shot
thedocumentaryfilm“AutumnStory,”andheld“Tongweiimpression.”Itisthefirstcountylibrary
toachievemanagementautomation,andthenational-levellibraryinthefifthnationalpubliclibrary
assessment.
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INTRodUCTIoN

Tongwei is located in central Gansu, China, with a total area of 2,908.5 square kilometers,
administrating 18 towns, 332 villages, and 10 communities, with a total population of 405,100
(Tongwei County Editorial Committee, 1990).Locatedin thehillyandgullyregionof theLoess
Plateau,TongweiCounty’sarablelandamountedto183millionmu.Itis1,410-2,521metersabove
sealevel,withtheaverageannualtemperatureof7.5°C,andtheannualrainfallofabout380mm.
Withgullyslopesinitsterritory,itsufferedfromserioussoilerosion,frequentnaturaldisasters,and
mainlydroughts.Itsproductionandlivingconditionsarebackward,whichmeansitsurbanandrural
residentspercapitadisposableincomewas18,078yuanand5,289yuan,respectively,in2016,and
itisanationalpoverty-strickencounty.

Tongweihasalonghistoryandsplendidculture.SinceitwassetupasacountyinHanDynasty
(Year114BC),therehasbeenmorethan2100yearsofhistory.Theancientruinsandpotteryfound
intheterritorybelongto“Yangshao”and“Qijia”culture.Tongweiisfamousfor“thehometown
ofChinesepaintingandcalligraphyart,”“thehometownofChinesefolkart,”“nationaladvanced
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sportscounty,”“nationaladvancedgrainproductioncounty,”andtheBangluozhenconferencevenue
islistedinthe“100redtourism1classicscenicarea.”

TongweiCountyLibraryhasalonghistory.Accordingtothe“TongweiCounty”yearbook,its
origincanbetracedbackasearlyastheMingandQingDynasties.In1950,whentheculturalcenter
wasestablished, therewasa librarysetup in thecenter.The librarywasformallyestablished in
November1979,anditwasmovedintoitsnewbuildinginJuly2006.Itwasratedasthenational-level
libraryinthefifthnationalpubliclibraryassessmentin2013.TheLibraryhascollectedmorethan
130,000volumesofpublicationsofvarioustypes,including17,500electronicbooks,andmorethan
8,000ancientbooks;digitalresourcesamountto6TB.Thereare16workersinthecenter,including
threewithviceseniorprofessionaltitles,andfivewithintermediatetitles.Itsbooksareborrowed
upto110,000timesonaverageannually.Ithaswonsuchhonorarytitlesas“municipalmodelunit,”
“advancedunitinideologicalandmoralcultivationforteenagers,”“advancedsupportcenterofGansu
Province’sculturalinformationresourcessharingproject,”and“advancedunitofGansuProvince
publicelectronicreadingroomconstruction.”

Inthefifthnationalpubliclibraryassessmentin2013,ofthe98publiclibrariesinGansuProvince,
only11were ratedat the first leveland12at thesecond level (Ministry of Culture, 2013).The
TongweiCountyLibraryachievedsuchresultsmainlyduetoyearsofitssocialcooperationpractice.

oVeRVIeW oF SoCIAL CooPeRATIoN IN PUBLIC LIBRARIeS

Librarysocialcooperationisarelativelygeneralconcept,whichmeans,inthenarrowsense:the
variousformsofcooperationandco-constructionbetweenalibraryandothersocialinstitutionsand

Figure 1. Location of Tongwei County Library in China
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