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ABSTRACT

Thisarticlepresentsathoroughreviewoftheliteraturededicatedtolearningmoreaboutmixedmethods
researchdesign.Explanatorysequentialmixedmethodsstudiesandexploratorysequentialmixedmethods
studiesarethetwotypesofmixedmethodsresearchdesignmodelsthatthisarticlepresentsindetail.
Tocontextualizedifferentideasrelatedtoresearchdesign,theauthorprovidesexamplesofresearch
studiesthatexemplifydifferentresearchdesignsfallingwithinmixedmethods.Themainobjectiveof
thisarticleistohighlighttheimportantrolethatqualitativeresearchdesignplaysinmixedmethods
research.Suchapresentationoftheliteratureaimstoarguethatqualitativedatasubstantiatesquantitative
dataasameanstoheightentheregardtowhichqualitativemethodologyreceives.
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INTRodUCTIoN

Historically,asqualitativeresearchmethodshavestruggledtogainthelevelofrespectandprowess
asquantitative researchmethods,mixedmethodology lacksa substantial amountofguidance in
theliterature.AsaPh.D.candidateatLesleyUniversityinCambridge,MA,Idesiredtoconducta
phenomenologyformydissertation,butstruggledtostructureastrictly-qualitativestudyinaway
thatwouldappeasemydissertationcommittee.Isoonlearnedthatmanystudentsearningdoctorates
inthefieldofEducation,andotherdisciplineswithinthehumanitiesandsocialsciences,facedthe
samestruggle.Theonlywaytheirqualitativedatacouldbejustifiedwouldbeiftheyhadquantitative
datatosupporttheirqualitativedata.ThiswaswhenIstartedtoinvestigatemixedmethodsapproaches
toresearchdesign.

Inthisarticle,twooptionsofmixedmethodsstudiesarebeexplored.Thisfirstisexplanatory
sequentialmixedmethodsstudyandthesecondisexploratorysequentialmixedmethodsstudy.These
twotypesofmixedmethodsresearchcanbedescribedatrulysymbioticrelationship.Thetwodifferent
portionsofeachoftheseresearchmethodsprovidedeeperinsighttotheother.Thequalitativeportion
informsthequantitativeportion,andviceversa.Themainobjectiveforsupplyingsuchanexploration
ofmixedmethodsresearchis tounderstandthevastlyimportantroleofqualitativemethodology
withinmixedmethods.Inturn,thisdiscussiondispelsthefallacythatthebenefitofmixedmethods
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isthatquantitativedatasubstantiatesqualitativedata.Thisarticlearguesthattheoppositeistrue.
Mixedmethodsresearchispowerfulandinsightfulbecauseitallowsqualitativedatatosubstantiate
quantitativedata.Qualitativemethods,insummary,havemorevalueinmixedmethodsresearchthan
quantitativemethods.

BACKGRoUNd

RussellandGreggory(2003)articulatedthatqualitativeresearchstrugglestoagreeuponconsistent
expectations in regard to reliability and validity. The inconsistencies within qualitative research
methodshascontributedtotheideathatqualitativeresearchisnotasaccurate,valid,orreliableas
quantitativeresearchmethods.Thisarticleaimstodisruptthisnotionbyplacingheavyemphasison
thevalueandimportanceofquantitativeresearchmethodology.Whilesomeacademicscholarsmay
arguethatmixedmethodsresearchistheonlyversionofqualitativeresearchthatisvalidandreliable
becauseithasquantitativeresearchmethodstosubstantiatethequalitativedata,thisarticletakesthe
oppositeviewpoint.Whatifqualitativedatasubstantiatesquantitativedataregardlessofthemixed
methodsapproach.Whiletheclaimsinthisarticlearebroadinnature,thegeneralizedperspective
allowsforresearchersofallspecializationstoreimaginequalitativemethodology.

MAIN FoCUS oF THE ARTICLE

Thisarticleaddressestheimportanceofqualitativedatawithinmixedmethodsresearchandisdivided
intothreemainsections:(a)explanatorysequentialmixedmethodsstudy,(b)exploratorysequential
mixedmethodsstudy,and(c)thenecessityofqualitativemethodsinmixedmethodsdesign.While
thisarticleprovidesinsightsandrecommendations,itevokesquestionsthatwarrantexplanation.

MIXEd METHodS RESEARCH

Mixedmethodsresearchis,insummary,acombinationofbothqualitativeandquantitativeresearch
design.AsMaxwell (2016)explained inhis article,mixedmethods researchdesignoccurred in
academiawellbeforeithadthelabelof“mixedmethods.”Studiesthatutilizedacombinationof
qualitativeandquantitativeresearchdesignhavebeendocumentedsincethe1950s(Maxwell,2016).
Onwuegbuzie,Johnson,andTurner(2007)contentedthatintegrativeresearch,multimethodresearch,
multiplemethods,triangulatedstudies,mixedresearch,andblendedresearchareafewlabelsgivento
mixedmethodsresearch.Regardlessofthelabel,mixedmethodsstudiessharemanycommonalities.

Onwuegbuzieetal.(2007)summarizedmixedmethodsresearchdesignasconsistingoffour
centraldomains.Thefirstdomainisphilosophicalperspectivesandtheseconddomainislogistics
surroundinginquiry.Thethirddomainisproceduralguidelinesandthefourthisideassurrounding
socio-politics.Thesefourdomainswereusedtocreateaboarddefinitionofmixedmethodsresearch.
Onwuegbuzie et al. (2007) wrote that mixed methods research is, “an intellectual and practical
synthesisbasedonqualitativeandquantitativeresearch;itisthethirdmethodologicalorresearch
paradigm(alongwithqualitativeandquantitativeresearch”(p.129).Thisdefinitionproperlyreflects
ideasbyCameron(2011).

Cameron(2011)wrotethatwhendefiningmixedmethodsresearch,therearefiveessentialtenets
thatwarrantcarefulconsideration.TheFiveP’srecognizethecontroversiesandchallengesthatmixed
methodsresearchfaces(Cameron,2011).ForeachoftheP’s,Cameron(2011)citedBazeley’s(2004)
learningobjectivesfortheresearcher.ThefirstPstandsfor“paradigms.”Theassociatedlearning
objectiveisthattheresearchmustobtainasolidunderstandingoftheparadigmsassociatedwith
theguidingresearchquestionsathand,whileconsideringthetheoreticalframework.Thesecond
Pstandsfor“pragmatism.”Bazeley’s(2003)learningobjectivethatcorrespondstothesecondP



 

 

15 more pages are available in the full version of this

document, which may be purchased using the "Add to Cart"

button on the publisher's webpage: www.igi-

global.com/article/the-importance-of-qualitative-methods-in-

mixed-methods-studies/273247

Related Content

Simulation in Adult Learning: Across the Disciplines of Engineering,

Business, and Healthcare
Yi Wu, Dan Eatonand Diane H. Parente (2020). Handbook of Research on Adult

Learning in Higher Education (pp. 396-418).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/simulation-in-adult-learning/249790

Dialogue Journals and Transformational Learning: Latino Students and Their

Professor “Talk-back” to Each Other
Yolanda Nieves (2014). International Journal of Adult Vocational Education and

Technology (pp. 1-14).

www.irma-international.org/article/dialogue-journals-and-transformational-learning/105888

An Evaluation of Experiential Learning Strategies for an Entrepreneurship

Boot Camp: The Case of the National Entrepreneurship Development

Company and the University of the West Indies
Natasha Ramkissoon-Babwah (2018). International Journal of Adult Vocational

Education and Technology (pp. 42-53).

www.irma-international.org/article/an-evaluation-of-experiential-learning-strategies-for-an-

entrepreneurship-boot-camp/211247

Teaching the Adult Learner: Building Trust and Motivation
Mette L. Baran (2021). Research Anthology on Adult Education and the Development

of Lifelong Learners (pp. 241-256).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/teaching-the-adult-learner/279729

Supplemental Case Studies
 (2020). Redefining Post-Traditional Learning: Emerging Research and Opportunities

(pp. 131-139).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/supplemental-case-studies/235987

http://www.igi-global.com/article/the-importance-of-qualitative-methods-in-mixed-methods-studies/273247
http://www.igi-global.com/article/the-importance-of-qualitative-methods-in-mixed-methods-studies/273247
http://www.igi-global.com/article/the-importance-of-qualitative-methods-in-mixed-methods-studies/273247
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/simulation-in-adult-learning/249790
http://www.irma-international.org/article/dialogue-journals-and-transformational-learning/105888
http://www.irma-international.org/article/an-evaluation-of-experiential-learning-strategies-for-an-entrepreneurship-boot-camp/211247
http://www.irma-international.org/article/an-evaluation-of-experiential-learning-strategies-for-an-entrepreneurship-boot-camp/211247
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/teaching-the-adult-learner/279729
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/supplemental-case-studies/235987

