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ABSTRACT

The purpose of the research is to explore factors, trends, and prospects of the sharing economy in eco-
nomic systems of various types. To achieve this goal, the authors established a typology of countries
according to their sharing economy development. Based on the structural and rank analysis, the authors
investigated and compared national economic systems according to the level of the sharing economy
development. The authors also employed the expert survey method to identify factors and risks affecting
the sharing economy at the national level. The following factors have been identified: digital economy
development, the openness of citizens and businesses to innovations, consumer mentality affecting be-
havior patterns, regulatory at the national and local levels, availability of the services, simplicity and
quality of the infrastructure, trust, political situation in the country, and digital literacy of the users.

INTRODUCTION

The global environmental crisis requires a new paradigm of a sustainable economy and necessitates the
development of technologies which allow to stimulate increases in living standards on the one hand and
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to preserve human habitats as well as the integrity of the environmental system on the other hand at the
same time at the national and international levels.

The digital economy as a trend of the 21st century carries with it serious implications for solving
economic and ecological problems:

e  expansion of services received via the internet (including mobile internet), ensuring accessibility
and breadth of service coverage;

e  growth in the service sector and in employment leads to the development of new forms of business
typical for the digital economy; both governments and businesses have an interest in the creation
of new employment opportunities, a solution to the issue of self-employment, boosting the com-
petitiveness of national economy at the world market of services;

e  a shift in consumer psychology, a transition from the mass consumer mentality to sustainable
consumption of goods and services can be a serious challenge and a powerful brake on the sharing
economy because management of consumer behavior can become a competitive tool for national
and transnational companies which threatens the national security;

e  development of digital technologies is an underlying condition for the growth of the sharing econ-
omy, since the mobile internet creates the environment where supply and demand interact without
intermediary which carries with it a serious challenge for government: if the sharing practices
are not commercial, how can the problems of risk insurance, protection from fraud, taxation be
solved.

Thus, several studies consider the advantages and concerns posed by the sharing economy, some
factors, and risks influencing the sharing economy are overlooked. This inhibits to understand
commonalities and differences in the sharing practices of different countries. Comparative
research of the sharing economy implementation in various economic systems is lacking in
the scholarship. This study seeks to close this gap.

The purpose of our research is to explore factors, trends, and prospects of the sharing economy in
economic systems of various types.
To achieve this goal, the authors intend to consider the following research questions.

1. What factors play a crucial role for the sharing economy practices?
2. What challenges and concerns has the sharing economy brought to the country?
3. What kind of measures and policies would facilitate the sharing economy practices?

The study is structured as follows: Section 2 reviews the sharing economy related literature, Section

3 presents the methodology, Section 4 analyses the empirical results obtained, and Section 5 presents
the conclusion.

SHARING ECONOMY BACKGROUND

Although the concept of the sharing economy is simple and not new, there is no the only one commonly
agreed definition (Gorog, 2018). This is due to a number of reasons. One the one hand, the sharing
economy is considered to be a complex and multifaceted phenomenon that leads to its ambiguity and

219



18 more pages are available in the full version of this document, which may
be purchased using the "Add to Cart" button on the publisher's webpage:

www.igi-global.com/chapter/towards-a-sharing-economy/280768

Related Content

Overview of the Networked Knowledge Economy

Nilmini Wickramasingheand Dag Von Lubitz (2007). Knowledge-Based Enterprise: Theories and
Fundamentals (pp. 1-15).
www.irma-international.org/chapter/overview-networked-knowledge-economy/25472

Revisiting Applications of Blockchain Technology in Business Ecosystems: Open Issues,
Challenges, and Potential Solutions

Izabella V. Lokshinaand Cees J. M. Lanting (2021). Journal of Business Ecosystems (pp. 29-49).
www.irma-international.org/article/revisiting-applications-of-blockchain-technology-in-business-ecosystems/295555

Gaining Strategic Intelligence Through the Firm's Market Value: The Hospitality Industry
J. Nicolau (2007). Managing Strategic Intelligence: Techniques and Technologies (pp. 141-158).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/gaining-strategic-intelligence-through-firm/25997

Do Authentic Leadership and Transformational Leadership Promote LMX in a Context of Political
Instability?: Case of Tunisian Companies

Istabrak Ben Abdallah, Amira Sghariand Jamil Chaabouni (2021). International Journal of Responsible
Leadership and Ethical Decision-Making (pp. 7-22).
www.irma-international.org/article/do-authentic-leadership-and-transformational-leadership-promote-Imx-in-a-context-of-
political-instability/304866

Resilience and Adaptation of the SME Sector in an Emerging Economy: An Explanatory and
Empirical Research

José G. Vargas-Hernandezand Muhammad Mahboob Ali (2021). Journal of Business Ecosystems (pp. 10-
28).

www.irma-international.org/article/resilience-and-adaptation-of-the-sme-sector-in-an-emerging-economy/300328



http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/towards-a-sharing-economy/280768
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/overview-networked-knowledge-economy/25472
http://www.irma-international.org/article/revisiting-applications-of-blockchain-technology-in-business-ecosystems/295555
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/gaining-strategic-intelligence-through-firm/25997
http://www.irma-international.org/article/do-authentic-leadership-and-transformational-leadership-promote-lmx-in-a-context-of-political-instability/304866
http://www.irma-international.org/article/do-authentic-leadership-and-transformational-leadership-promote-lmx-in-a-context-of-political-instability/304866
http://www.irma-international.org/article/resilience-and-adaptation-of-the-sme-sector-in-an-emerging-economy/300328

