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ABSTRACT

This study seeks to explore, understand, and develop a comprehensive application of Ignatian
principlesintoacademicemergencyanddisastermanagementprograms.Theresearchfocuseson
relevantworkdiscussingIgnatianprinciples,Ignatianpedagogy,andemergencymanagementtraining
andeducation.Thisexploratoryandnovelisticresearchapproachutilizesdocumentanalysisasthe
strategyforinquiryonhowIgnatianprinciplesandpedagogyinteractwithemergencyanddisaster
management.Thedocumentanalysisconductedpresentedlimitationsduetoconstraintsintheamount
of literatureavailable.Thestudy isoriginal;nodirect researchassociating the fields involved is
available.TheresearchidentifiedtheuseofIgnatianprinciplesinseveralprofessionaldisciplines.
There is a focus on the application of a modern version of the spiritual exercises, discernment,
reflection,andcontemplationastoolsforimprovementofcritical thinking,academicexcellence,
ethics,socialanalysis,andjusticeastheyapplytoemergencyanddisastermanagement.
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INTRoDUCTIoN

Asnaturalandman-madedisastersincreaseandhavebecomeanunfortunatebutroutinepartoflife,
thisresearchconsiderstheapplicationofIgnatianprinciplesasanadditionaltoolfortheacademic
educationofemergencymanagers.Itisprofoundaskingmoderneducatorsandemergencymanagers
tobe innovatorsby incorporatingandutilizing Ignatianprinciples froma450-year-old religious
traditionintoacontemporaryframework.Thisapproachempowersemergencymanagerstobemindful
andcontemplativedecisionmakers,providinganopportunitytodothebestgoodinanemergency
ordisasterscenario.

Academic,degree-grantingprogramsinemergencymanagementhavesproutedthroughoutthe
UnitedStateswiththegoalofpreparingthenextgenerationofemergencymanagerstomeetfuture
challenges.Duetothehighlevelsofstressinthefield,andtheaccompanyingimpactoncommunities,
itiscrucialtoofferemergencyanddisastermanagersestablishedsystemswhichempowerthemto
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dotheirjobsandofferthemthetoolstomakeconsciousandholisticdecisionsregardinginteractions
withcommunities theyserve. Ignatianspiritualityanddiscernmentprovokesnotonly thoughtful
decisionmaking,butalsocarefulconsiderationabouttheconsequencesofthosedecisions.Including
Ignatianprinciplesanddiscernmentintoemergencyanddisastermanagementeducationencourages
anapproachtodecisionmakingwhichfostersintellectualandspiritualwisdom,irrespectiveofits
religiousunderpinnings.

Emergencymanagementisanemergingfield.Thereisnostandardizedethicalcodeforemergency
managersorastandardizedcurriculumforacademicprogramsteachingemergencymanagement.An
opportunityexiststocomplimentacademicprogramsbyutilizingIgnatianprinciplesasguidelines.
Theseprincipleshaveuniversalapplicationswhichcouldprovideanethicalframeworkforemergency
managementdecisionmaking.Includingthesetoolsinacademicemergencymanagementcurriculums
offersaholisticsolutionbyempoweringemergencymanagerswithuniqueskillsfordisastermitigation,
preparedness,responseandrecoveryissueswhichfosterfocusingonindividualneedsandrespect
fortheiruniquecircumstances.

This document analysis study seeks to explore, understand and develop a comprehensive
applicationofIgnatianprinciplesintoacademicemergencyanddisastermanagementprograms.The
researchpresentedinthisinstanceisbothoriginalandnovelsincetheconceptsofethicsanddecision
makinghavenotbeenaddressedfromtheIgnatianperspectiveandtherehasbeennopublishedresearch
suggestingtheseprinciplescouldbeutilizedtoimprovecriticalthinking,increasesocialconsciousness
andpromoteacademicexcellence.Theresearchreviewfocusesonpeerreviewedacademicdatawhich
examinesIgnatianprinciples,andemergencymanagementtrainingandeducation.Understanding
existing,potentiallyrelevantresearchiscriticalindetermininghowIgnatianprinciplescouldintegrate
intoacademicEDMprograms.

Thisresearchaddsconsiderablevaluetotheknowncollectiveofknowledgerelatedtoemergency
managementethicsanddecisionmakingbyofferingan improvementafteranalyzingaggregated
relevantpublishedresearch.Thisstudyapproachesacrucialissuefromauniqueperspectiveand
proposesapracticalsolution.ExistingresearchinthefieldofEDMacademiahaslimitationsasit
pertainslargelytotheneedforcurriculumdevelopmentforacademicEDMprograms,withlittle
discussionregardingcontent.

Research Questions

• WhyshouldeducatorsandeducationalinstitutionsintegrateIgnatianprinciplesintoemergency
anddisastermanagementacademicprograms?

• WhatarethebenefitsofintegratingIgnatianprinciplesintoemergencyanddisastermanagement
academicprograms?(ifany)

• HowcanemergencyanddisastermanagementstudentsutilizeIgnatianprinciples?

Forthecontextofthisstudy,thefollowingdefinitionsandterminologyshouldbeconsidered.
ThetermJesuitcanbeusedtodescribeamemberoftheSocietyofJesus,aRomanCatholic

orderofpriestsandbrothersfoundedbyIgnatiusLoyola(Traub,2010).ThetermSaint Ignatius
referstooneofthemostinfluentialtheologiansofthe16thcenturyandthefounderoftheSocietyof
Jesus.Duringthesecondperiodofhislife,heexperiencedaspiritualawakening–astudyoftheology
andservicetoothers.PreviousstudiesmostlydefineIgnatian Principlesasfrequentlyaccepted
guidelinesorcharacteristicsinfluencedbyexperiencesofIgnatiusofLoyola.Ignatian Spirituality
refers tospirituality foreveryday life,andpresentsapathwayfordeeperprayer,meditation,and
gooddecisionsguidedbydiscernmentandalifeofservicetoothersandisadaptablewithabaseof
profoundhumanism.
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