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ABSTRACT

ThepurposeoftheresearchistoinvestigatetheimpactofCOVID-19onhighereducationpoliciesand
theireffectonstudents’academicperformanceatpublicuniversitiesinEthiopia.Thestudyadoptsa
quantitativeapproachfollowedbycausalanalysisbyapplyingstructuralequationmodeling.Asample
of384hasbeenselectedthroughsimplerandomsamplingoutofalargepopulationofacademic
staffspreadhomogeneouslyacrossEthiopia.ThestudyvariablesareCOVID-19,highereducation
policies,digital learning, teacherpreparedness,andstudentacademicperformance.Thefindings
revealthatthehypothesizedmodelbecomesaperfectfit.Basedonthestandardizedcoefficient,the
mostinfluencingpathistheeffectofhighereducationpolicyondigitallearning,followedbythe
impactofCOVID-19onhighereducationpolicy,academicperformance,andteacherpreparedness,
respectively.Thestudyhasfurtherobservedthepartialeffectofteacherpreparednessonthestudents’
academicperformance.
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INTRODUCTION

TheworldisunderatremendouseconomiccrisisduetonovelcoronavirusemanatingfromChina’s
Wuhanaspandemicthathashadanenormousimpactonsectorslikeeducation,energy,agriculture,
employment,andthesocialwell-beingofthepeople.Theeducationalinstitutionshavebeenclosed
sincetheadventofCovid-19becauseofimmediateemergencylockdownbymostcountries,thereby
severelyarrestingtheongoingeducationsystemworldwide.

Background of Study
Theoutbreakofpandemicforcesmostofthenation’sresortingunprecedentedmeasurestoprevent
thedeathofpeople,breakingthefallingeconomiestoahaltfromthepointofcollapseandtofirefight
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theconventionaleducationsystemfromastandstilltostirringintheformofdistancemodethrough
avirtuallearningplatform.ThehighereducationalinstitutionsandschoolswereshutdowninHong
Kong when China had forced one million school going kids staying at home during the SARS
virusepidemicintheyear2003thatchallengedabout50,600instructorstousedigitaltechnology
toprovidelearning(Fox,2004).ThepandemiccausedduetothecoronavirusissevereinAfrican
regionscomparedtotheotherregions.Thisoutbreakhasarrestedeconomicactivitiesduetosudden
lockdownandsocialdistancingmeasuresadoptedbymostAfricancountriestocontainthevirus.
(Ozili,P.,2020).Nearly2000highereducationalinstitutionsintheAfricancontextaregrapplingwith
anacuteshortageofpublicfundingfortheUniversitiesbecauseofcompetingneedsfromcitizens’
healthcarefacilities.Thefundingproblemsarefurtheraggravatedbymeagerfeecollectionfrom
parentsandloanrepaymentbystudentsduetosuddenemploymentlossbecauseofthepandemic
spreadingamongstthecommunities.Theeducationalinstitutionsareexploringapotentialshiftfrom
thetraditionalteachingpatternandlearningtodistance-basedvirtualdeliverytothelearners.

Thepresentscenariohasforcedhighereducational institutions’closurebysendingback the
studentstotheirhomes.Suchunprecedentedactiontakenallowstheeducationregulatorstorethink
theircurrenteducationpolicy,strategies,andpedagogiestooperatehowhighereducationcouldbe
deliveredbyinnovativetechnologytogarnerthebenefitofexpertteachersworldwideregardlessof
conventionalsemesters.Universitieswillhavetheopportunitytotransformtheongoingeducation
systemtoredesignservicedeliverybyleveragingonlinetechnologyforcurrentstudentsandnon-
traditionalstudents.Thisseismicshiftinthemanagementofchangeinhighereducationpolicycould
bepossibleduetotheirforward-lookingapproachandtransformationalleadershipthroughstrategic
formulationandimplementationinresumingthestalledsituationduetopandemic.TheGovt.of
Ethiopia has ordered to close down all the Universities on 16th March 2020 amid the Covid-19
pandemicsinceEthiopia’sGovernmenthasbannedpublicgatherings.Thestudentshavebeensent
backhomewithimmediateeffecttopreventthevirus’sspreadthathascrippledtheconventional
educationsystemtoahalt.Thehighereducationalinstitutionsareunderseverepressureofmanaging
thechallengesofongoinglearninganddeliverytothestudentstomitigatetheeffectofthecrisis.

EthiopiaisnexttoNigeriaintermsofpopulationinAfricaafterNigeria,alow-incomeandleast
developedcountrywith173among189countriesontheUnitedNationsHumanDevelopmentIndex.
Becauseoftherapidpopulationgrowth,Ethiopiaiscurrentlyfacingalackofaninclusiveeducation
system(UNDP,2018).ItisafactthatEthiopiahasbeendeprivedofeconomicdevelopmentfordecades
forwhichtheeducationstructureisundersized,afflictedwithlowattendanceofstudentscoupledwith
qualityissues.TheWorldBankhasobservedthatEthiopiaisaneducationallymostimpoverished
countryduetoarmedconflict,famines,humanitarianissues,andethniccrises(WorldBank,2017).

ThequalityofteachingandlearninginEthiopiaisstressedbypoorinfrastructure,inadequate
academicpreparednessofstudentsandadearthofqualifiedacademicstaff,overcrowdedclassrooms,
and,mostimportantly,scarcefunding.Privatesectorhighereducationwasitspeaksincethe1990s,
after which gradually flattened due to the growth of public Universities in Ethiopia. There is
tremendouspotentialforrisingincomelevelsduetorapidpopulationgrowthandmountingupper-
secondaryenrolmentsofstudents.Suchastephasattractedmanyforeigneducationproviders to
offerhighereducationprogramseithersolelyorincollaborationwithlocalinstitutionalpartners.

Statement of Problem
Thepandemic’sspreadduetotheCovidvirushassquarelydisturbedthecollege-goingstudents’
dailyteachingandlearningschedule.Theactivehoursmeantforthescholarsandstudents’learning
athomeamidstlockdownmeasurehaskeptthembehindtheirlearningschedule.Highereducational
institutions’temporaryclosurehasarisenduringlockdownduetopublichealthemergenciesarising
fromthepandemic.Thecurrentcrisishaschangedmanyconventionalsectorsandindustriesduetoa
radicalshiftinconsumerbehaviorvis-à-vischangeinnatureandmodeofdemandbecauseofhuman
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