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ABSTRACT

Implementation of city development plans is a continuous failure in Pakistan. Uncontrolled
urbanization and an ineffective development plan system have placed enormous hurdles on the
waytowholesomeprogress.Untilnow,enoughattentionhasnotbeenpaidtoradicallyreviewthe
present systemofphysicalplanningor to ascertain reforms fromagoodpractice.This research
examinesthedevelopmentplansystemoftheUKinordertofindlacunaeandgapswithintheurban
planningsystemofPakistan.Alistofparameterswasdevelopedfromthecontentsandformatofthe
keycomponentsofurbandevelopmentplansofUK.Besidestheseparameters,legalprovisionand
institutionalassessmentwerealsomadefordeeperunderstandinginbothcases.Consequently,many
areasforreformsareidentifiedinthesystemofurbanplanning.Areformationmechanismforthe
systemisformedtoenableurbanplannerstoavoidfurtherchaosincitiesofPakistan.

KeywoRdS
Legal Cover, Local Planning Institutions, Monitoring and Review Mechanism, Reforms, Urban Development 
Plan, Wholesome Development

1. INTRodUCTIoN

Thedevelopmentplansforcitiesintendanimportantmeansofreachingphysical,economicandsocial
goals,throughtheireffectsonpublicandprivatedevelopment(UNHSP,UN-H,2020).Indeveloped
countriesmanyresearchershaveconfirmedthatithasapowerfulinfluenceontherevitalizationof
existingcityforlivability,futurespatialexpansion,qualityandpatternofthecities(Ahmad,2012;
Belkina, 2008; Berke, 2006; Bulkeley, 2006). However, many developing countries are facing
impedimentstoimplementsuchplansandPakistanhasnoexception(Hussnainetal,2020;Aireyand
Doughty,2020;AhamdandAnjum,2011;).Failurehasalsobeenfacedbythedevelopedcountries
butwiththepassageoftime,thesecountriesbroughtdrasticchangesintotheirplanningsystemand
institutionalframework.Worldwide,variousscholarshaveworkeduponthisissueandfostervarious
reasonssuchasinadequacyoftechnicalskillandplanningexpertise,poorinteragencycoordination,
fragmentationofpowerandfunctionsatthelocalgovernmentlevelremainsasabasiccauseofthe
plan’s failure.Monitoringof theplansproposals, corruptionor intimate linkagesofgovernment
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officialsandlanddevelopersparticularlyincaseoflandusemanagementmeasuresalsoweakenthe
effectiveenforcementofdevelopmentplanpoliciesincities(Seasons,M.2009;Berke,2006;UN
Habitat,2009).

However,thesemeasuresarenotsufficienttodeepenourunderstandingregardingthereason
behindtheill-implementationofdevelopmentplansinPakistan.Mostoftheseresearchesaresingle
dimensionalandarenotintunewithoursystem.Inourcasetheissueisnotpertinenttoasingle
aspect,butiscausedduetovariousfactors.Therefore,neitherthequalityofdevelopmentplansnor
itsgovernanceprocedurecouldsolelybemaderesponsible.Weneedtocheckthewholepractice,
necessaryfortheeffectiveimplementationofdevelopmentplanratherthanasingleaspecttofind
viablesolution.Othercomponentssuchasinadequatelegalandregulatorysupport,incapacitated
institutions,viciouspoliticalinterferenceandtheplanqualityitselfarecausingthefailureinPakistan
(Ahmad,2012).Therefore,theprimaryobjectivesetforthforthisresearchistocompareandidentify
lacunas/grayareasthroughreviewofadevelopedcountryurbanplanningsystemandthesystemof
urbanplanninginPakistan.Thisreviewcoversallaspectsi.elegalprovision,institutionalframework
andtheplandocumentitselfsothattolearnalessonforreformsinPakistan.

2. ReSeARCH MeTHodoLoGy

ThemethodologydevelopforthisresearchistoreviewurbandevelopmentplansystemofUKand
PakistaninordertoascertainsuccessstoryofUKandtofindcausesforthecontinuousfailureof
developmentplansinPakistan.Thisreviewincorporatesallaspectsi.e.thepreparationprocessof
urbandevelopmentplans,thelegalandinstitutionalassessmentinbothcases.Thereviewofagood
practicehelpstodevelopvariousparameterspertainingtotheplanningprocessoftheplanpreparation
anditscoverage.Besidesitreviewsoflegalandinstitutionalframeworksiscarriedouttoascertainits
effectivenessintheimplementationofthecity’sdevelopmentplans.Thequalityofthelatesturban
developmentplanspreparedforprovincialcapitalcitieswereascertainedthroughtheparameters
developedforUKdevelopmentplansystem.Theloopholesandgrayareasareexposedwithinthe
urbandevelopmentplanssysteminPakistan.Thishelptosuggestsapathwayforreformationinorder
toavoidfurtherfailureandwastageofpublicassetsandmoney.

3. eVoLUTIoN oF SPATIAL PLANNING ANd PoLICy IN THe UNITed KINGdoM

The reforms in the spatial planning system of UK are substantial and very frequent (Airey and
Doughty,2020).ThephysicaldevelopmentinEnglandfollowsaplan-ledsystem,whichguidesthat
whatcanbebuiltandwhere(DawkinsandColebatch,2005).AireyandDoughty,(2020)described
thatthissystemislargelyprovidedbythephysicalplanningActspromulgatedindifferenttimesto
securethemostfeasibleandusefulutilizationoflandinthepublicinterest.Localauthoritieswere
mandatedtodecidewhethertopermitdevelopmentonlandandtoallowchangeinitsuse.Therefore,
thedevelopmentplanswereinitiatedtosetoutacourseofactionfortheLPAs.LPAsweremandated
toguideandcontroldevelopment inorder toensure that theproposedchangesmayhaveproper
regardtoothermaterialfactorsandareinaccordancewiththedevelopmentplanproposals.Inthis
regard,theplanningsystemwascontinuouslyreviewedandupdatedaccordingly.Thepresentformof
planningsysteminUKhasbeendesignedtostreamlinethedevelopmentplansystemandtopromote
aproactiveandpositiveapproachtomanagedevelopment(AireyandDoughty,2020,Lee,2003).Lee
concludedthatkeyaimsofthenewsystemforplanninganddevelopmentinEnglandare:

• Highlyflexibilitytoaccommodatemarketdemand.
• Itsupportstoinvolvecommunityandstakeholdersinthedevelopmentatthelocallevel.
• Frontloadingofkeydecisionsinthepreparationofplans.
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