252

Chapter 19
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A Foundational Perspective
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ABSTRACT

The concept of library developed when people started reading and writing, but the need of library edu-
cation was felt in the late 19th century when the concept of library changed from store house to service
institution. Globalization of education, complex nature of demands of the users, explosion of knowledge
and literature, and innovation of information technology also had a role to play in the establishment
of library schools which bring about library education all over the world. As a result, a large number
of library and information science (LIS) schools were set up to produce competent professionals who
could achieve the objectives of libraries and information centres effectively and efficiently for library
sustainability. Librarianship in Africa owes its origin to colonialism. The history of library education
was traced in Nigeria, Ghana, and South Africa. The chapter concluded that the existing ICT laboratories
in all library schools in Africa should be well equipped while the library schools without laboratories
should be encouraged to establish one.

INTRODUCTION

The idea of a library originated when people began to read and write, but it wasn’t until the late 19th
century when the idea of a library shifted from a storehouse to a service institution that the need for library
education became apparent. Globalization of education, the complexity of user needs, the proliferation of
knowledge and literature, and information technology innovation all played a part in the creation of library
schools that spread library education around the globe. In order to create knowledgeable individuals who
could successfully accomplish the goals of libraries and information centers for library sustainability,
many Library and Information Science (LIS) schools were established (Khan, 2002).
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Library Education in Africa

According to Wood (1997) and Thomas (1999), professionals like lawyers, doctors, architects, and
engineers up until the late nineteenth century typically learned the skills and procedures their line of work
required through apprenticeship, or “learning by doing.” A lawyer may receive their professional training
at one of the Inns of Court, while an engineer may do so through an engineering firm apprenticeship. The
field of librarianship followed this path as well. However, as education advanced, education as a whole
was thrust into the public eye, which also had an impact on worldwide library education. In the majority
of African nations, LIS education focused more on librarianship education. The goal of LIS education
is to create qualified librarians who can sustainably administer all kinds of libraries across the nation.
other fields that deal with information, such documentation, archives, and records management weren’t
given much attention because they weren’t well known when they first came into existence. However,
colonialism is where the profession of librarianship began in Africa. The indigenous population learned
to read and write as a result of colonialism. The two activities had never been combined before. Western
education was introduced by colonial rulers, which included reading and writing among other things. It
was determined that the new literates needed information materials, primarily books, to improve their
reading and writing abilities in order to strengthen the two activities. Public libraries were the finest
organization to provide this service, resulting in library education (Otike, 2017).

In addition, Otike (2017) noted that academic institutions arose to offer education and training crucial
to the growth of the new colonies. The majority of these universities possessed libraries, which required
sufficient staffing. These libraries were staffed primarily by expatriates who were also needed in their
own countries. Therefore, their employment status could not be assured. The governments worked to
create up departments and organizations to take advantage of the information potential in an effort to
develop the colonies and to assure their sustainability. In order to accomplish these goals, research and
other specialized institutions were founded. The majority of these businesses set up libraries to offer the
required backup. Due to this growth, there are now numerous unique libraries in

LIBRARY EDUCATION
An Overview

According to Peiris (1993) in Thomas (1999), in the century that has passed since Melvil Dewey founded
the first library school in the world at Columbia University in January 1887, the education of librarians
has changed drastically in a number of key ways not only in the United States but also in Africa. The
renaming of library schools is a great indicator of how the field has developed. The School of Library
Economy, for instance, was the name of Dewey’s first library school. The name of this subsequently
became the School of Library Service. Libraries have more recently been referred to as schools of library
and information science. The terms library science and information science appear more and more dated
since this field is combining to a greater degree than ever before with other disciplines, particularly
computer science, communications, education, and the social sciences in the broad sense of the term
(Thomas 1999).

Abubakar (2021) opined that the improvements in our culture, whether technological or not, have
brought about major and enormous changes to the Library and Information Science (LIS) education glob-
ally. In other words, there has been a major shift in LIS education, particularly in the last few decades,
which has led to fundamental modifications in all of its structures. Such transformations are extensive,
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