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ABSTRACT

The authors examine migration as one of the urgent problems of the modern global world. The phenom-
enon of migration has been indispensable for human history, culture, and civilizations, the causes of
which have always existed and still exist. All sorts of wars, confrontations/conflicts turn a group of society
into refugees and push them to migrate from the source of conflict to neighboring or distant countries.
Also, the underlying causes, such as social, political, economic, and other factors, which are inherent
of the domestic and foreign policy of any country, are considered as an important aspect. The chapter
also reviews the migration profile of Georgia and Ukraine. Particular attention is paid to migration as
a result of conflicts/ethnic conflicts instigated by Russia, Russian occupation, as well as other migration
inducing factors. It is concluded that the migration policy solves not only the problems of migration, but
also the tasks of economic development, respect for human rights, etc.
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INTRODUCTION

Migration is one of the important components of the global world, that is accompanied by both positive
and negative aspects and includes many interconnected indicators, such as political, economic, social,
cultural, etc. Migration is not only a recent phenomenon, it is also the result of global processes. Migra-
tion can be defined as the process of movement both across international borders and within a country.
Migration was a subsequent process of civilizations, that included a wide category of society in its
content; In modern literature, they are called refugees, displaced persons, internally displaced persons,
and economic or environmental migrants.

According to Etzo Ivan, the migration phenomenon classification scheme is based on three different
aspects. The first aspect concerns the management of migration flows and distinguishes between inter-
national and internal migration. International migration studies cover the movement of people between
countries, while internal migration involves the movement of people across national borders (Etzo, 2008).
The second important aspect is related to migration modeling, where the main difference is between
micro and macro approaches. The micro approach covers the behavior of individuals, while the macro
approach focuses on countries and regions. The third aspect includes identifying the determinants of
migration and studying the consequences of migration (Cadwallader, 1992).

Migration is increasingly important, even though the majority of today’s population movements still are
internal and take place in poor countries with high rates of population growth and rural-urban migration.
Some 3% of the total world population was born outside the country where they are currently living. The
impact is, however, far greater than this percentage suggests. International migration not only touches
the lives of the migrant population but also influences the lives of nonmigrant populations. Once people
decide to cross borders and settle in other countries, both their personal life and that of their families they
leave behind will profoundly change, not only economically, but also socially and culturally. This also
applies to the people with whom they live and communicate within the localities and regions of settle-
ment. Contemporary migration manifests itself in all corners of the globe and transforms entire societies
as a consequence of a constant stream of people leaving and/or entering (Naerssen & Annelies, 2007).

The reasons for migration are varied. It can be political and economic in nature. In addition, there
are contrasting reasons for migration, such as forced and tragic reasons (for example conflict). It should
be noted that economic disparity between countries, the growing level of intolerance, as well as the
threat of climate change and its consequences are important factors that lead to migration and popula-
tion displacement.

According to the authors, in general, there are two types of migrants: humanitarian and economic.
Humanitarian migrants are asylum seekers and refugees; While economic migrants migrate abroad in
search of higher wages and better opportunities, or at least to escape the social and political situation
in their country. Economic migrants have more choices than humanitarian migrants when determining
their destination. Some environmental migrants change their place of residence due to environmental
conditions and may choose to migrate out of their state to other places with more favorable environ-
mental conditions.

According to the authors, it is important to distinguish between economic migrants and refugees.
While the decision of economic migrants to relocate to another country is based on the relative op-
portunities afforded abroad, refugee migration is ultimately driven by vulnerability to persecution and
access to resources for migration (Brell and others 2020). As a result, the characteristics of economic
migrants may differ from refugees in terms of demographics and skills, for example, the higher prob-
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