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ABSTRACT

The European Union (hereinafter EU) has grown more reliant on Russian gas in recent decades. Multiple 
geopolitical disputes in Ukraine simultaneously affected gas relations and placed the country’s inde-
pendence under stress. This chapter aimed to examine the connection between reliance and geopolitical 
conflicts. This fascinating relationship was given a fresh perspective by examining it in the context of 
the interdependency and asymmetry theories. A unique case study, an abductive research method, was 
used to approach this challenge. As a result, the geopolitical problems in Ukraine are utilized to explain 
how reliance and conflict relate to one another. The primary factors examined were trade, reliance, and 
sanctions. According to the analysis, there is a significant connection between an actor’s economic and 
political goals and how they affect reliance. It can be concluded that there is a connection between the 
geopolitical unrest in Ukraine and the EU’s reliance on Russian gas.
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INTRODUCTION

The European Union’s (EU) energy policy has recently undergone numerous modifications. The new 
priority is to lessen reliance. It was previously impossible to adopt a different approach in this area, 
but with the deterioration of relations between the EU and Russia, everything became possible. Due to 
its two aspects, energy is an intriguing topic in international relations. It serves as both a geopolitical 
tool and an essential commodity. Energy is another difficult topic, particularly gas. This commodity 
is essential to our economies, yet its supply poses serious challenges on a global scale. Geopolitically 
speaking, the world appears to be a real chess game where national security and interest are set against 
external threats and reliance. The liberal market perspective emphasizes the business game of supply 
and demand, which also applies to energy(Scharpf, 2010, p. 222). In this situation, the corporations 
who fulfill contracts to serve states’ domestic demand are in charge. As a result, the supply and demand 
principles should govern the interaction between Europe and Russia in the energy sector. By importing 
a third of its current gas usage from Russia, not just Europe exposes itself to risk in this situation. In that 
light, Russia would also be putting itself at risk by growing financially dependent on Europe, its larg-
est market. Due to reciprocal dependence, an interruption in the gas supply is not immediately obvious 
from that liberal market standpoint. Energy politics has long engaged in a rhetorical struggle between 
the geopolitical and free market axes.

To defend European unity, the EU appears to position itself as the guardian of Eastern European 
nations. They also suggest a second Cold War between two fronts in their geopolitical reasoning (Nycz, 
2021, p. 21). This appears to be supported by the Russian reinforcements at the Ukrainian border and the 
aggressive rhetoric used to portray NATO and the EU as divided and threatening. At the same time, we 
observe notable changes since the Cold War. It’s interesting to note that a similar energy relations issue 
centered on the Urengoy gas pipeline happened in 1981–1982. While at the time, the heads of govern-
ment in Western Europe formed a unified bloc opposing US sanctions, geopolitical considerations did 
not favor them (Stern, 1982, p. 22). But this happened amid the Cold War, at least ten years before the 
EU was founded.

BACKGROUND

Provide The date is Thursday, February 24, 2022. Russia and Belarus are both entry points for Russian 
armed forces into Ukraine. It is the beginning of a geopolitical confrontation that will cause numerous 
casualties. In response, the Western world, especially the EU, acts against Russia, the war’s aggressor. 
Around the same time as this response from the west, fresh thought was given to commerce relations 
between the two fronts. Even during times of tension in their relationship, the EU and Russia continue to 
trade in energy, namely oil and gas (Siddi, 2020, p. 5). The EU has grown more reliant on Russian goods, 
yet historically crises and wars have not frequently impacted trade. Because the EU lacks significant 
energy resources, it depends on natural gas imported from third-party partners. It mostly imports natural 
gas from nations outside the European Union, with Russia accounting for most of these imports. The EU 
member states buy 41.1% of their natural gas from Russia (Eurostat, 2019). Natural gas exports from 
Russia, one of the top exporters of this energy source globally, account for 13% of that country’s GDP 
(Osipov et al., 2018, p. 227). The major routes for import into Europe are through Belarus, Ukraine, and 
the already-existing Nord-Stream pipeline in the Baltic Sea (figure 2, appendix). The recently completed 
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