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ABSTRACT

This chapter uses an example of a summer program for gifted students run by the 
Department of Public Instruction in NC called Governor’s School to discuss the 
recent attacks on education through anti-gay laws, attacks on “wokeness” and “woke 
education,” as well as race and gender as concepts in curriculum and the classroom 
across the country. Using the author’s personal experience as an instructor at the 
NC Governor’s School, the author addresses the attacks on education through a 
neoliberalist lens, invoking theorist Michel Foucault, surveillance, transparency, 
and power.
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You Gotta Fight for Your Rights

“You gotta fight for your rights: Neoliberalism, free speech, and viewpoint diversity.”

INTRODUCTION

“We may be witnessing the end of public education in the United States. Not in the 
sense that public funding of schools will cease, although funding is likely to decrease. 
Rather, we will see the end of public education in two ways: first, more public funding 
will go toward privately managed charter schools and less toward publicly funded 
governed schools. Second, education will be less public because students, teachers, 
school and district communities, and elected school boards will have less say over 
education policy. Instead, policy will be made by unelected and unaccountable 
individuals, corporations, and organizations…” (Hursh, 2016, p.1). Such is the 
current state of education, that has now been transformed into a market competition 
model, and “teachers have decreasing input on assessment and curriculum, as those 
tasks are handed over to corporations” (Hursh, 2016, p.2). Schooling has now been 
drastically reformed to a sole focus on test scores and fundamentally altered not only 
curriculum, testing standards, and how we structure education but the very soul of 
teaching and learning. As education is actively shifted into market capitalism, the 
Neoliberalism of education has been fully realized. Neoliberalism is “wedded to the 
belief that the market should be the organizing principle for all political, social, and 
economic decisions” and “wages an incessant attack on democracy, public goods, 
and non-commodified values. Under neoliberalism, everything either is for sale 
or is plundered for profit” (Giroux, 2005, p. 2). If schools are, at least historically, 
a place to learn the social and cultural behaviors and values of society, then what 
are we now teaching students in the current climate of book banning, Moms for 
Liberty, and the censorship of U.S. history regarding the BIPOC experience? I 
have experienced this shift first-hand in the summer of 2022 at Governor’s School 
West in North Carolina when curriculum was censored after a former employee 
filed a lawsuit claiming that his First Amendment rights were violated in the name 
of viewpoint diversity. In this chapter, I will discuss what Neoliberalism is, who 
it impacts, how it infiltered my experience at North Carolina Governor’s School, 
when we need to address it, and how we can potentially do so through a politics of 
withdrawal and creation of counterspaces.



 

 

19 more pages are available in the full version of this

document, which may be purchased using the "Add to Cart"

button on the publisher's webpage: www.igi-

global.com/chapter/you-gotta-fight-for-your-rights/334176

Related Content

The Ethical Dilemma of Early Global Childhood Education
F. Sigmund Toporand June C. Hysell (2019). Early Childhood Development:

Concepts, Methodologies, Tools, and Applications  (pp. 1286-1302).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/the-ethical-dilemma-of-early-global-childhood-

education/219636

Summative Literacy Assessments and How They Imagine Children: An

International Comparison
Catherine Compton-Lilly, Kerryn Dixon, Hilary Janksand Annette Woods (2020).

Handbook of Research on Formative Assessment in Pre-K Through Elementary

Classrooms (pp. 368-390).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/summative-literacy-assessments-and-how-they-imagine-

children/240576

Facilitating Learning Resource Retrieval for Students with Disabilities

through an Ontology-Driven and Disability-Aware Virtual Learning

Environment
Julius T. Nganjiand Mike Brayshaw (2016). Special and Gifted Education: Concepts,

Methodologies, Tools, and Applications  (pp. 1668-1688).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/facilitating-learning-resource-retrieval-for-students-with-

disabilities-through-an-ontology-driven-and-disability-aware-virtual-learning-environment/151272

Robots Underwater! Learning Science, Engineering and 21st Century Skills:

The Evolution of Curricula, Professional Development and Research in

Formal and Informal Contexts
Elisabeth McGrath, Susan Lowes, Mercedes McKay, Jason Sayresand Peiyi Lin

(2014). K-12 Education: Concepts, Methodologies, Tools, and Applications  (pp.

1041-1067).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/robots-underwater-learning-science-engineering-and-21st-

century-skills/88202

http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/you-gotta-fight-for-your-rights/334176
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/you-gotta-fight-for-your-rights/334176
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/the-ethical-dilemma-of-early-global-childhood-education/219636
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/the-ethical-dilemma-of-early-global-childhood-education/219636
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/summative-literacy-assessments-and-how-they-imagine-children/240576
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/summative-literacy-assessments-and-how-they-imagine-children/240576
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/facilitating-learning-resource-retrieval-for-students-with-disabilities-through-an-ontology-driven-and-disability-aware-virtual-learning-environment/151272
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/facilitating-learning-resource-retrieval-for-students-with-disabilities-through-an-ontology-driven-and-disability-aware-virtual-learning-environment/151272
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/robots-underwater-learning-science-engineering-and-21st-century-skills/88202
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/robots-underwater-learning-science-engineering-and-21st-century-skills/88202


Technology-Enhanced Learning: The Introduction and Use of Information

and Communication Technology in Special Education
Adrian F. Ashman (2014). K-12 Education: Concepts, Methodologies, Tools, and

Applications  (pp. 963-978).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/technology-enhanced-learning/88197

http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/technology-enhanced-learning/88197

